
n June 16th 2009 in conjunction with
the TBA Convention in Memphis, the

Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative, a sub-
committee of the Tennessee Bar Association’s
Access to Justice Committee hosted the third
annual Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Gala. The
Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative was
launched in 2006 as a joint effort by the TBA
Access to Justice Committee, the TBA
Corporate Counsel Section and the Association
of Corporate Counsel (ACC) to help foster a
coordinated approach to pro bono work and sup-
port for the access to justice community by cor-
porate counsel in Tennessee.

The reception and dinner were held at the
Peabody hotel. Buck Lewis, TBA President
served as Master of Ceremonies introducing the
speakers and presenting the annual Pro Bono

Awards. This year the
speakers included Maura Smith,
Senior Vice President, Corporate
Secretary and General Counsel
of International Paper, Bill
Young of Blue Cross/Blue Shield,
Deb House Chairperson of the
TBA Access to Justice
Committee and Supreme Court
Justice Sharon Lee served as the
evening keynote speaker. 

Following the speakers, Buck
Lewis present the 2009 Corporate
Counsel Pro bono Awards to the
in house legal department and
law firm for their outstanding

efforts in providing Pro Bono services to the community.
This year the awards went to the Fed Ex Legal
Department and to the Hardison Law Firm in Memphis. 

Over the past three years, the Corporate Counsel Pro
Bono Initiative has raised over $160,000. This money

has been used to fund out-
reach events held around
the state, from Kingsport to
Memphis to offer in-house
corporate counsel informa-
tion about how they can
become involved in pro
bono work locally and pro-
vided networking opportu-
nities for them to meet
representatives from their
local access to justice organ-
izations as well as other law
firm and corporate counsel
as potential partners in pro
bono projects. 

The money raised has
also already funded corpo-
rate counsel pro bono

project grants across the state. The funded projects offer
in-house and
c o r p o r a t e
lawyers specific
pro bono oppor-
tunities tailored
to their situa-
tions, skills and
interests and
facilitate part-
nerships among
corporate legal
departments, law
firms, access to
justice and other
c o m m u n i t y
service organiza-
tions to help
meet local legal
service gaps. �
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Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Gala Celebrates
Third Successful Event
By Jim Barry

Justice Sharon Lee, 

Keynote Speaker

Maura A. Smith of IP addresses the

gala's attendees



2

ow, what a year it’s been! When Buck Lewis
contacted the Access to Justice Committee in
the Spring of 2008 we never imagined the ride

we would take. This past year has seen the initiation of
many significant access to justice initiatives, not the
least of which were the wildly successful 4/4 events.
Buck’s emphasis on Participate, Collaborate, Educate
and Legislate has resulted in movement on the access
to justice and pro bono front that is unprecedented in
Tennessee and also serves as a model for other states.
From the Access to Justice Committee all I can say to
Buck is a huge and heartfelt “Thank You”.

The coming year promises to hold further advances
in the area of access to justice. TBA President Gail
Ashworth has renewed the Bar Association’s commit-
ment to these vital issues. She is also leading the initial
planning efforts for Celebrate Pro Bono Week, which is
an initiative of the American Bar Association.
Tennessee will celebrate the great contribution of pro
bono lawyers across the state October 24-31. Look for
more information from the TBA as well as your local
pro bono directors and bar leaders as we approach this
event. You will be afforded opportunities to continue to
participate as well as to be recognized for all of the great
work you do to help fill the justice gap in Tennessee.

The newly formed Access to Justice Commission,

chaired by Nashville attorney Margaret Behm is
working at a fast and furious pace. Buck Lewis was
unanimously voted vice-chair at the Commission’s
recent meeting. Becky Rhodes continues to ably staff
the Commission through her position at the
Administrative Office of the Courts. With the 10 advi-
sory committees formed by the Commission, Becky
more than has her hands full. The Access to Justice
Committee of the Bar stands ready and eager to help
the Commission as it moves forward with its work.
Many of the members of our committee serve on the
various advisory committees of the Commission and
will offer their unique perspectives. I would encourage
all attorneys in Tennessee to share their voice and
vision with members of the Commission and the
Advisory Committees. The Commission will shape the
future of access to justice in Tennessee. Your will voice
will be heard and understood.

As I write the letter I am reminded once again of
the great responsibility of lawyers to ensure access to
justice for all. We are the only group in our society that
can address the critical legal needs of those most vul-
nerable. At this time in our history, more than ever, it
is imperative that lawyers continue to meet the need
and work to fill the justice gap. Thank you once again
for all you do. �

Letter From the Chair
By Deb House
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y six-year-old son once asked me what it is
that I do. Although he had followed his
daddy to work and been in my office many

times, he had no clue what I did. In the parlance of a
six-year-old, I told him that I help people. In a sense
that’s true. But as many of you know, being a lawyer is
as much a business as it is a profession. As a result,
sometimes we get lost in the business and financial
side of things. That is, too often I hear of lawyers com-
plaining that they are doing something that they really
don’t care to do, but are doing it because a client asked
them. With pro bono work, I have found that that is
rarely the case.

