
Much has been written about how the
Volunteer State and its residents lived up to
their name and reputation in the aftermath of

the early May floods across Tennessee. Neighbors res-
cued neighbors in their fishing boats. Strangers from
across town went into strangers’ houses and “mucked
out” their wet and ruined drywall. Heroic volunteer
efforts made national headlines.

What was less heralded, but equally inspiring, was
the incredible response of Tennessee’s legal community.
Lawyers, from Nashville to Centerville, stepped up and
volunteered even before the waters began to recede. 

The “Disaster Legal Services Program” as the pro-
gram is called in the official FEMA handbook, was not

initiated for the Tennessee floods
until May 13, 2010. By that date,
dozens of Tennessee pro bono

attorneys had already assisted flood victims with legal
advice and information. 

Lawyers, whether trained in disaster legal response
or not, began to volunteer and step up almost immedi-
ately. In Nashville, on May 5, the local government
began opening Disaster Information Centers for flood
victims to receive an array of services. Thanks to the
tireless work of the legal community, these centers were
staffed with volunteer attorneys from the time they
opened until the city closed them when FEMA arrived. 

The Tennessee Disaster Legal Services Plan was
created in 2006 and is a partnership between the
TBA, the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services,
FEMA, and the Tennessee Chapter of the American
Bar Association Young Lawyers Division. For this dis-
aster, in which 46 counties have been involved, the
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On behalf of the TBA’s Access to Justice
Committee, it is our pleasure to bring you the
latest edition of the Tennessee Volunteer

Attorney. Here you will find news from throughout the
state about the pro bono and legal aid work being done
by you and your colleagues in the bar.

During the last three months, we have been
reminded just how deep the spirit of volunteerism runs
through Tennessee lawyers. In response to the devas-
tating floods that affected much of the state, lawyers
have been on the front lines of providing help to those
in need. In this edition of the newsletter, Erik Cole
describes the legal services that the bar quickly mobi-
lized in response to the disaster. Of course, there is no
way to document all of the ways that the bar has
responded, and will continue to respond, to the legal
needs created by the floods.

In this edition, you will also find stories of pro bono
lawyers and their work in the communities they serve.
Caren Nichol and Kelly Frey describe their work as vol-
unteers with Memphis Area Legal Services and
Tennessee Volunteer Lawyers and Professionals for the

Arts, respectively. Kathryn Tucker informs us about the
recipients of West Tennessee Legal Services’ Law Day
Awards. Michele Johnson writes about the tremendous
pro bono work provided to the Tennessee Justice
Center’s clients by two large, national law firms.

Inside this newsletter is also a calendar of upcoming
pro bono opportunities. We hope it will serve as a useful
reminder of the many chances we all have to contribute
our legal skills on behalf of those in greatest need.

Thank you for the pro bono and legal aid work
you do, whether publicly recognized in this
newsletter or, more likely, done quietly and without
much fanfare. If you have submissions for future edi-
tions of the Tennessee Volunteer Attorney, our
Publications subcommittee is always eager to receive
them. Contact me (desquivel@bassberry.com) or
Sarah Hayman (shayman@tnbar.org), the TBA’s
Access to Justice Coordinator, with ideas or articles
for future publication. �

Warm regards,
David Esquivel

A Letter From the Chair

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY EDITORIAL BOARD
Linda Warren Seely, Editor
David P. Cañas
Debra L. House
Alex J. Hurder

Calendar
SEPTEMBER 10
Deadline for Public Service Award Nominations,
www.tba.org/committees/AccesstoJustice/atjawards.html

SEPTEMBER 27-29
Equal Justice University, Paris Landing State Park
www.tals.org

OCTOBER 1-31
Celebrate Pro Bono Month

JANUARY 22
Tennessee Bar Association’s Public Service Luncheon, Nashville

MARCH 26
Fifth Annual Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative Gala, 
The Hermitage Hotel, Nashville
www.tba.org/TLCF/probonoinitiative/2011_pbi.html

To have your event listed in an upcoming newsletter, contact
Sarah Hayman at (615) 383-7421 or shayman@tnbar.org



