
Wnited States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

October 30, 2014 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to urge you to include funding for courthouse construction in the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2016 budget request, beginning with the new Federal Courthouse in Nashville, Tennessee. 

In September, the Judicial Conference of the United States reaffirmed Nashville as the 
Federal Judiciary’s number-one priority in FY 2016. Construction of a new courthouse is the only 
solution to address the significant operational, space, and security deficiencies that exist at the Estes 
Kefauver Federal Building and Courthouse. In addition, Congress has already appropriated $26.1 
million for the project, of which $25.1 million has been spent. The site has been acquired and is 
ready for construction. The project remains unfinished in part because no new courthouse 
construction funding has been included in the-budget request since FY 2010. 

We have enclosed a letter from Judges Kevin H. Sharp, Todd J. Campbell, Aleta A. Trauger 
and William G. Haynes of the Middle District of Tennessee that outlines several security 
concerns. Most disturbing are the structural deficiencies of the existing building — no side of the 
building meets setback requirements — that the Department of Defense Joint Antiterrorism Team 
determined leaves it vulnerable to devastating attacks. Increased caseloads and a more dangerous 
defendant population have also contributed to the operational and security deficiencies because 
judges, staff, and prisoners often share the same hallways and elevators. The Nashville Courthouse 
is also home to nine other federal agencies and offices, all of which are at risk. 

The Federal Judiciary has taken several steps to reduce costs and improve their capital 
planning process. Each year the Federal Judiciary contributes over $1 billion in rent to the Federal 
Buildings Fund, yet no funding for new courthouses has been included in the budget request since 
FY 2010. We hope that you will take these factors into account as you prepare the Fiscal Year 2016 
budget request and support this project to help ensure the safety of the public, litigants, and judicial 
officers and employees that frequent Nashville’s federal courthouse. 

We appreciate your attention to this important matter, and look forward to working with 
you. 

Sincerely, 

and froweert— 
Lamar Alexander Bob Corker 

United States Senator United States Senator 

     


