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NASHVILLE — Tennessee lawyers who responded to a
Tennessee Bar Association poll overwhelmingly
recommend the retention of the three state Supreme
Court justices who are on the Aug. 7 statewide ballot,
according to the results TBA released Friday.

About 2,100 of TBA’s 12,000 members from all varieties
of law practice responded to the poll over the last two
weeks. It asked lawyers whether they “highly
recommend,” “recommend,” “do not recommend” or
have no informed opinion regarding the retention
elections of justices Connie Clark, Sharon Lee and Gary
Wade.

About 90 percent of the lawyers who participated
indicated an opinion. The results of those who indicated
an opinion:

Clark: highly recommend, 74.4 percent; recommend,
18.4 percent; do not recommend, 7.2 percent.

Lee: highly recommend, 75.9 percent; recommend, 17.3
percent; do not recommend, 6.8 percent.

Wade: highly recommend, 76.7 percent; recommend,
17.0 percent; do not recommend, 6.3 percent.

Republican state Senate Speaker Ron Ramsey is
leading a campaign to defeat all three justices, who
were appointed by former Democratic Gov. Phil
Bredesen. The two other justices, William Koch and
Janice Holder, are stepping down and will not appear on
the ballot.

Ramsey’s effort has been heavily criticized by several prominent Republican lawyers,
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including retired state Supreme Court Justice Mickey Barker of Chattanooga.

TBA President Cindy Wyrick of Sevierville said “lawyers are uniquely positioned to
provide an informed opinion as to whether a justice should be retained in office. For
that reason, it is important that they share this knowledge with voters who will be
going to the polls in August.

“We thought we would receive favorable responses but we were surprised to see the
high number of highly recommends,” she said. “It is our view, and it was the view of
the founders, that the judiciary and the judicial system was the one branch of
government that was to be free of partisan influence, to provide fair and impartial
referee service based the facts presented.”

TBA Executive Director Allan Ramsaur said poll results “are a fair reflection of the
sentiment of TBA members.” About 70 percent of the licensed attorneys in Tennessee
are TBA members.

“We think one of the critical roles the TBA can play is informing voters,” new TBA
President Jonathan Steen of Jackson told reporters in a conference call. “This poll is
another tool and resource for people who may not have direct experience with the
judicial system to use to make an informed decision on the retention or rejection of
these justices.

“These results provide a much better measure than partisan labels as to the issue of
a judge’s capabilities.”

TBA said the poll is part of a broader effort “to ensure a fair, impartial and
accountable judicial election.”

TBA is a lead sponsor in the Informed Voters project in Tennessee and the originator
of the Tennessee Fair Judicial Campaign Code of Conduct. And through its Policy on
Unjust Criticism of Judges, the TBA also responds to “unjust criticism” of judges and
judicial candidates when they are unable to do so because of judicial ethics
constraints. Information on all of these efforts is available on the TBA Judicial
Selection Information Center at www.tba.org/info/2014-tennessee-judicial-selection-
information-center

© 2014 Memphis Commercial Appeal. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Centurion writes:

When you go to the polls remember these three names. If the lawyers like them
then you can bet they are bought and paid for by the lawyers. Vote to get rid of
them.

Anyone back by a lawyer will not get my vote to be retained.
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mather writes:

in response to Centurion:

When you go to the polls remember these three names. If the lawyers
like them then you can bet they are bought and paid for by the lawyers.
Vote to get rid of them.

Anyone back by a lawyer will not get my vote to be retained.

You won't have to remember their names. They will be the only ones on the
ballot, as this is a retention/nonretention vote.

Otherwise, "blah, blah, blah...."
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