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Lawsuit filed against Individuals in Government Imposter Scheme                           

Government look-alike companies targeted Tennessee businesses for years 

Tennessee Attorney General Herbert H. Slatery III, along with Secretary of State Tre Hargett and 

Division of Consumer Affairs Director Cynthia Wiel, today announced the filing of a lawsuit in 

Davidson County Chancery Court against three individuals for violating the Tennessee 

Consumer Protection Act.   

According to the lawsuit, Chad Davis and Joshua Strawn of Florida and Tate Howe of California 

have been doing business in Tennessee as Division of Corporate Services and Annual Business 

Services over the past few years.  

Multiple businesses, registered with the Tennessee Secretary of State, have reported receiving a 

solicitation from the two private companies. The companies offer to create annual corporate 

meeting minutes for a fee of up to $150.  The solicitations, titled “Annual Minutes Form” and 

“Annual Records Statement,” look official and could easily be confused as being from the 

Tennessee Secretary of State’s Office, particularly because the solicitations appear to be an 

invoice for payment and use a return address in the capital city of Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Tennessee Secretary of State does not require the submission of annual meeting minutes nor 

the payment of any related fee.  Division of Corporate Services and Annual Business Services 

are not registered to do business in Tennessee and are not affiliated or associated with the 

Tennessee Secretary of State’s Division of Business Services.   

“These companies pretended to be something they are not in hopes of taking advantage of 

unsuspecting Tennessee businesses,” General Slatery said. “This lawsuit should serve as a 

warning to other government imposter companies that we are serious about putting a stop to this 

deceptive solicitation scheme.” 

“This lawsuit is an important step in preventing companies like this from preying on 

unsuspecting Tennessee businesses. These entities count on the fact that people don’t always 

read the fine print. That’s why I urge anyone who questions a solicitation they receive to contact 

the Division of Business Services immediately,” said Secretary of State Tre Hargett. 
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“Unfortunately government imposter scams are not uncommon,” Division of Consumer Affairs 

Director Cynthia Wiel said. “We encourage Tennesseans to reach out to the Division of 

Consumer Affairs if they have concerns about the validity of any solicitations for money or 

personal information they might receive.”  

Anyone who receives a suspicious solicitation purporting to be from the government should file 

a complaint with the Tennessee Division of Consumer Affairs (DCA) online at 

http://www.tn.gov/commerce/section/consumer-affairs or by telephone at 1-800-342-8325 (toll 

free inside Tennessee) or (615) 741-4737. 
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