
PRESS RELEASE 
Tennessee ABOTA (American Board of Trial Advocates) 

The Tennessee Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates, a group consisting 
of both plaintiff and defense lawyers, announces its endorsement of Chief Justice Gary 
Wade, Justice Connie Clark and Justice Sharon Lee and urges voters to vote to retain 
Justice Lee, Justice Clark and Chief Justice Wade. 

F. Braxton (Brack) Terry, president of the Tennessee Chapter of the American Board of 
Trial Advocates, speaking on behalf of Tennessee ABOTA released the following 
statement. Justices Wade Lee and Clark are conservative and have served fairly and 
impartially throughout their term and deserve to be retained for another 8 year term. 
The Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission which was appointed, in part, by Ron 

Ramsey, the person behind the campaign to unseat them, has overwhelmingly 

recommended that these three Justices be retained. They have each been tough on 
crime, affirming 90% of the death penalty cases. 

The recent attacks on these Justices in TV advertisements, robo calls and direct 
mailings can only be characterized as a smear campaign. Linking these Justices to 
somehow supporting Obama Care or the Affordable Care Act is a_ blatant 
misrepresentation to the people of Tennessee. The Tennessee Supreme Court has 
never had an occasion to make any rulings relative to the Affordable Care Act and likely 
never will because it is a federal law and federal courts would interpret this law, not 
state courts. 

To send out advertisements indicating these three Justices are soft on crime could not 
be further from the truth. The persons and groups responsible for these attack ads 

would not appear to have Tennesseans best interests at heart, but rather personal 
political gain. 

Tennessee ABOTA joins the Tennessee State Fraternal Order of Police and 14 current 
and retired prosecutors that have endorsed or announced their support for Chief Justice 

Wade, Justice Lee and Justice Clark. It should not go unnoticed that the vast majority 
of newspapers have printed articles or editorials supporting for our Supreme Court, 
including the Kingsport Times, Knoxville News Sentinel, Jackson Sun, Chattanooga 
Times Free Press, Citizens Tribune, Memphis Flyer, Memphis Commercial Appeal, The 
Tennessean and others. 

Retired Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court Sandra Day O’Connor 
once said, “The founders (of our country) realized there has to be someplace where 
being right is more important than being popular or powerful, and where fairness trumps 
strength. And in our country that place is supposed to be in the courtroom.” Tennessee 
ABOTA believes Justice Lee, Chief Justice Wade and Justice Clark are a perfect 
example of the qualities Justice O’Connor was describing in this statement. 

It would be a travesty if Ron Ramsey's power grab based on half-truths and 
misrepresentations about Justice Lee, Justice Clark and Chief Justice Wade were to 

succeed. It is our recommendation that the people of the great State of Tennessee vote 
to retain our Supreme Court Justices as they have always made rulings consistent with



the law and have done what is fair, regardless of who the plaintiff or defendant was in a 
particular case. 

The Tennessee Chapter of American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) is a national 

association of experienced plaintiff and defense lawyers and judges dedicated to the 
preservation and promotion of the civil jury trial and the right to civil jury trial guaranteed 
by the 7" Amendment to our Constitution and dedicated to preserving a quality and 
independence of the judiciary. 

Part of its mission is to respond to adverse publicity, misinformation and unwarranted 

criticism of individual judges or the judiciary. 

Tennesseans should vote to retain Chief Justice Wade, Justice Lee and Justice Clark 
because they deserve a Supreme Court that is not beholden to any special interest 
groups or persons that would threaten our Judiciary with politics. These Justices have 
Tennessee values.


