
PRESS RELEASE 
Memphis Area Legal Services’ Attorney Craig P. Barnes 
receives The 2015 Wayne Parker Advocate of the Year 
Recipient Greenville Award. 
Memphis, June 1, 2015 
 
 STEP, Inc. (Support and Training for Exceptional Parents) announced Craig P. Barnes as its 2015 Wayne Parker Advocate 

of the Year Recipient.  He was presented the award during the recent Tennessee Disability Mega Conference in Nashville.  

Mr. Barnes, who graduated from	  Duke	  University	  in	  1996	  and	  	  received	  his	  J.D.	  from	  Saint	  Louis	  University	  

School	  of	  Law	  in	  2000,	  began	  his	  career	  with	  a	  small	  firm	  in	  Seattle,	  WA	  representing	  indigent	  prisoners	  

in	  cases	  involving	  prison	  conditions,	  sentencing	  structure	  and	  federal	  civil	  rights	  violations.	  In	  2005,	  Mr.	  

Barnes	  moved	  with	  his	  family	  to	  Memphis,	  where	  he	  joined	  Memphis	  Area	  Legal	  Services,	  Inc.	  (MALS)	  as	  

a	  National	  Consumer	  Law	  Center-‐	  Brooks	  Fellow.	  He	  

is currently an Attorney with the Consumer Law Unit at  MALS. He handles a wide variety of cases in state and 

federal court, and represents children with disabilities and their parents in matters in and related to Special 

Education.  STEP’s	  Wayne	  Parker	  Advocate	  of	  the	  Year	  Award	  is	  presented	  each	  year	  to	  a	  person	  who	  has	  

exemplified	  using	  information	  to	  assist	  a	  child	  or	  youth	  with	  a	  disability	  to	  receive	  a	  free	  appropriate	  

public	  education.	  STEP	  also	  seeks	  recipients	  who	  demonstrate	  teamwork	  and	  collaboration	  and	  the	  zeal	  

to	  share	  the	  information	  they	  have	  learned	  with	  others.	  	   

Previously, Mr. Barnes received the Tennessee Bar Association’s Access to Justice Award’s “special recognition” 

for extraordinary pro bono service in the wake of Gulf Coast Hurricane, Katrina, and was given the Tennessee 

Alliance for Legal Services’ New Advocate of the Year Award in 2009. He successfully argued a case before the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit involving the rights of a disabled child. He currently serves on the board 

of Disability Rights Tennessee (DRT) and resides in Memphis, Tennessee.	  	  
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About Memphis Area Legal Services Inc. (www.malsi.org)  

Established in 1970, MALS is a non-profit law firm working to ensure that the most vulnerable Memphians 
have access to the highest quality of legal assistance. Women and children, the elderly and the disabled – 
residents who are often susceptible to the widening “justice gap” make up the greatest percentage of MALS’ 
legal assistance. With limited government funding and much-needed donor support, it services result in access 
to food, shelter, income and a safe living environment for the residents it serves. 
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