
Letter from Chief Justice Lee to Tennessee Lawyers re: Amendment 2 
 
 
October 22, 2014 
 
Dear Fellow Tennessee Lawyers: 
 
When early voting began, I received an unexpected phone call from my high school math 
teacher.  He was seeking my opinion and advice regarding Amendment 2, and I told him that I 
am voting yes on 2.  Many others have contacted me with questions about Amendment 2 during 
the past few weeks, once again illustrating that voters do listen to lawyers and judges for 
guidance on issues relating to the law and our court system.  During the 26 years I practiced law 
in Monroe County before becoming a judge, I experienced over and over again the trust that 
people place in their local lawyers. With two weeks remaining in this election, it is important to 
remember that your opinion matters to your friends, neighbors, clients and colleagues who will 
be going to the polls.  
 
Community leaders and organizations from all across the state have come together to build an 
unprecedented, bipartisan show of support for Amendment 2.  Groups supporting Amendment 2 
include the Tennessee Bar Association, Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation, Tennessee Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry, Tennessee Sheriffs’ Association, NAACP of Tennessee, League of 
Women Voters of Tennessee, Tennessee Lawyers’ Association for Women, Tennessee District 
Attorneys General, Tennessee District Public Defenders, Tennessee Voices for Victims and 
many others.   
 
Amendment 2 strikes the right balance between preserving an independent, diverse, and qualified 
judiciary, while ensuring it is accountable to the people it serves.  Although no method for 
selecting a judge is perfect, I believe passing Amendment 2 is the right choice for Tennessee and 
will protect the long-term integrity of Tennessee’s justice system. 
 
At every election, I’m reminded of the lesson I learned from my father who served his country in 
WWII.  His sacrifice and the sacrifices of so many others to defend our right to vote and to 
choose the way in which we are governed taught me to never take this right for granted.  Our 
judiciary is a vital part of our government that protects the liberties we enjoy and upholds the 
rule of law fairly and equally for all Tennesseans.  I hope that during this election you will take 
the time to consider the importance of Amendment 2, encourage those around you to vote and 
remember that your opinion matters. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chief Justice Sharon Lee 
 


