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AMEND Senate Bill No. 1931* House Bill No. 2019 

by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, Chapter 2, Part 4, is amended 

by adding the following as a new section: 
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(a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Foster Care 

Support and Continuity Act.” 

(b) When a foster child is reunited with a biological parent or placed with a fit 

and willing relative, a foster parent who has maintained continuous physical custody 

of the child for six (6) months or more may maintain communication with the foster 

child if the child exhibits a reasonable preference for continued contact with the 

foster parent and such contact does not jeopardize the child's health or welfare, as 

determined by the court, or, if the child is reunited with the biological parent, the 

communication is not opposed by the biological parent. Communication may 

include regular visits with the child at times and in a manner agreed upon by the 

biological parent or relative and the foster parent. 

(c) Notwithstanding this part to the contrary, a former foster parent may be 

considered for emergency placement of a foster child, under applicable 

departmental policy, if a significant relationship exists between the former foster 

parent and the child. If the former foster parent has relevant information regarding 

the child's medical or social history, the department may disclose the former foster 

parent's name to a treatment provider or other necessary party in order to ensure 
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continuity of care for the child. The department may consider the former foster 

parent as an informal form of social support for the child. 

(d) 

(1) If a foster parent maintains physical custody of a foster child for 

twelve (12) continuous months or more or fifteen (15) months out of the 

previous twenty-two (22) months, the foster parent shall have standing to file 

for permissive intervention in any custody hearings involving the foster child. 

(2) The department shall not disrupt placements with the purpose of 

precluding foster parents from obtaining standing under subdivision (d)(1). 

SECTION 2. For purposes of promulgating rules, forms, and policies, this act shall take 

effect upon becoming law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, this act shall 

take effect July 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it. 

-2- *015301*


