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Special YLD meeting called for March 17
Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division President Mason
Wilson has called a special meeting of the YLD membership to be held
Saturday, March 17, at 11:30 a.m. Central time, in Nashville for the
purpose of considering amendments to the division's bylaws. The
meeting will take place in the jury assembly room on the ground floor
of the Historic Davidson County Courthouse in downtown Nashville.
Please enter on the James Robertson side of the building. All YLD
members are invited and encouraged to attend.

Over the last several years, the YLD has been working to find a way
to increase the presence and involvement of lawyers from traditionally
underrepresented communities on its board. Under the current bylaws,
non-voting seats on the board are provided for three organizations
serving African-American attorneys and one organization representing
the interests of women lawyers. While this arrangement provided an
element of diversity for many years, a number of new groups have
been formed in the state necessitating a rethinking of this approach.
After pursuing a number of different approaches -- with the goal of
providing the greatest opportunity for diverse representation and the
greatest flexibility for responding to the formation of new groups --
the YLD leadership has coalesced around the idea of empowering the
Diversity Committee to define the groups that should be invited to
send representatives to YLD board meetings. For those groups that
have been involved in the YLD in the past, this approach changes their
official title (from "non-voting member" to "invited guest") but in no
way changes their ability to get involved, serve on committees,
contribute to policy debates or use their position to promote the goals
and programs of their respective organizations. For those organizations
that have not been involved in the past, this approach provides an
official mechanism for their views to be shared with the board. Learn
more about the proposal

For questions about the amendment or the amending process, contact
Long Range Planning Committee Chair David McDowell at (423) 756-
5171 or dmcdowell@gearhiserpeters.com, or immediate past chair and
president-elect David Veile at dveile@lowerylaw.com or (615) 444-
7222.

2012 Judicial Internship Program announced
The TBA YLD has announced the application process and deadlines for
the 2012 Judicial Internship Program, which matches law students in
Tennessee with appellate and trial court judges in the state who have
agreed to accept summer clerks. Students will be placed with judges
for either six or 12-week assignments. The program is open to
Tennessee law students in their first or second years of study. Third
year students at the Nashville School of Law and the Duncan School of
Law also may apply. The application period will run through Feb. 6.
For additional information and links to the application, visit the
program website

Law student leadership class kicks off
The 2012 class of the Diversity Leadership Institute met for its first
session earlier this month as part of the TBA's Leadership Conference.
The group joined legal leaders from across the state to learn about
legislative issues impacting lawyers, a new professional pride
campaign and the importance of pro bono. Class members also held
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separate sessions with Memphis lawyer Harrison McIver, executive
director of Memphis Area Legal Services Inc., who spoke on "Leading
Through Change" and a panel of lawyers who discussed diversity in the
legal profession. Panelists included Wynne Caffey with Ramsey,
Elmore, Stone & Caffey in Knoxville; and Nashville lawyers Hon-Vinh
Duong with Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, Andrea Perry with Bone
McAllester Norton, Lucinda Smith with the Nashville Pro Bono Program,
and Luther Wright with Ogletree Deakins. Former TBA president Gail
Vaughn Ashworth, with the Wiseman Ashworth Law Group, also
addressed the group.

Over the next six months, the students will work with an assigned
attorney mentor and complete educational and public service
requirements. The class will wrap up its experience with a service
project and graduation ceremony in June in conjunction with the
annual TBA Convention in Memphis. The program is an initiative of
Immediate Past YLD President Tasha Blakney. It is managed by the
YLD Diversity Committee under the leadership of Memphis attorney
Ahsaki Baptist with Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs and Nashville lawyer
Nikylan Knapper with the Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennesse and the
Cumberlands.

