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RE:  Chancery Court Settlement: Approximately $35 million dollars to be granted to 

statewide aging programs (or projects) with local impacts  

 

 

 

Dear Interested Organization:  

 

Approximately $35 million in funds will soon be made available through a grant process 

stemming from the settlement of two Davidson County Chancery Court cases in Tennessee.  

(See below for information about the cases.)  By Order of the Court dated August 17, 2016, 

“these funds shall be used to sustain and improve the quality of life for the elderly of Tennessee.”   

In the Order, the Court also directed that these funds be utilized “on a statewide basis with local 

impacts” in addressing four specific senior issues in Tennessee: (1) affordable senior housing; 

(2) senior dental; (3) senior transportation; and (4) legal assistance for seniors.     

 

To assist in the distribution of the funds, the Chancery Court established a group of well-

known foundations and organizations in the State.  These foundations and organizations (known 

as the “consortium”) were selected for a variety of reasons including their geographical diversity 

and their understanding of the subject areas.  They include the United Way of Greater Knoxville, 

the Memorial Foundation, the HCA Foundation, The West End Home Foundation, and the Assisi 

Foundation of Memphis.  All have unique experience in evaluating proposals and making grants.     

 

The Tennessee Commission on Aging and Disability was asked to provide administrative 

support to the group.    

 

After a review of certain potential avenues of disbursement, the Court has directed that a 

Delegated Grant Authority process (“DGA”) be utilized through the Tennessee Commission on 

Aging and Disability.  The DGA allows for an open solicitation process; entities and 

organizations will be invited to apply for funds through that structured process.  There will be an 

evaluation process to determine the grantees and awards; ultimate approval of final grantees will 

be made by the Court.  The DGA will contain basic accountability criteria and reporting 

requirements that must be followed by the grantees.  

 

The process for submissions is not yet underway.  The Consortium and the Tennessee 

Commission on Aging and Disability are currently working on drafting the Delegated Grant 

Authority.  Once approved and issued, you will receive notice. 

 



This letter is simply providing you with notice that, barring some unforeseen problem, 

the funds will be made available in 2017 through a Delegated Grant Authority.  If interested, we 

encourage you to submit a proposal.  Due to the fact that these grants will be “on a statewide 

basis with local impacts,” entities may need to form partnerships.   

 

 

If you know of any other interested parties, please share this information.  Those entities 

can also contact us directly with their information so that they can be placed on our distribution 

list. 

 

Should you have any questions in the meantime, please direct them to Jim Shulman 

(jim.shulman@tn.gov) and Laura Brown (laura.brown@tn.gov) or at the mailing address listed 

above. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jim Shulman 

 
 

Executive Director  

 
 

Please note that if you have any questions about the actual Court cases involved in this matter, including 

how the settlements were obtained, you are directed to review the court file (Case No. 11-1548-III, State 

of Tennessee v. SeniorTrust of Florida, Inc.) which can be found in the Davidson County Clerk and 

Master’s Office located at 1 Public Square, Suite 308, Nashville, TN  37201.        
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