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Reflection, Triumphs and Lives that Made a Difference Set Tone for 2016 AWA Banquet  
 
MEMPHIS, TENN. (Jan. 25, 2016)…The Association for Women Attorneys (AWA) 36th annual Banquet and 
Silent Auction Jan. 21 at Clark Tower was not a typical gathering of legal minds.  The tone this year was 
reminiscent while leading attorneys spoke from the heart.   
 
Two women close to the organization passed away recently: Mary Wolff, esq., AWA’s 2015 board member 
and committee co-chair for the golf tournament and Janet Richards, University of Memphis law professor 
and AWA’s 2010 Marion Griffin-Frances Loring Award recipient. 
 
In tribute to Mary Wolff, Mary Morgan Whitfield, past president of AWA and the 2016 co-chair of the golf 
tourney, called for the name of the event to be changed to the Mary Wolff Memorial Golf Tournament.  Due 
to Ms. Wolff’s efforts last year, the event was so successful that part of the proceeds raised could be 
donated to the Community Legal Center (CLC) and the Memphis Area Legal Association (MALS) in the 
amount of $5,000 per organization, according to Ms. Whitfield. 
 
Maureen T. Holland, this year’s Marion Griffin-Frances Loring Award recipient for outstanding achievement 
in the legal profession, held a special bond with Ms. Wolff.  The two were neighbors and Ms. Wolff offered 
her endorsement for Ms. Holland’s award.  Ms. Holland also previously held an associate position at the firm 
of Wolff Ardis, PC (Mary Wolff and Pat Ardis, 1995-1997). 
 
During incoming AWA President Lisa Gill’s speech, she waxed philosophical, quoting from a speech by 
Jimmy Valvano, recipient of the inaugural Arthur Ashe Courage and Humanitarian Award, with regard to 
three components that make a good day:  “Time in thought, time to laugh and the vulnerability to be moved 
to tears by either joy or sorrow.”  She also asked members of the banquet’s audience to stand who had 
benefited from Ms. Wolff or Ms. Richards through mentorship in law school or through support as attorneys 
in practice.  “I want to create a legacy based on mentoring and philanthropy,” Ms. Gill said.  “The profession 
can give you a heck of a life if you do it like these two ladies (Wolff and Richards)…they really lived.” 
 
AWA honoree Ms. Holland struck emotional chords that night by telling her story of The Little Engine That 
Could, a book she read as a child that would later write her life’s story.  As a civil rights attorney, her journey 
took her all the way to the Supreme Court in the Obergefell case that granted equality to same-sex couples 
in June of 2015.  Personally invested in the issue, Ms Holland herself is married to Dr. Taylor Williams, a 
native of Alabama.  The two married in Ms. Holland’s home state of Vermont.  Her younger daughter, Yvette 
(also a junior partner in her mother’s law firm, Holland & Associates, PC), introduced her as “driven.”  Ms. 
Holland’s tenacity was born in grade school as she was the first girl to be chosen on her town’s little league 
baseball team.  She would push the envelope further in high school, placing 4th fastest in her state as a 
cross-country runner and 6th in the state for the 400-meter.  She was a decorated athlete, lettered and 
pinned on nine separate occasions and also took her wins into college.  She was humbled by the fact the 
University of Memphis published an essay on her Supreme Court journey and relayed to the audience that 
lawyers cried quietly in D.C. when same-couples were placed in the U.S. Constitution. She credits her family 
with her success and always takes their calls at work no matter what else is going on.  Her advice to fellow 
attorneys:  “Follow your dreams and always say, ‘I think I can.’” 
 
Also during the evening, Ms. Holland formally inducted the 2016 AWA board officers and committee 
chairpersons.  Keating Lowery, 2015 AWA president, received a plaque from 2016 AWA President Lisa Gill 
in appreciation of her hard work. Ms. Lowery served as AWA banquet co-chair for three years (2013-2015) 
and was simultaneously incoming president in 2015.  In addition, a total of $10,000 in scholarships was 
presented to deserving law students at the University of Memphis.  More than 200 guests attended while the 
majority bid on silent auction items that help raise funds for law student scholarships.  AWA 2015-2016 
Banquet co-chairs are Laura Deakins and Kirkland Bible. 
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