The 2012 Diversity Leadership Institute Class 
Front row, left to right: William O'Connor, William Terrell, Shalini
Bhatia, Amy Williams, Mandy Floyd
Second row: Austin Kupke, Kenneth Walker, Rachel Kirby, Robin
Nicholson
Back row: Joseph Kendrick, Ricardo Cortez, Spencer Bell, Ryan
Donaldon, Shalondra Grandberry
Not pictured: Jessica Jackson, William Trumm

Wills for Heroes schedule 
The following Wills for Heroes events have been scheduled across the
state. Please contact the event organizer for more details or to
volunteer. In addition, the program is in need of donated laptops
(either new or used). If your firm is interested in contributing
computers, please contact Wills for Heroes Committee Chair Bradley
Carter at bcarter@runyonandrunyon.com. Learn more about the
program at willsforheroes.org

Memphis, Feb. 11
Contact: Michael C. McLaren, michael.mclaren@butlersnow.com, (901)
680-7353

Paris, Feb. 18
Contact: Ellen Neese, ellen@neeselaw.net, (731) 642-2188

Knoxville, March 31
Knoxville Police Department, 800 Howard Baker Jr. Ave.
Contact: Ian Hennessey, ihennessey@latlaw.com, (865) 637-0203

Greeneville, April 21
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Contact: Contact: Rachel E. Ralston, rralston@hsdlaw.com, (423) 943-
3101

Johnson City, May 5
Contact: Contact: Rachel E. Ralston, rralston@hsdlaw.com, (423) 943-
3101

Chattanooga Area, May 19 NEW!
Hamilton County Sheriff's Annex, Red Bank
Contact: Jason Demastus, demastuslaw@aol.com, (423) 227-5888

File by Feb. 15 for elected TBA positions
During 2012, the following officers, governors and delegates will be
elected. The deadline to submit a nominating petition is Feb. 15.

Officers
A vice president from the West Tennessee Grand Division will be
elected by the membership-at-large. The vice president will
automatically assume the office of president-elect in 2013 and
president in 2014.

District Governors
District governors in the 3rd, 6th and 9th districts will be elected to
three-year terms by members in those districts. Those who currently
hold the positions are: Chris Varner (3rd), Patrick Carter (6th) and Carl
Carter (9th). Varner and Carl Carter are eligible for re-election.
Patrick Carter is ineligible for re-election because of term limits.

Grand Division Governors
Grand division governors are elected for one-year terms by the
membership in each of the state's three grand divisions:
* An East Tennessee governor from the 1st, 2nd or 3rd district;
* A Middle Tennessee governor from the 4th, 5th or 6th district; and
* A West Tennessee governor from the 7th, 8th or 9th district.

Those who currently hold the positions are: Jason Long (E), James
Crumlin (M) and Brian Faughnan (W). Long and Crumlin are eligible for
re-election. Faughnan is ineligible for re-election due to term limits.

Delegates to the ABA House of Delegates
Three of the members who represent the TBA in the American Bar
Association (ABA) House of Delegates will be elected this year.
Delegates serve two-year terms and are elected by the TBA
membership. The positions available this year are designated positions
2, 4 and 5. Those who currently hold the seats are Lucian Pera (2),
John Tarpley (4) and Paul Campbell III (5). All are eligible for re-
election.

Qualifying, Balloting & Elections
To qualify for any of these offices, a candidate must file a nominating
petition with the executive director of the TBA. The petition must
contain the names of 25 members of the association in good standing,
and be received at the TBA office on or before Feb. 15. If there is
only one duly qualified candidate for an office by that date, that
candidate automatically will be declared elected.

For more information on running for any of these offices, visit the
TBA's online election page or call (615) 383-7421 for an election
handbook.