3

As a shareholder at the Nashville office of Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC,
Kelly Frey’s time as a corporate attorney with

media and entertainment experience is in high demand.
However, many of Kelly’s col-
leagues know that he also wears
a creative hat outside the office
as a local novelist and screen-
writer. Over the last two years
Kelly has blended his profes-
sional and creative talents as a
dedicated volunteer for the
Volunteer Lawyers &
Professionals for the Arts, a pro-
gram of the Arts & Business
Council of Greater Nashville.
By volunteering with the VLPA,
Kelly found a wide variety of
corporate work, but more impor-
tantly worked on interesting
issues from the creative commu-
nity across the state of Tennessee
on a pro bono basis.

Recently Kelly donated more than 60 hours of pro
bono services to help April, an author based in
Memphis, who was in an intense stalemate with an
out-of-state publisher. As an artist, Kelly could
uniquely identify with April’s frustrations; as an
attorney, he could guide her through the complicated
legal issues she was facing. On a cold day in December
April reached a point where she was unsure she
should continue to fight to regain her rights as an
author. Kelly recalled, “[a]t that point I talked to her
as an artist and said ‘I don’t think you have an option.
You are a writer. That’s part of your character so I

don’t think [giving up is] an option for you. Let’s talk
about what other options you have from a legal and
business perspective so that you can exploit your cre-
ative capacity.’” By using his skill set as an attorney

and an artist Kelly successfully
negotiated with April’s publisher,
while also assisting April in devel-
oping her vision for her brand as an
author. “I was really at a point of
giving up on my dream and
without [Kelly’s] help I think I
would have done just that,” April
said. Although Kelly and April
have yet to meet in person Kelly
says they’re “good friends!”

While Kelly recognizes the pro-
fessional and ethical commitment
to pro bono services, for him the
work goes deeper. “[Pro bono work
is] the passion part about what
lawyers do. To work on a case like
April’s is really the goal we all saw
when we were in law school — to

help someone on a personal level. [To] assist an indi-
vidual who’s struggling and see them be successful,
that’s part of our aspirations.” �

Volunteer Lawyers & Professionals for the Arts (VLPA),
a cornerstone program of the Arts & Business Council of
Greater Nashville, provides pro bono legal assistance and
education to low-income artists of all disciplines, as well as
legal and business services to emerging non-profit arts
organizations located in the greater Nashville area. For
more information please visit www.abcnashville.org.

Spotlight on the Stars of the Volunteer Lawyers &
Professionals for the Arts
By Jaime DeRensis and Casey Summar

Equal Justice University (EJU) is the annual gath-
ering of approximately 200 lawyers, advocates,
professionals, and pro bono attorneys involved

in providing civil legal assistance across Tennessee.
This conference, co-sponsored by the Tennessee
Alliance for Legal Services and the Tennessee Bar
Association, is THE event for legal aid professionals
and pro bono attorneys in Tennessee. EJU provides a
unique opportunity for this community to gain up to
15 hours of Continuing Legal Education credits

through workshops, task force meetings, and a full
Skills Track. The EJU experience not only renews the
civil legal service community’s commitment to equal
access to justice in Tennessee, it also introduces new
pro bono lawyers, community advocates, and law stu-
dents to this important mission. 

This year’s conference will be held Sept. 27-29 at
Paris Landing State Park. Register now to reserve your
spot! Additional information can be found at
www.TALS.org. �

Equal Justice University 2010
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On June 4, the board, staff and guests of the
Tennessee Justice Center (TJC) were joined by
members of the Tennessee Supreme Court at a

reception honoring two international law firms that
have provided extraordinary pro bono services for the
benefit of children throughout Tennessee. Chief Justice
Janice Holder participated in the presentation of the
Tennessee Justice Center’s Pro Bono Award to Kirkland
& Ellis LLP (K&E), and Sonnenschein Nath &
Rosenthal LLP (SNR). The firms were recognized by
TJC for their pro bono work on the John B. case, which
seeks to ensure the provision of quality health care for
more than 600,000 Tennessee children served by
TennCare, Tennessee’s Medicaid program. The case
affects care for the vast majority of Tennessee children
with special needs and all foster children in state custody.
Through their work in John B., K&E and SNR have
together donated more than $9.5 million in pro bono
services to Tennessee children over the past four years. 

