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October 30, 2014 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

President of the United States | 

The White House 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the business community in the Nashville region, the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce asks 

that you support the completion of funding for the new United States Courthouse in Nashville, Tennessee, in 

your Fiscal Year 2016 budget. 

A priority project for many years, the Judicial Conference of the United States reaffirmed Nashville as the 

judiciary’s number-one priority in FY 2016. Funding in the amount of $26.1 million has already been 

appropriated for land acquisition and architectural design. Architectural plans and construction documents 

were completed in 2008, but the site, which occupies a square block, sits undeveloped and blighted as our 

community awaits the final piece of funding for this project. 

During the time that courthouse funding has been suspended, the Nashville and Middle Tennessee has 

become one of the fastest growing metropolitan regions in the United States, with more than 1.8 million 

people and over 40,000 businesses. Our growing list of headquarter companies, such as HCA, Asurion, 

Bridgestone Americas, Nissan North America, Corrections Corporation of America, and many more create a 

demand for services of all kinds, including legal, accounting, healthcare, technology and others. National and 

regional law firms have flocked to Nashville to meet this demand, creating additional pressure on our 

existing, obsolete federal court facility. 

The city of Nashville and the 32 counties comprising the Middle District of Tennessee are in critical 

need of a new federal courthouse. Numerous studies and assessments have reaffirmed the need to correct 

serious security issues, space shortages, and operational deficiencies encountered in the current building. On 

behalf of the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce and all those affected by our judiciary, we ask for your 

support. 

Sincerely,   
aloh Schulz 

President & CEO 

211 Commerce Street, Suite 100 

Nashville, Tennessee 37201 

phone — 615.743.3000 

fax — 615.256.3074 

online — nashvillechamber.com  