Affiliate news
American Bar Association YLD -- The ABA YLD will be meeting in New
Orleans this weekend. A highlight of the program will be a debate
between the YLD (represented by Nashville lawyer Matt Potempa) and
the YLD Fellows (represented by Memphis lawyer and TBA President
Danny Van Horn) on the topic of "Who won the recent sports strikes?
The players or the owners?" No doubt embarrassing stories and
hilarious hijinks will accompany the legal analysis. Stay tuned for the
fallout! Learn more about the meeting. For information about the ABA
YLD contact Potempa at matt@potempafirm.com.
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Blount County Bar Association YLD -- For information about the
Blount County YLD contact president George Maifair at
george@grmbankruptcy.com or (865) 323-6719.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- Eric Burnette, a partner with the
Chattanooga law firm of Burnette, Dobson & Pinchak, took over as
president of the CBA YLD on Jan. 5. He will serve for one year.
Burnette is a 2005 graduate of Appalachian School of Law and was
admitted to practice in Tennessee that same year. For information
about the CBA YLD or to congratulate Burnette on his new position,
contact him at eburnette@bdplawfirm.com. Other officers elected
were Vice President and President-Elect Elizabeth "Ellie" Hill with
Patrick, Beard, Schulman & Jacoway; Secretary Benjamin T. Reese
with Leitner Williams; and Treasurer Nick Foster with the U.S.
Trustee's Office. Outgoing president Barret S. Albritton will serve for
one year as immediate past president.

The CBA YLD also elected new board members this month. They are:
Rachel Brock with Brock & Skelly; Shelton Chambers with Husch
Blackwell; Matthew McAdoo with Blue Cross Blue Shield; William J.
Rieder with Spears Moore Rebman & Williams; Mack Lundy with
Patrick, Beard, Schulman & Jacoway; Patrick Bobo with the
Chattanooga City Attorney's Office; Corrin Fulton with Gearhiser,
Peters, Cavett, Elliott & Cannon; Mi Belvin with Leitner Williams
Dooley & Napolitan; Michael Thomas with Duncan, Hatcher, Hixson &
Fleenor; and Douglas S. Hamil with Burnette Dobson & Pinchak.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- For more information
about the Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD contact
President Terica Smith at terica@wtls.org or (731) 426-1337.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Barristers will hold its
next meeting on Feb. 8 at the Bistro. Contact President Josh Bond at
jbond@hdclaw.com or (865) 546-9611 for more information. Other
upcoming activities include:

* Mock Interview Program, which will be held at the University of
Tennessee College of Law Feb. 13-17. Interviews will take place
beginning at noon each day and run until 5 p.m. Volunteers are
needed to fill each 30-minute slot. To help out, contact Dean Howell
at dhowell@wmbac.com or (865) 215-1000.

* Knox County Mock Trial Competition, which will take place Feb. 18
and 25 at the City-County Building. Contact Mock Trial Chair Jamie
Ballinger-Holden at jballinger@londonamburn.com or (865) 637-0203
to volunteer.

* Volunteer Ministry Center monthly breakfast on Feb. 23. Volunteers
are needed to help serve. Contact Sheila Needles at
sheila.needles@gmail.com or (865) 292-0000 or Will Kittrell at
wkittrell@emadlaw.com or (865) 546-0500 to get involved.

Maury County Young Lawyers Division -- Local attorneys will host the
district mock trial competition in February. Contact Cara Lynn at
clynn@tgwlawfirm.com with any questions or to volunteer. For more
information about the Maury County YLD, contact President Chaz
Molder at cmolder@hardinandparkes.com or (931) 388-4022.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD will hold its first happy
hour of 2012 on Feb. 2. Sponsored by Empire Imaging, the event will
begin at 5:30 p.m. at The Blind Bear. The group also recently
announced that Tricia Everitt of Farris Bobango Branan, and Pablo
Varela of the Shelby County Attorney's Office joined its board as ex
officio directors. Other upcoming activities include:

* Shelby County High School Mock Trial Competition, which will be
held Feb. 7-9, 13, and 15-16 at the Shelby County Courthouse.
Attorneys and judges are needed to serve as volunteers. Those
interested in helping should contact Nicole Grida at
nicole.grida@leitnerfirm.com or (901) 527-0214.

