
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

LAW FIRM BARRETT JOHNSTON ANNOUNCES FIRM NAME CHANGE, 
NAMING OF NEW PARTNER AND OFFICE MOVE 

 
June 25, 2014 – The Nashville law firm Barrett Johnston, LLC has announced that, 
effective July 1, 2014, the firm will be named Barrett Johnston Martin & Garrison, 
including Jerry Martin and Dave Garrison as named partners in the firm.  Additionally, 
the firm has promoted Scott Tift to Partner.  Finally, the firm has moved offices, moving 
to the Bank of America Plaza in downtown Nashville. 
 
With a rich history in some of the most consequential litigation in Nashville’s legal 
history, the firm is poised to continue its proud tradition of fighting some of the most 
powerful corporate and governmental institutions on behalf of individuals.  Founded by 
George Barrett and Doug Johnston, the firm is most well-known for its work in the civil 
rights and labor arenas, as well as securities fraud litigation.  In addition to this work, 
the firm is now focused on representing whistleblowers in the healthcare industry in qui 
tam litigation against private healthcare companies that are defrauding our federal and 
state governments. 
 
 “While the battleground may have expanded, our focus is still the same – representing 
individuals who have the courage to stand up to some of the most powerful forces in our 
society,” said Jerry Martin who heads up the firm’s whistleblower practice.  
“Whistleblowers face enormous challenges – navigating the complicated legal web to 
report fraud, recovering the appropriate funds, and avoiding reprisal.  “Our firm is 
ideally suited to represent whistleblowers as they pull back the curtain and expose 
fraud,” added Martin. 
 
The firm also has expanded its wage and hour litigation practice, where it has recovered 
millions of dollars of unpaid wages on behalf of workers throughout the United States in 
just the past few years.  “The Department of Labor estimates that between 70% and 90% 
of employers are in violation of our country’s laws that dictate how hourly workers are to 
be paid,” noted David Garrison.  Garrison added that, “Our firm intends to build on its 
success representing workers in class and collective actions aimed at recovering every 
dime they are owed for their work.” 
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Background on attorneys Martin, Garrison, and Tift 
 
Jerry Martin served as U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Tennessee during the 
first term of the Obama Administration.  In that role, Martin received national acclaim 
for his work prosecuting healthcare fraud, serving as co-chair of the U.S. Attorney 
General’s Health Care Fraud Working Group.  At the firm, Martin’s practice is focused 
on representing whistleblowers in the healthcare industry.  Mr. Martin also serves as Of 
Counsel with the nation’s leading securities firm, Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd, LLP.   
 
Dave Garrison focuses his practice on complex employment litigation, including wage 
and hour class actions, where he has led the firm’s efforts to recover millions of dollars 
in unpaid wages over the last few years.  A leader in Democratic politics, Mr. Garrison 
served as Treasurer of the Tennessee Democratic Party from 2009 – 2012 and served on 
President Obama’s National Finance Committee during the 2012 election cycle.    
 
Scott Tift has served as lead counsel in some of the firm’s recent civil rights matters, as 
well as handling wage and hour collective actions.  In 2011, Mr. Tift worked with the 
ACLU to negotiate a consent decree on behalf of nine children and their families with 
the Sumner County School System that protects current and former students from 
school-sponsored religious proselytizing.  Earlier this year, Mr. Tift led the trial team on 
a case that resulted in a $500,000 payment for 17 Monroe County, Tennessee road 
workers whose jobs were eliminated by the county in retaliation for their exercising 
their First Amendment right to support a political candidate of their choosing. 
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