“We are very grateful to both law firms for their
efforts on behalf of Tennessee children and families in
need of vital health care services,” said Michele
Johnson, managing attorney of the Tennessee Justice
Center. “Their generosity in sharing their time and
legal expertise has had a tremendous impact on the
lives of thousands of families across Tennessee.” 

Chief Justice Holder said, “It is a special honor to be
here. In 2008, the Supreme Court publicly announced
its Access to Justice Initiative to focus on meeting the

legal needs of low-income citizens. The court has
declared this cause to be its top priority now and in the
foreseeable future. Access to justice is especially cru-
cial to people with unmet medical needs such as the
clients of the Tennessee Justice Center. Today we cel-
ebrate the pro bono contributions of Kirkland & Ellis
and Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal and their attor-
neys. Their efforts have made access to justice a reality
for many Tennesseans.” 

The Tennessee Justice Center presented the Pro
Bono awards during a reception hosted by Bass Berry
& Sims PLC and sponsored by Stites & Harbison
PLLC and SunTrust Bank with generous contributions
from other Nashville businesses. 

Kirkland & Ellis has been involved in the John B.
case since 2006. Since then, more than 48 of the firm’s
attorneys have worked with TJC to represent children
in Tennessee. “It’s been an honor to be involved on the
John B. case, which so directly impacts the well-being
of hundreds of thousands of children in Tennessee, and
we are humbled by this recognition from the
Tennessee Justice Center,” said Vickie Reznik of K&E.

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal also joined the
John B. case in 2006. Attorneys at the firm have pro-
vided more than 6,000 hours of pro bono service over
the past two years alone to children. “Sonnenschein is
grateful for this recognition and the opportunity to
join with the outstanding Tennessee Justice Center in
fighting on behalf of low-income children in

Tennessee Justice Center Celebrates Pro Bono
Contributions

Back Row (from left): Honoree Bob Joseph, TJC Executive Director Gordon Bonnyman, TJC Attorney Chris Coleman, TJC
Managing Attorney Michele Johnson, TJC Board Chair David Esquivel, Legal Aid Society General Counsel Neil McBride.
Front Row (from left): Chancellor Claudia Bonnyman, Future Community Leader Thomas Hill, Tennessee Supreme Court Chief
Justice Janice M. Holder, Tennessee Supreme Court Justice Cornelia A. Clark, Tennessee Supreme Court Justice William C.
Koch Jr.
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Tennessee to get adequate healthcare,” said Benjamin
Weinberg, Sonnenschein’s pro bono partner. 

State and local bar leaders established TJC as a
non-profit, public interest law firm in 1996. TJC has
received major funding from the IOLTA program
administered by the Tennessee Bar Foundation. TJC
provides free legal services to low-income families
across Tennessee in civil matters that federally funded
Legal Services grantees are unable to handle.
Reflecting on the organization’s nearly 15-year history,
TJC Executive Director Gordon Bonnyman expressed
gratitude “for the tremendous generosity of the legal
profession, both in Tennessee and across the nation.
Without the pro bono assistance of our colleagues,
TJC could never have achieved so much for Tennessee
families in need.”

ABOUT KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP
Kirkland & Ellis is a 1,500-attorney law firm repre-
senting global clients in complex corporate and tax,
litigation and dispute resolution/arbitration, restruc-
turing, and intellectual property and technology mat-
ters. The firm has offices in Chicago, Hong Kong,
London, Los Angeles, Munich, New York, Palo Alto,
San Francisco, Shanghai and Washington, D.C. The
firm’s commitment to pro bono service is demon-
strated by its annual contribution of 3 percent of the
firm’s total billable hours to pro bono efforts. In addi-
tion, the Kirkland & Ellis Foundation provides finan-
cial support to not-for-profit, charitable and
law-related organizations. For more information, visit

