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Tennessee Residents Need Strong Funding of the Legal  
Services Corporation 
The Legal Services Corporation (LSC) is the largest single provider of funding to civil legal assistance 
programs for low-income Americans. LSC distributes grants to 134 independent local programs, and LSC 
grantees operate legal aid programs in each of the 50 states. LSC funding supports local programs which 
provide civil legal services to individuals at or below 125 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. LSC 
grantees operate in each of the nation’s counties and congressional districts, including rural areas in 
which lawyers are in short supply. 

 
The country’s poverty population has increased by nearly 12 million people over the past 15 years, and 
one in five Americans currently qualifies for civil legal assistance from the LSC grantees. These grantees 
assist 2.3 million Americans annually, including veterans returning from war, domestic violence victims, 
individuals undergoing foreclosure or other housing issues, those coping with the after-effects of 
natural disasters, and families involved in child custody disputes.  
 
Tennessee has four LSC grantees: Legal Aid of East Tennessee, Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and 
the Cumberlands, Memphis Area Legal Services, and West Tennessee Legal Services. The state currently 
receives $7,601,797 in federal funding for LSC.  The ABA and LSC are grateful for the $10 million increase 
that Congress provided for FY15.  However, the need for legal assistance continues to rise, with over 63 
million Americans eligible for civil legal aid.  Therefore, the ABA requests the Administration level of $452 
million for LSC for FY16.  Funding the program at $452 million will provide an additional $1,622,707 in 
legal aid funds for Tennessee in the next fiscal year, bringing the state’s total to $9,224,504.   

 
 

Tennessee needs Congress to fund the Legal Services Corporation at $452 million for Fiscal Year 2016 
because: 

x Over 20 percent of Tennessee families are eligible for civil legal assistance. 
 

x Tennessee's unemployment rate is one of the highest in the country, making legal aid more 
critical for the state. 
 

x More than 60 percent of low-income Tennesseans face at least one significant legal issue, but 
less than half ever seek assistance to address the matter. 
 

x Legal assistance programs in Tennessee provide over $190 million in economic benefits and 
savings for the community, including both immediate and long-term impacts. 
 

x Every dollar invested in legal aid in Tennessee produces over $11 return to clients and the 
community. 
 

x Because of funding reductions in recent years, combined with an increase in the number of 
people seeking legal assistance, the programs have not been able to provide as extensive of 
services to low-income Tennesseans. 
 

x Tennessee's Access to Justice Commission and the legal services providers in the state have 
worked diligently to reach underserved areas of the state and inform Tennesseans of the 
resources providing legal assistance. 

 
The Legal Services Corporation needs full funding to give its grantees adequate resources to serve the 
low-income people of Tennessee. Funding LSC at $452 million is critical to provide Tennessee with 
$9,224,504 to help provide legal assistance for its residents. 
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