
 
The Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division (TBA YLD) Diversity 
Leadership Institute (DLI) is an exciting program for law students in Tennessee. The six-
month leadership and mentoring program is designed to: 
 

• Develop leadership skills necessary to succeed as a law student and attorney; 
• Empower law students to make greater contributions to the legal community; 
• Match students to mentors with experience in a diverse variety of practice areas;  
• Build relationships among students of diverse backgrounds 

 
A new class is selected each December and meets three times between January and 
June. The program begins with an opening retreat in January in Nashville, held in 
conjunction with the TBA’s Leadership Conference for all association leaders. In March, 
class members participate in and hold their own meeting during the State High School 
Mock Trial Competition in Nashville. Finally, in June the class meets for a final program, 
service project and graduation ceremony. 
 
In addition to the group activities, participants work with a mentor over the six-month 
period. They also are required to attend two continuing legal education seminars, at 
least one of which should focus on a topic related to diversity. 
 
Applicants must be in their second, third or fourth years of study at a Tennessee law 
school and TBA law student members. They must submit an application form, three 
essays responses and a resume. Class size is limited to a total of 20 to 25 students 
chosen from across the state. The goal of the program is to have a diverse class, so 
selection is based in part on race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, disability, background, geographical factors and law schools attended. 
 
Learn more about the program and get application information and deadlines on the DLI 
webpage at http://www.tba.org/programs/diversity-leadership-institute. For questions 
about the program contact Diversity Committee Chair Amber Floyd at: 
  

Amber Floyd, Chair 
Diversity Committee  
Young Lawyers Division  
Tennessee Bar Association 
 
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs 
1715 Aaron Brenner Drive, Suite 800  
Memphis, TN 38120 
(901) 537-1054 
afloyd@wyattfirm.com 
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