* Spring Basketball League, which will get started Feb. 23 at the
Flying Saucer. Happy hour begins at 5:30 p.m., while the draft begins
at 6 p.m. Games will begin in March. To register a team or enter the
draft, contact Tim Johnson at (901) 685-2662 or tjohnson@pcplc.com.
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For general information about the MBA YLD contact President Abby
Webb at awebb@shuttleworthwilliams.com or (901) 328-8223.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD will hold its annual
Land Rover Race Judicata on Feb. 25. This year's 5K/10K race will
benefit First Steps -- a local nonprofit that serves children with special
needs. Registration is available at www.nashvillesports.com under
"events." The group also announced it has launched a Facebook page
to connect area young lawyers. Check it out here. Finally, the group is
still looking for volunteers for the Davidson County High School Mock
Trial Competition Feb. 17-18. Interested individuals should contact
Rebecca Barnett at rmb@iplawgroup.com or Matthew Cox at
mcc@iplawgroup.com. For more information about the Nashville YLD,
please contact President Sara Reynolds at
sreynolds@andersonreynolds.com or (615) 942-1700.

Northeast Tennessee Young Lawyers Association -- The local mock
trial competition for Carter, Greene, Hamblen, Hancock, Hawkins,
Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington counties will take place Feb.
18 at the Justice Center in Jonesborough. For more information or to
volunteer, contact Erin McArdle at edmcardle@tndagc.org or (423)
753-5020 ext. 17. For more information about NTYLA contact President
Robert Black at rblack@rossassociateslaw.com or (423) 230-0006.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The UCYLA's next
monthly meeting will be Feb. 28 at Halcyon Days in Crossville. In
addition, the group will hold its local mock trial competition on Feb.
18 in Cookeville. Contact Rachel Moses at rmoses@las.org for
information about either of those events. The group also recently
announced that its spring public service project will be a 5K run
called "Jog & Jam for Justice," set for April 7 in Cookeville. Proceeds
from the event will benefit the Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee
and the Cumberlands. Finally, the group has launched a Facebook
page. Check it out here. For more information about any of these
activities, contact President Phil Hatch at pahatch@tndagc.org or
(931) 528-5015.

Upcoming CLE
Two CLE programs are in the works for young lawyers this spring. The
YLD's annual Ethics Seminar will be held Feb. 17 in Knoxville, Memphis
and Nashville, while the annual Trial Practice CLE will be held April 26
in Memphis and Nashville.

Encountering & Avoiding Ethical Traps
Feb. 17

Knoxville
Location: University of Tennessee Conference Center
Time: 1-4:15 p.m.
Producer: Paul Whitt

Memphis 
Location: Wade Auditorium, Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law
Time: 1-4:15 p.m.
Producer: Nicholas Vescovo

Nashville 
Location: Tennessee Bar Center
Time: 1-4:15 p.m.
Producer: Will Helou

Trial Practice CLE
Save the date for the 2012 Trial Practice course, which will be held
April 26 in Memphis and Nashville. This year's program will focus on
issues related to depositions, including preparing witnesses, using
exhibits, conducting cross-examinations and handling difficult
situations. Watch for more details coming soon.

Copyright 2012 Tennessee Bar Association   

mailto:awebb@shuttleworthwilliams.com
http://www.firststepsnashville.org/
http://www.nashvillesports.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Nashville-Bar-YLD/297983046911837
mailto:rmb@iplawgroup.com
mailto:mcc@iplawgroup.com
mailto:sreynolds@andersonreynolds.com
mailto:edmcardle@tndagc.org
mailto:rblack@rossassociateslaw.com
mailto:rmoses@las.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/343679932321392/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Upper-Cumberland-Young-Lawyers-Associatio%20%20n/123660024390578
mailto:pahatch@tndagc.org
https://www.tnbaru.com/CLE/catalog_course_details.php?course=6901
mailto:pwhitt@lewisking.com
https://www.tnbaru.com/CLE/catalog_course_details.php?course=6900
mailto:nvescovo@bakerdonelson.com
https://www.tnbaru.com/CLE/catalog_course_details.php?course=6899
mailto:wnh@mglaw.net

