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The liberty granted to individuals in our country is a product of the separation of 

powers in the branches of our government. Without these balanced powers established by 

the Constitution, the freedom of United States citizens would be in serious jeopardy. Past 

and current events have proven that, without checks to the power of each individual 

branch, inhabitants of the United States are denied the nghts guaranteed to them in the 

Constitution. One attempted abuse of presidential power, Watergate, occurred during the 

presidency of Richard Nixon. 

The Watergate scandal is quite possibly the most infamous presidential 

controversy of all time. It is also one of the best displays of how the majority of control in 

the United States can never fall into the hands of one person, and how the spirit of 

equality is always preserved. The opinion of some is that the President lies in a position 

of so much power that he is above the law. The Watergate scandal put this theory to the 

test, and in the end, the law prevailed, The Supreme Court ruled that Nixon could not 

conceal the tapes of his recorded conversations under the flimsy excuse of having 

“Executive Privilege.” If there had been specific dialogue in the tapes that could have 

harmed national security, the excuse might have held, but since there was no such threat, 

the Supreme Court ruled that Nixon could not simply hide behind the mask of Executive 

power. While this may seem to be somewhat minor, something that hardly affects them, 

to average residents of this country, it is actually critical in order to maintain and 

semblance of checks and balances. If the President had been able to cover up his actions 

without consequence, other branches would not be able to check many of his actions that 

could affect the country as a whole in a major way.



The laws provide for balance among all parts of our government. When these 

laws were written by our founding fathers, their intent to make power evenly divided 

among all three branches was clear. This idea is most apparent in the process in which 

jurors on the Supreme Court are chosen. At first it may seem that the selection process 

favors giving more influence to the President, because it is he who nominates potential 

members of the Supreme Court. The determining factor on the confirmation of this 

nomination, however, does not rest in the President’s hands, and so the system of 

governmental stability prevails. Liberty under the law means that, no matter how 

important a political figure is, he or she will never be the sole bearer of responsibility in 

as crucial a decision as this. Because this pronouncement involves the changing of the 

Judicial branch of government, it is only logical that the other two branches be equally 

essential in making this change. 

Just as the Executive and Legislative branches are involved in altering the Judicial 

branch, the Judicial and Executive branches are able to “make or break” bills and acts 

proposed by Congress. These bills and acts passed by Congress can be vetoed by the 

President, and if that happens, they will be sent back to Congress for revision and/or 

deletion. Again, though, the President must have a check to this vetoing power, so a two- 

thirds vote by Congress for the bill or act will override the President’s veto, allowing the 

bill or act to become a law. Once this happens, Congress’s legislation can still by stopped 

by the Judicial branch in state and federal courts. These courts are bound only by the 

Constitution in their interpretation of the law, and if they believe the law is 

unconstitutional, they have the power to rule against any case involving the law.



The cyclic system of checks and balances in our government is one of the most 

beneficial factors in creating an equal and fair way of life for everyone. While there are 

often circumstances in which it seems one branch has more influence than another, they 

are almost always misleading in their cause. Liberty under the law for all people is 

dependant on the divided, but equal, branches of government.


