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Lift up a child's voice. A child's life.

Building Upon a Legacy of 25 Years

CASA Volunteers listen attentively
during a conference workshop.

Directors Susan Maguigan (left),
CASA of Rutherford County, and

Kathy Williams, CASA of Robertson
County, smile for a photo.

Executive Director of UCHRA CASA
Judy Greenwood (middle) poses

with staff members Rita Turnipseed
(left) and Darlene Jones (right). 

Tennessee CASA held its 2nd Annual State Conference on Friday, May 2 at New Vision Baptist
Church in Murfreesboro, TN.  The conference was also a celebration of the 25 years TN CASA
has been supporting the development,  growth and continuation of  local  programs across the
state.  Over 170 people registered for the event, which included CASA staff  members, board
members,  volunteers  and  key  stakeholders.   Of  those  in  attendance,  over  half  were  CASA
volunteers.  “We were honored to have so many CASA volunteers in attendance this year.  Our
programs would not exist if it werenʼt for the dedicated individuals who give their time to serve the
children of Tennessee,” shared Executive Director Lynne Farrar.

Starting the day off, Board President Kevin Balkwill
welcomed conference attendees during the opening
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Balkwill warmly welcomes CASA family from
across the state.

For her first time, Farrar speaks to conference
attendees as Executive Director of TN CASA.

session  and  honored  Cheryl  Hultman,  former
executive director of TN CASA, with a farewell gift
on behalf of the Board.  As Farrar took the stage and
presented the history  of  the organization over  the
last 25 years, she acknowledged the lasting impact
Hultman made during her eight and a half years with
TN  CASA.   Farrar  stated,  “She  [Hultman]  has
strengthened  the  cohesiveness  of  our  network,
doubled our capacity to serve children, listened to
us,  advised  us  and  guided  us  with  her  wise
counsel."   Current  Executive  Director  of  CASA of
Rutherford County, Susan Maguigan, was also recognized by Farrar and honored with a gift for
being the longest-serving director of a local CASA program in Tennessee.  Maguigan has been
the director of her program for 17 years and counting.

Farrar  also  shared  how  one  of  TN  CASAʼs  most
notable  achievements  is  that  since  2006,  the
number  of  CASA  programs  and  counties  being
served has doubled.  Today there are 29 programs
serving  47  counties  and,  in  calendar  year  2013,
there  were  1245  volunteers  advocating  for  5200
children.  TN CASAʼs goal still remains the same - to
provide a CASA for every child by 2020.

Following Farrar,  attendees also heard from Dodd
White,  Regional  Program  Officer  with  National
CASA.  White was able to shed light  on the data
compiled  at  the  national  level  of  how  Tennessee
compares regarding its number of CASA volunteers,

children  served  and  cost  per  child.   “Tennessee  is  known  nationally  for  the  strength  and
cohesiveness of  its  network.   This spring,  Tennessee was awarded all  eight  of  the proposed
grants submitted to National CASA for a total of $205,500.”

Closing the morning session, Tawny Spinelli, Childrenʼs Cabinet Assistant Director, introduced the
Cabinetʼs latest project called KidCentral TN. In her presentation, she informed everyone about
the benefits and usefulness of the website to the work of a CASA volunteer.

Workshops this year covered several topics of interest to staff, board members and volunteers,
including  legislative  advocacy,  Independent  Living,  assessment  planning,  organizational
sustainability, and adolescent development, to name a few.
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Staff at TN CASA (left to right):
Laura, Wendy, Karin, Christina and Lynne

TN CASA would like to extend sincere gratitude to
the State of Tennessee, Department of Finance and
Administration, Office of Criminal Justice Programs,
the  TN  Bar  Foundation,  TCCY  and  the  National
CASA  Association  for  providing  the  funding  that
made this  conference possible.   We also  want  to
thank all of our conference presenters and exhibitors
for  taking  time  to  share  their  knowledge  and
expertise with our network.
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