
	  
 
  
  
  
  
Information for Release                                      Contact:  Jeff 
Bradford/Caitlin Varley 

615.515.4884 
jeff@bradfordgroup.com 

caitlin@bradfordgroup.com 
  
  

Legal Aid Society Teams with Tennessee Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights Coalition and the New Americans 

Advisory Council to Host ‘Become a Citizen Now’ 
  

NASHVILLE, Tenn. Sept. 24, 2013 – Concluding observations 
across the city celebrating National Welcoming Week, 65 
immigrants were assisted by 12 volunteer lawyers in filing 
naturalization petitions on Saturday, Sept. 21 during the “Become a 
Citizen Now” workshops sponsored by the Tennessee Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights Coalition (TIRRC), Legal Aid Society and the 
mayor’s New Americans Advisory Council. 
  
Mayor Karl Dean attended the event and spoke to participants filing 
for citizenship, saying: “You make our city a better place, a richer 
place. The city is proud of you. We are happy you have picked 
Nashville. I can’t wait to welcome each of you as a citizen.” 
  
Forty volunteers – including a dozen law students from Vanderbilt 



University Law School – assisted applicants in completing forms, 
with experienced attorneys responsible for the screening of 
applicants for their eligibility for naturalization and for final review 
of the completed forms. 
  
“This one-day event helps immigrant families move toward 
citizenship and fulfill their American dream,” said Lucinda Smith, 
director of the Nashville Pro Bono Program, a joint venture of the 
Legal Aid Society and Nashville Bar Association. “Helping local 
immigrant families apply for naturalization opens doors for the 
whole community.” 
  
Welcoming Week was co-hosted by TIRRC, the Welcoming 
Tennessee Initiative and New Americans Advisory Council. The 
organizations held a series of events across the county designed to 
bring immigrants and U.S.-born community members together in a 
spirit of unity. The “Become a Citizen Now” workshop was part of 
the celebration. 
  
About the Legal Aid Society 
Since 1968, the Legal Aid Society has provided free legal assistance 
to low-income families. It serves clients in 48 counties through eight 
offices located in Clarksville, Cookeville, Columbia, Gallatin, 
Murfreesboro, Nashville, Oak Ridge and Tullahoma. The Legal Aid 
Society is funded in part by United Way. 
  
About TIRRC 
TIRRC is a statewide, immigrant and refugee-led collaboration 
whose mission is to empower immigrants and refugees throughout 
Tennessee to develop a unified voice, defend their rights and create 
an atmosphere in which they are recognized as positive contributors 
to the state. 
  



About the New Americans Advisory Council 
Mayor Karl Dean created the New Americans Advisory Council 
(NAAC) in 2009 to help foster a link between Nashville’s new 
Americans and Metro Nashville government.  Comprised of leaders 
from Nashville’s refugee and immigrant communities, NAAC has 
opened up a two-way line of communication and collaboration 
between our government and our newest citizens. For more 
information, please contact NAAC co-chair Louisa Saratora 
(lsaratora@cctenn.org). 
  
About the Welcoming Tennessee Initiative 
Founded in 2006 by the Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
Coalition (TIRRC), the Welcoming Tennessee Initiative is based on 
the idea that Tennessee is fundamentally a welcoming and 
hospitable place where many people remember and value their own 
immigrant roots, and can moved to value the contributions that 
newcomers make to the social and economic fabric of the state. For 
more information at www.welcomingtn.org. 
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