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1. All essays must be original. If quotations from
other sources are used, the writer must cite the
source in footnotes.

2. Essays must not exceed 1,000 words.

3. Essay must be typewritten and double-spaced.

4. All entries must depict the current year Law Day
theme.

5. Essays must have a cover page that contains the
following information:

(a) Writer’s full name
(b) Writer’s home address and telephone number
(c) Name of the writer’s school
(d) Writer’s grade level

6. The writer’s name must be on the cover page, but
must not be on any other page or part of the essay.

7. All essays must be submitted to the appropriate
district representative and postmarked no later than
April 9, 2010.

8. Essays will be judged primarily on content and
originality; however, incorrect grammar, spelling
and/or punctuation, if excessive, will be taken into
consideration.

9. Failure to abide by these rules will result in
disqualification of the entry.

aBoUt�LaW�daY
Law Day was first celebrated in 1958. Now, each
May, state and local bar associations, in conjunction
with the American Bar Association, sponsor Law
Day programs around the country. The purpose of
celebrating Law Day is two-fold: (1) to instill in
students an appreciation for the law and foster a
greater understanding of the American judicial
system, and (2) provide an opportunity for attorneys
to serve their local communities.  

Questions? Call the TBA YLD Director at 
(615) 383-7421 or (800) 899-6993.

Presented by the 
Tennessee Bar Association

Young Lawyers Division 

2010 Law�day�
essay�Contest

Law in the 
21st Century: 

Enduring Traditions,
Emerging Challenges 
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annoUnCIng�the
2010�LaW�daY�essaY�Contest

The 2010 Law Day Essay Contest is sponsored by the
Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division and is
open to all Tennessee students in 9th through 12th grade.
The contest is a great way for students to creatively
express their ideas about living in a society that is
governed by the rule of law. 

The 2010 competition theme, “Law in the 21st Century:
Enduring Traditions, Emerging Challenges,” provides an
opportunity for students to consider how society can honor
long-standing traditions in the law while addressing new
issues and situations that might challenge “old ways” of
doing things. As society stands on the threshold of a new
decade, dramatic change is all around: economic markets
have become global, business transactions now require
cultural understanding and adaptation, populations are more
mobile, and communication technologies erase miles and
time zones. On a social level, issues such as human rights,
criminal justice, intellectual property, dispute resolution,
human migration and environmental regulation now affect
not just nations but communities and individuals. Adapting
to these new conditions may require that we become knowl-
edgeable of other legal systems, acquire new cultural under-
standings, alter practices or even alter the law. In the midst
of this change, however, it is important not to forget legal
traditions that have endured the test of time. Students are
asked to depict these concepts and how society can balance
long-held traditions with changing realities.

The annual Law Day contest provides an opportunity for
writers to achieve statewide recognition for their efforts.
Whether teachers choose to incorporate the project into
social studies or civics curriculum, or encourage students to
submit pieces on their own, it is our hope that all Tennessee
students will gain a greater appreciation for America’s legal
system and will be empowered to be active citizens.

PrIzes
First place: $300 and a certificate of achievement
Second place: $200 and a certificate of achievement
Third place: $100 and a certificate of achievement
Honorable Mention: a certificate of achievement

Please submit your essay to the district representative in
your area by April 9, 2010. See the list below for names
and mailing addresses.

District 1 Counties: Carter, Greene, Hamblen, Hancock, Hawkins,
Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington
D. Adam Moore
Office of the District Attorney General
PO Box 526
Blountville, TN 37617 
(423) 224-2030

District 2 Counties: Anderson, Campbell, Claiborne, Cocke, Fentress,
Grainger, Jefferson, Scott, Sevier and Union
Michael Sayne 
Gentry Tipton & McLemore PC 
900 South Gay Street 
Suite 2300
Knoxville, TN 37902
(865) 525-5300

District 3 County: Knox
Marsha Wilson
Knoxville Bar Association
505 Main Street, Suite 50
PO Box 2027
Knoxville, TN 37901
(865) 522-6522

District 4 Counties: Bledsoe, Blount, Bradley, Loudon, McMinn,
Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Polk, Rhea and Roane
Justin Martin
Kizer & Black Attorneys PLLC 
329 Cates Street 
Maryville, TN 37801 
(865) 980-1629

District 5 County: Hamilton
Lynda Hood
Chattanooga Bar Association
The Pioneer Building, Suite 420
801 Broad Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402
(423) 756-3222

District 6 Counties: Clay, Cumberland, DeKalb, Jackson, Overton,
Pickett, Putnam, Van Buren, Warren and White
Rachel Moses
Legal Aid Society 
9 South Jefferson Ave., Suite 102
Cookeville, TN 38501
(931) 528-7436

District 7 Counties: Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Marion,
Rutherford and Sequatchie
Aimee Luna
Legal Aid Society
123 N.W. Atlantic Street
PO Box 1293
Tullahoma, TN 37388
(931) 455-7000

District 8 Counties: Macon, Smith, Sumner, Trousdale and Wilson
David Veile
Lowery, Lowery & Cherry PLLC
150 Public Square 
Lebanon, TN 37087
(615) 444-7222

District 9 County: Davidson
Jeff H. Gibson
Neal & Harwell PLC
150 Fourth Ave. N., Suite 2000
Nashville, TN 37219
(615) 244-1713

District 10 Counties: Cheatham, Dickson, Houston, Humphreys,
Montgomery, Robertson and Stewart
Bradley M. Carter
Runyon & Runyon
301 Main Street
Clarksville, TN 37040
(931) 647-3377

District 11 Counties: Bedford, Giles, Hickman, Lawrence, Lewis,
Lincoln, Marshall, Maury, Moore, Perry, Wayne and Williamson
Brandon Bass
Day & Blair PC
5300 Maryland Way, Ste 300
Brentwood, TN 37027
(615) 742-4880

District 12 Counties: Benton, Carroll, Crockett, Dyer, Gibson,
Henry, Lake, Obion and Weakley
Cristy Cooper
Office of the Public Defender 
117 East Court Street 
Dyersburg, TN 38025
(731) 286-3827

District 13 Counties: Chester, Decature, Fayette, Hardeman, Hardin,
Haywood, Henderson, Lauderdale, McNairy, Madison and Tipton
Joshua M. Roberts
Waldrop & Hall PA
106 South Liberty Street
Jackson, TN 38301
(731) 424-6211

District 14 County: Shelby
Asa Baker
Extracon Science
516 Tennessee Street #220
Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 521-9309