www.kirkland.com

ABOUT SONNENSCHEIN NATH & ROSENTHAL LLP
With more than 700 lawyers and other professionals in
14 offices in the United States and Europe, and a
global reach throughout the Americas, Africa, Asia
and the Middle East, Sonnenschein serves the legal
and public interest needs of many of the world’s best-
known and most admired businesses, nonprofits and
individuals. Founded in 1906, Sonnenschein is a
leader in innovative legal services, serving clients
through integrated, inter-office cooperation and team-
work among practice groups to provide efficient, effec-
tive and timely legal services and business counseling.
Sonnenschein is committed to using its legal talent
and resources to improve the lives of others.
Sonnenschein’s Pro Bono program consistently has
been highly ranked in the American Lawyer Pro Bono
Survey, and in 2009, Sonnenschein provided more
than 50,000 attorney pro bono hours. For more infor-
mation, visit www.sonnenschein.com.

ABOUT TENNESSEE JUSTICE CENTER
The Tennessee Justice Center (TJC) is a non-profit
public interest law firm. Its purpose is to respond to
threats to the health and well-being of Tennessee’s
most vulnerable citizens by being their advocate and
working through the law. TJC was established in 1996
and is located at 301 Charlotte Avenue, Nashville,
TN 37201. �

Tennessee Justice Center Celebrates Pro Bono Contributions: (continued from page 5)

Building on the extraordinary success of the first
annual National Pro Bono Celebration in 2009,
the ABA Standing Committee on Pro

Bono and Public Service is sponsoring the
Celebration again this year. The
Tennessee Bar Association will use
the entire month of October to
bring attention to the need for pro
bono work and celebrate the thou-
sands of hours that Tennessee
lawyers already contribute to
bringing access to justice to all
Tennesseans. 

During last year’s celebration, vol-
unteers from the TBA and its Young
Lawyers Division, local bar groups, and legal
aid organizations hosted almost 20 legal clinics, with
more than 200 lawyers assisting more than 400 clients
on topics ranging from domestic violence protection to

estate planning. Another 200 lawyers participated in
live and webcast CLE programs, learning about new

IOLTA rules as well as practical skills of assisting
clients in need of pro bono legal help.

Are you planning a Celebration event
in your community this October? Let us
know about it! The TBA will promote
and publicize local Celebration
events via TBA Today throughout
the entire month of October. Please
contact Sarah Hayman at (615) 383-
7421 or shayman@tnbar.org to share
details about your Celebration. �

For more information visit the national
Celebration website at www.probono.net/celebrateprobono/

Celebrate Pro Bono 2010
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As a working mother with two young children,
my Saturdays are sacred family days. So when
I was asked to attend a Saturday Legal Clinic

with my law firm, Evans Petree, I have to admit that I
was less than enthusiastic. Pat Arnoult had agreed to
staff the clinic with attorneys from our firm and
anyone who knows Pat knows he is hard to say no to.
I gave my husband, who is also my law partner, the
choice — he could either go to the clinic or watch the
kids. He chose the kids. At least the clinic starts at the
sane time of 9:30 a.m., and so after dishing out waffles
to my boys, I headed over to the library.

There was already a divorce matter that no one else
wanted to touch waiting for me when I arrived. Many
of my partners and associates had already started their
first case of the day. Some of the cases were like bad
law school exam questions and it was fun to watch
some of the associates, who are not used to diagnosing
the problems, struggle to discern the true issues from
the long sordid stories. It was great to watch my part-
ners who are used to dealing in different issues handle
the true-to-life issues you face at the clinics. I think
Bill Hendrix got the biggest laugh by watching my face
when our client was talking to us about misfiring cylin-
ders and a variety of other car parts I had never heard
of. I had no idea what a cylinder did, or that there was
more than one in your car. 

By teaming up we were able to help everyone and
even learned a little bit from each other and from our
clients. One of my clients was going to call me if they
had questions, another was going to call me and let me

know how they did in court. I promised to review an
agreement for a third, and the last client was going to
come back to the next legal clinic if he was not suc-
cessful in handling his situation by himself. 

My stomach started to grumble and I realized that it
was already noon. The three hours passed surprisingly
quickly. Time flies when you are busy and having fun. At
the end of the day I have to admit that I was glad I pulled
the short stick. Being at the clinic not only reminded me
of why I wanted to practice law but also reminded me
how much I enjoy my partners and associates. 