See, I am on career number three. Unlike many
individuals, I did not choose to become a lawyer when
I was “knee high to a grasshopper.” Instead, I wanted to
be a pilot. I did, in fact, learn to fly in the Air Force.
Then, after being a victim of a reduction in force, I
became a civil engineer. It was after I became bored
with engineering that I decided to do something better.

One of the reasons that I was bored with engi-
neering was the fact that I had no deadlines and when
I left the office no one even realized that I was gone. I
wanted to be needed. So, after a fateful conversation
with a relative, who was an attorney, I set off to go to
law school. The point is, becoming a lawyer was a
choice for me, done while I was an adult and able to
make more experienced decisions. I became a lawyer
so that I could help the people. Don’t get me wrong,
when I am working for my paying clients, I find that
they are quite often in need. They need my help and I
help to resolve their issues. But more often than not,
even without my help or even if we are not successful,
their lives and their businesses will go on, albeit maybe
a little bit poorer. But there was never really any ques-
tion as to whether or not they would survive.

On the other hand, this is not always the case for
pro bono clients. For them, your help means the differ-
ence sometimes between having the very essentials of
life and not. For example, I had one pro bono client

Why Pro Bono Work?
By Sean A. Hunt
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FEdEx, WiNNER, CORPORATE
LEGAL dEPARTmENT
FedEx stands out in its support and involvement in access
to justice; Richard (Clint) Saxton has been a devoted
member of the Memphis Area Legal Services (MALS)
board of directors, and is always available to support var-
ious program initiatives while advancing the mission of
equal access to justice. Several FedEx attorneys are reg-
ular and dedicated volunteers at the Attorney of the Day
program and they, along with FedEx paralegals, give of
their personal time for MALS’s Saturday Legal Clinics.
The legal department has sponsored ten CLE programs in
the past two years and its employees have contributed
more than $50,000 to MALS’ Access to Justice
Campaign and three of their attorneys sit on the organi-
zation’s Campaign Committee.

THE HARdiSON LAW FiRm,
WiNNER, LAW FiRm
The firm is one of the first in Memphis to adopt a pro bono
policy and members of the firm consistently volunteer for
a variety of pro bono initiatives including the Advance
Directive Initiative, the Attorney of the Day program, the
Saturday Legal Clinic program, and Disaster Legal Clinics.
Additionally, members of the firm handle numerous pro
bono cases on an extended service basis with many of the
firm members receiving individual recognition for their
efforts. However, by far, the most active attorney in the
firm is the President, David Cook. Cook as participated in
countless pro bono publico client representations since
1976, participates in all of the above mentioned programs
that his firm is an integral part of, is a referral attorney with
the Community Legal Clinic in Memhis and is co-chair in
both 2009 and 2010 of the Memphis Bar Association
Access to Justice Committee. �

Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Award Winners
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Members of the FedEx legal team accept their award

Members of the Hardison Firm with their award



come to me because she had paid, using nearly all of
her money, over $1000 for a mechanic to fix her car.
This very charming lady of Hispanic descent had
decided to use a Hispanic mechanic in order to
patronize that person’s business. Unfortunately, this
person had no intention of fixing her car and
returned it to her in the exact same condition it was
in when she took it to him; but he still took her
money. She sat in my chair, in tears, as she told me
the story of how her and her husband once owned
several of the Mexican restaurants in this area but
were forced to sell those restaurants in order to pay a
ransom for a family member still left in Mexico.
Selling everything they had, they raised over $1 mil-
lion to send for a ransom for a family member who
was never to be returned. Now, she sat in my office in
tears facing a similar situation, having used nearly all
of her money to pay for car to be fixed and had gotten
nothing in return.

For many of us, access to the legal field is simply a
matter of paying for appropriate legal representation.
In fact, many of our friends and clients simply call us
and ask for everyday advice, that we give for free,
which often prevents them from even having to seek
real legal redress. But there are many of our fellow
Americans who, because of their inability to pay, go

without legal advice or representation and sometimes
to the point where they’re very ability to continue is
threatened. These are hard working individuals who
are honest, trustworthy and loving. They are mothers,
daughters, sons, fathers, and family members of
someone who simply happen to be not as fortunate in
terms of their financial resources. It is because of them
that our profession has meaning. I challenge each and
every person reading this to take just one pro bono
case. I think you will find that like a good golf shot, it
will keep you coming back for more. �
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Why Pro Bono Work? (continued from page 2)

Join the TBA in
Celebrating Pro Bono
October is Celebrate Pro Bono Month at the
Tennessee Bar Association. A variety of events
will be held across the state to thank attorneys for
their contributions and offer a wider spectrum of
the profession the opportunity to give back to
their respective communities.  The month-long
endeavor will coordinate with and culminate
during the ABA’s Celebrate Pro Bono Week, Oct.
25-31. Check www.tba.org for more updates as
planning progresses.  �


