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POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT
Assistant Federal Public Defender

The Office of the Federal Defender for the Western District of Tennessee is accepting
applications for the position of Assistant Federal Public Defender in Memphis, Tennessee.  The
federal defender organization operates under authority of the Criminal Justice Act, 18 U.S.C. §
3006A, to provide defense services in federal criminal cases and related matters in the federal courts.

The Assistant Federal Defender must have a commitment to the representation of indigent
persons in addition to excellent writing, legal research and advocacy skills.  Applicants must also
possess the  ability to communicate effectively with clients, witnesses, staff, colleagues, and other
individuals that they will come into contact with as part of their employment.  Criminal trial
experience, a reputation for integrity, and commitment to the representation of those unable to afford
counsel are qualities which are sought for this position. In addition, experience in federal court and
working knowledge of the federal sentencing guidelines and of federal criminal law are also
preferred.  Fluency in Spanish is desirable. 

The Assistant Defender must be a graduate of an accredited law school, admitted to practice
in good standing before a state bar, and licensed to practice in the United States District Court for
the Western District of Tennessee no later than the initial hire date.  Salary is commensurate with
that of an Assistant U. S. Attorney with similar qualifications and experience.  The position is in the
excepted service and does not carry the tenure rights of the competitive Civil Service.  The position
does include regular government employment benefits, including health and life insurance,
retirement, and a Thrift Savings Plan.  Salary is payable only by Electronic Funds Transfer.
Employment is subject to a satisfactory background check and retention depends upon a favorable
suitability determination.

Qualified persons may apply by forwarding a letter of interest, resume, references, and
writing sample no later than December 15, 2013 to: Doris Randle-Holt, Federal Public Defender,
200 Jefferson Avenue, Suite 200, Memphis, TN 38103.  Resumes will be screened and only
selected applicants will be contacted for interviews.  

The Federal Public Defender is an equal opportunity employer. 
Position is subject to the availability of funds.