It was good for our firm to participate in the Saturday
Legal Clinic. We enjoyed it, and it was an excellent
experience for our associates. I would encourage all
firms to agree to participate in this or something similar
at least once a year. I think you will find it not only a
good cause, but also, selfishly, an interesting endeavor. It
also provided me with a good lesson for my 8-year-old
about obligations to help others and led to an explana-
tion about the difference between a profession and a
job. I hope that my son learned something important
from my absence that day. �

Caren Nichol is a shareholder with Evans Petree PC in
Memphis where she serves as chair of the firm’s Litigation
Practice Group. Nichol’s litigation practice consists of a
broad range of matters including business litigation, family
law and appellate practice. She has been admitted to prac-
tice before the Sixth Circuit and is a Rule 31 trained family
law mediator.

THE SATURDAY LEGAL CLINIC

A Reluctant Attorney’s Change of Heart
by Caren Nichol

Each year the Tennessee Bar Association recog-
nizes outstanding service by attorneys who have
donated their time to help others. The three

awards given are the Ashley T. Wiltshire Public
Service Attorney of the Year, the Harris Gilbert Pro
Bono Volunteer of the Year Award and the Law
Student Volunteer Award. 

The Ashley T. Wiltshire Public Service Attorney of
the Year Award is given to an attorney who has pro-
vided dedicated and outstanding service while
employed by an organization that is primarily engaged
in providing legal representation to the poor. The Harris
Gilbert Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year Award recog-
nizes private attorneys who have contributed significant
amounts of pro bono work and have demonstrated ded-

ication to the development and delivery of legal services
to the poor. The award is named after Gilbert, a
Nashville attorney and past Tennessee Bar Association
president, who exemplifies this type of commitment.
The Law Student Volunteer Award recognizes a
Tennessee law school student who provides outstanding
volunteer services while working with an organization
that provides legal representation to the indigent.

Award nominations are due by Sept. 10. For more
information and to submit a nomination, visit
http://www.tba.org/committees/AccesstoJustice/
atjawards.html. 

Award winners will be honored at the Tennessee
Bar Association’s Public Service Luncheon on Jan. 22,
2011, in Nashville. �

Submit a Nomination for the 2010-2011 
TBA Public Service Awards
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WEST TENNESSEE
Community Legal Center
910 Vance Avenue
Memphis, TN 38126
(901) 543-3395
www.clcmemphis.com/volunteerapp.html

Memphis Area Legal Services
109 North Main Street, Suite 200
Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 523-8822
www.malsi.org/volunteer.php

West Tennessee Legal Services
P.O. Box 2066
Jackson, TN 38302
(731) 423-0616
www.wtls.org

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee 
& the Cumberlands
300 Deadrick Street
Nashville, TN 37201
1-800-238-1443
www.las.org/about/get_involved/volunteer

EAST TENNESSEE
Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
Maegan Jones, pro bono director
744 McCallie Avenue, Suite 410
Chattanooga, TN 37403
(423) 756-4013
mjones@laet.org

Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
Terry Woods, pro bono director
502 South Gay Street, Suite 404
Knoxville TN 37902
(865) 637-0484
twoods@laet.org

Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
Carla Forney, pro bono director
P.O. Box 360
311 W. Walnut Street, Suite 100
Johnson City TN 37604
(423) 928-8311
cforney@laet.org

STATEWIDE
Volunteer Lawyers and Professionals for the Arts
211 Commerce Street, Suite 100
Nashville, TN 37201
(615) 743-3055
vlpa@ABCNashville.org 

Tennessee Justice Center
Chris Coleman, staff attorney
301 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, TN 37201
(615) 255-0331
ccoleman@tnjustice.org 

ACLU of Tennessee
P.O. Box 120160
Nashville, TN  37212
(615) 320-7142
www.aclu-tn.org/cooperatingattorney.htm

Ready to Volunteer?
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partnership has also included local legal aid programs,
local bar associations, the Tennessee Association for
Justice and the Tennessee Justice Center. 

