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“The American Jury: We the People in Action” 

We, the people of the United States, enjoy the benefits and security of living in a 

society where equality and fairness are the foundation of the justice system. Trial by jury 

is a most critical component of our legal system; through peer judgment we find the 

backbone of upholding justice. Because of our nation’s steadfast principles, one can 

reflect on other, past justice systems and learn from their mistakes. Our society’s 

greatness lies in the belief that everyone is innocent until proven guilty and that the 

punishment has to be proportionate to the crime committed. It is both our responsibility 

and privilege to support, uphold, and participate in the legacy of our justice system as a 

jury member. 

When our founding fathers created our government and justice system, they took 

great care in assuring that its roots would be firmly planted in equality and fairness. These 

highly read and intelligent men created a system which they imagined to be ideal. Our 

forefathers took note of past failures in which lawlessness prevailed, so when choosing 

and creating this new system, justice would triumph in America. For example, in the 

English Middle Ages, the king could decapitate anyone just by saying so. Or when Moses 

led the Israelites out of Egypt, there was no law. This led to chaos and mass sin, and until 

the Ten Commandments were established, there was no order, much less equality or 

fairness. The same was true of our very own country also. Before the government and 

justice system were established, men and women lived without specific, set laws. A tragic 

example of a Jack of strong legal system was the Salem Witch Trials. Without a fair trial 

by jury and an innocent until proven guilty principle, there were many whom were falsely 

accused and died wrongful deaths. Domestic security starts with the strength of the 

       



government and its ability to carry out order, equality, and fairness through a good justice 

system. The Unites States learned from past society’s lawlessness and implemented that. 

knowledge to create a justice system in which the people are put in to action as one judges 

another. 

The United States’ citizens want and expect a lawful society by which they will be 

protected. This security cannot be insured unless there is a strong justice system. In the 

United States, this legal system is upheld by the American jury. Twelve individuals come 

together to think and judge as one so as to insure that justice, as they know it, prevails. 

Every member of our society is called upon to take action and become a cornerstone piece 

in upholding the law. The jury is specifically designed so that fairness will be the outcome 

as society judges society. Another responsibility of the American jury is to decide on the 

punishment of its guilty. In the Old Testament of the Bible, the law stated: an eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a tooth; whatever the result of the crime committed, that too would 

serve as the punishment. In the United States, however, the justice system is set up so 

that the jury is in charge of assigning an appropriate punishment. 

The morals of the United States’ citizens are relatively high, in that we would 

rather see ten guilty men go free than have one innocent man be punished. The jury has 

the difficult job of deliberating whether or not there was a strong enough case to cause 

them to believe that, beyond a shadow of a doubt, the accused was in the wrong. The 

American juror’s duty is to listen, analyze, and then cast judgment. It is a continuous 

process that everyone must uphold in order for equality and fairness to continue. It is 

every Americans’ opportunity to take action and show responsibility, and everyone should 

follow the summon if called. 

             


