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On May 1, 2015, the Knoxville Bar Association awarded the 2015
Barristers’ Law and Liberty Award to my friend, Doug Blaze.  The Law
and Liberty Award goes to a lawyer who is visible to the legal profession
and local bar association, who works to advance the understanding of
law and legal processes in the non-legal community, sets an example of
good citizenship, gives time for volunteer work, sets high professional
standards and does not let adversity prevent him from striving to achieve
his professional goals.  That's Doug Blaze.

Trying to capture Doug's contributions to the profession, to the
College of Law, and to the community at large is like trying to capture
lightning in a bottle.  He is nothing less than a force of nature – a
bundle of energy constantly pushing to promote the values of our
profession. It has been my pleasure to work side by side with Doug
through our membership on the Tennessee Supreme Court Access to
Justice Commission, through the law school's Dean's Circle and through
formulating and teaching a new leadership class at the College of Law
(which is the subject of his column in this magazine).  

Doug's life, like the criteria for the Barristers’ Law and Liberty
Award, reminds us of the lawyer's responsibilities described in the
Preamble to the Rules of Professional Conduct.  We are to serve in the
spirit of public service, as part of a common calling to promote justice

and public good.  Doug does that.  The Preamble tells us that a lawyer
should be a "public citizen" having special responsibilities for the quality
of justice.  Doug shoulders that responsibility.  As a "public citizen," as
the Preamble calls it, we should seek improvement of the law.  Doug has
spent his professional life serving these ideals.  

As Director of the U.T. Clinic at the law school before he became
Dean, as Dean, and as Chair of the Access to Justice Commission,
Doug's contributions to the cause of equal access to justice are too
numerous to mention.  His contributions have earned him the Riney
Green Award from the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services and the
national Deborah Rhode Award from the Association of American Law
Schools.  

For seven years, Doug simultaneously built the College of Law into
a powerhouse of opportunities for students, and contributed to the
profession, to the University and to the Knoxville and Tennessee
communities.  At times, he shouldered his multiple roles in the
headwinds of adversity.  

Doug is a devoted husband and father.  He loves bluegrass music,
hiking in the mountains, travelling, and all things orange.  His path to
the deanship was serendipitous, proving to his students and to young
lawyers, if you work hard and do a good job at every task you undertake,
opportunities will present themselves in ways you could hardly have
imagined.  

Now, in the next chapter of his life, Doug will take a kernel of an
idea about a course on leadership and will move the curriculum of the
College of Law towards a greater emphasis on professional development
and the development of leadership skills under the auspices of the newly
formed Leadership Institute at the College of Law, which he will direct.  

As sad as I am we are losing him as Dean, I am equally excited we
are gaining him as the Director of the College of Law's Leadership
Institute.  Just as I have been confident at every turn he would lead the
Access to Justice Commission and the College of Law in the right
direction, so it is I am confident, brick by brick, he will build the
Leadership Institute at the College of Law into a nationally recognized
program.  

Congratulations to my good friend, Doug Blaze and
congratulations to the Knoxville Bar Association Barristers for the
wisdom displayed in the selection of this year's Law and Liberty Award
recipient.  
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