The Tennessee Disaster Legal Services Hotline,
which is a free statewide legal resource for flood victims
(the hotline can be reached at 1-888-395-9297), run by
the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services, was acti-
vated on, May 6. Since that time, close to 500
Tennesseans have been assisted by volunteer lawyers
through the hotline. In addition, numerous clinics,
neighborhood meetings, call-in programs, and other
assistance events have brought volunteer attorneys to
flood victims.

The legal needs of flood victims are many, and
change as they move from immediate response to
recovery and rebuilding. Landlord/tenant conflicts
have been the most numerous calls on the DLS hot-
line, but callers also have issues with flood and home-
owners’ insurance, FEMA claims and consumer
protection issues. Lawyers also have assisted special-
needs communities, such as non-English speakers and
the disabled, who may have difficulty obtaining assis-
tance or knowing their legal rights. In several apart-
ment complexes and trailer parks in Middle Tennessee,
volunteer attorneys were able to ensure that landlords
followed the law and made units habitable again.

Attorneys who volunteer their time to help disaster
victims also have many resources for training and prepa-

ration, thanks again to the collaborative efforts of the
equal justice community. The TBA has conducted three
disaster-oriented online CLE webinars since the flood
and all are still available on the website at
www.tnbaru.com. Attorneys volunteering at centers or
as part of hotline response can also utilize the Tennessee
Disaster Legal Services Handbook, which was created in
2006 and updated in 2009.

To get involved in Disaster Legal Services response,
you can volunteer by calling your local legal aid pro-
gram or contacting Sarah Hayman at the TBA (800-
899-6993). There are numerous resources for lawyers
assisting flood victims on the web as well. And, if you
are on Facebook, you can even join the Tennessee
Disaster Legal Services group.

Disasters of this magnitude are marathons, as
opposed to sprints. Disaster legal services will continue
to be needed for the next year or even longer as flood
victims work through the complex and lengthy
recovery process. However, thanks to the tireless vol-
unteer spirit of Tennessee’s lawyers, and the good work
of so many equal justice agencies, victims will have
legal assistance every step of the way. �

Erik Cole is the executive director of the Tennessee Alliance
for Legal Services, as well a member of the Nashville Metro
Council representing District 7. 

Legal Community Rallies (continued from page 1)

MARCH 26, 2011
The Fifth Annual Corporate Counsel 
Pro Bono Initiative Gala
NASHVILLE • THE HERMITAGE HOTEL
RECEPTION 6PM • DINNER 7PM
For more information about the Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative Gala, visit
http://www.tba.org/TLCF/probono_initiative/index.html or contact the TBA
Access to Justice Coordinator, Sarah Hayman, at: shayman@tnbar.org. �

Save 
the 
Date
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Jackson-Madison County Bar Association 
Celebrates Law Day
By Kathryn Tucker

On April 30, Todd Siroky, President of
the Jackson-Madison County Bar
Association, welcomed one of the

largest crowds ever to attend Law Day. The
First United Methodist Church, Clayton Hall,
was filled to capacity as attorneys, parale-
gals and community leaders gathered to
celebrate “Law in the 21st Century-Enduring
Traditions, Emerging Challenges.” The guest
speaker was the Hon. Jim T. Hamilton,
Circuit Court Judge for the 22nd Judicial
District. Judge Hamilton entertained the
crowd with stories about the people who had influenced him throughout his life.

The Ernie H. Gray Paralegal Utilization Award was presented to Edward Martindale by Courtney
Sydnor, representing the West Tennessee
Paralegal Association. Martindale was nomi-
nated by his paralegal, Jessie Snider.

Jody Pickens presented the Liberty Bell
Award to Emma Long for her commitment
and service to the community as the liaison
between the mental health providers and
the courts.

West Tennessee Legal Services recog-
nized Keely Wilson, Jeff Mueller and
Jonathan Steen for volunteering 50 hours of
pro bono service and Betty Stafford Scott for
100 hours of pro bono service. �

Kathryn Tucker is the pro bono coordinator for West Tennessee Legal Services.

Jonathan Steen and Jeff Mueller

Jonathan Steen and Betty Stafford Scott


