FOREWARD


This is the fifth edition of the Alimony Bench Book.  It is the drafting committee’s hope that the Alimony Bench Book has been a useful tool in better understanding spousal support in Tennessee.  When the first edition was published, there were only three forms of alimony and the courts were limited in their enforcement capabilities.  The committee referred the need to have another form of alimony and to have better enforcement capabilities for the courts to the Tennessee Bar Association Code commission to draft legislation.  Eventually, such legislation was passed creating another category of alimony, transitional alimony and the ability to enforce alimony awards by income assignments when such awards are separate and apart from child support.


One of the committee’s goals is to provide a means to provide a more consistent award of alimony across the State.  In reviewing recent appellate decisions, the committee has noted that the appellate courts are overturning the trial courts’ decisions when the factors in awarding alimony are not clearly articulated.  Judge Ash has provided in Section VI A, a checklist for the trial bench to use when rendering its decision.  The committee urges Trial Judges to use this checklist when making their findings and also suggests that lawyers follow this checklist when presenting their evidence to the court.  Doing so will have the additional benefit of providing more complete information of the factors supporting each award, which in turn, will lead, hopefully, to more consistency among alimony awards across the State.


This book could not have been possible without the continued efforts of the drafting committee.  I want to thank the members of the drafting committee for their hard work and dedication.   

Amy J. Amundsen, Chair

TBA Family Law Section’s Alimony Committee
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