
t was hot. Sweltering, in fact. West Tennessee
was in the grip of a murderous heat wave but
somehow Judge Christy Little managed to look,

well, gorgeous.
I arrived a little early, just in time to watch her

adjudicate a car part dispute in her role as general
ssessions judge. When she stepped down, I joined her
in the small room behind the bench. As she pulled
off her robe, she fretted a bit about a terminally ill
young boy whose parents had surrendered him for
adoption, although the ten days hadn’t yet run.
Apparently the boy was close to death and she
wanted the parents to know. “It’s the human thing to
do,” Little said, nodding her head.

Doing the human, or the right thing, is important
to Judge Little. She pointed out, “Having enough
time to truly hear what the families are trying to say,

to give each case the time it deserves
because I don’t want to miss anything
that might have an impact on the
f a m i l y, is key to my ability to rule
p r o p e r l y. Making sure I have enough
time is my most pressing problem.”
Little glanced at her calendar noting,
“I have 10 dependency and neglect
cases tomorrow. Sometimes there just
a r e n ’t enough hours in the day.” 

Judge Little began her career as an
attorney working for the public
defenders office, later opening her
own practice with a strong focus on
family and juvenile law. She started
representing juveniles and youth and
found that she could make a differ-
ence with them. “These kids were
getting into trouble for things many
of us adults had done when we were
their age. All they needed was some-
one to listen to them.”

“I would really like to encourage
attorneys, especially the young attor-

neys, to accept Juvenile Court appointments. I know
the monetary compensation isn’t what it could be, but
the kids appreciate it, the parents appreciate it and it’s
a great chance to give back to the community,” Little
said. “As the parent of a young child, working in
Juvenile Court helps me stay in tune with what is going
on with the youth in our community — it really gives
you a different cultural perspective. It’s almost like hav-
ing a window on our future, and let me tell you, it’s
quite an eye opener.” 

The greatest change for Judge Little, who took the
bench in 1998 after the retirement of Judge Walter
Baker Harris, has been the increase in dependency
and neglect petitions both in terms of numbers and
complexity. “The amount of paperwork involved in
these cases is tremendous. You have state and federal
mandates, precise procedures to follow and docu-
ment. Following the law, making sure that due
process is met, these are vital,” she said, “And it helps
enormously to have attorneys working as Guardians
Ad Litem, or GALs, on these cases. I also find that
the Court Appointed Special Advocates or CASA
workers, are a tremendous resource for the Court.”
Little also pointed out a recent article in the USA
Today highlighting the increase in parents who live
together instead of getting married. “Juvenile Courts
are where these families come to resolve their visita-
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getting into trouble
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us adults had done
when we were their
age. All they needed
was someone to 
listen to them.”
—Judge Christy Little
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write this as I reflect on our recent TBA Annual
Convention and I really wish more of you could
have made it to Knoxville to join us. The conven-

tions are always enjoyable and, over a period of time, you
start to appreciate seeing some old familiar faces. 

The problem is, there aren’t enough of those faces
involved in the Juvenile and Children’s Law Section.
We need your help to move ahead and address those
important issues in the field. All of us see areas where
the legal system could do a better job protecting the
rights of children or helping a family progress. And,
the Tennessee Bar Association is the organization with
the expertise, experience, the net-
work, and, yes, the clout, to success-
fully address these issues.

But, we need active members in
this section to make things happen.
We need attorneys who understand
juvenile law issues to allocate some
of their valuable time and effort to
make the Juvenile & Children’s
Law Section the voice it deserves to
be. We haven’t had the participa-
tion needed to tackle the various
projects we believe are important.

Because it’s so important, I want
to devote this year to increasing our
membership and working toward
energizing this section. And I’m
asking that those who are already
section members do more in the
way of participation; I asking those
who have an interest in Juvenile Law and aren’t sec-
tion members, to please get involved. 

Why should you get involved? Maybe the easiest
way I can explain is to share my experience with the
TBA. I started my legal career with a legal services
program and didn’t see any relevancy in the TBA to
me at the time. After all, weren’t they just for the
rich lawyers (and I sure wasn’t one of those)? And,
after I left legal services and hung out my own shin-
gle, I felt there probably wasn’t anything there for the
little solo guy. 

I suspect many of you whose practices focus on
juvenile issues are similarly situated — solo or small
firm practitioners who labor in the trenches of
Juvenile Courts; trenches where concepts like Due
Process or the Presumption of Innocence bring only a
wistful smile to the face. 

I was invited to participate in a teleconference over
some problems practitioners were having in the area of
trying Dependency and Neglect cases. And, what I

found from that experience is that there was an entire
network of attorneys out there who were fighting bat-
tles just like the ones I fought. And most of them had
terrific ideas to share and insights I could learn from. 

Not only that, but, because the Juvenile and
C h i l d r e n ’s Law Section operates under the frame-
work of the Tennessee Bar Association, we have a
means to give voice to our concerns. And that voice
might be heard. 

This past year, the Tennessee Bar Association
addressed the Supreme Court over proposed changes
to Rule 13, which governs the manner in which indi-

gent representation is compen-
sated. For the first time, the
Supreme Court is willing to con-
sider increasing fees for those
appointed to represent the poor.
Only small changes were affected
— you may have noticed there’s
more compensation in the post-
merit phase of Dependency and
Neglect cases. But it’s a work in
progress and our section was rep-
resented on the panel that rec-
ommended those changes.

Our section can provide you
with high quality, relatively inex-
pensive CLE programs that are
tailored to those subjects that
have an immediate impact on
your practice. Of course, if we
don’t hear from you, we can’t

maintain that focus. But it’s a very real benefit of
involvement with the Tennessee Bar Association. 

If you come to the TBA Annual Convention or
some of the periodic section meetings, you get to meet
some of the most remarkable attorneys in the state. I’m
sure you’ll find — as I have — that, unlike many other
organizations, the people closest to the top in terms of
leadership roles of the TBA are among the nicest folks
you’d ever meet.

If I’m “preaching to the choir” in this letter, so be
it. I say that because: (a) even the best choir needs
periodic reminders of its mission; and, (b) our choir
just hasn’t been making it to Church too regularly of
late. I invite you and any practitioners interested in
the field of juvenile law to join the Juvenile and
Children’s Law Section this year. If you’re already a
member, I challenge you to become more involved
with us. We really need your help.

I’ll look forward to working with you this coming
year. !

We need attorneys who
understand juvenile
law issues to allocate
some of their valuable

time and effort to
make the Juvenile &

C h i l d r e n ’s Law
Section the voice it

deserves to be.

I
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n 2003, the University of Tennessee College of
Law created the Children’s Advocacy Network
(CAN), whose first project is the Lawyer’s

Education Advocacy Resource Network (LEARN).
LEARN was conceived in recognition of the yawning
need for legal representation on behalf of school age
children and youth. In today’s climate of disciplinary
exclusion, both regular and special education students
— particularly low-income students, students of color,
and rural students — suffer from lack of adequate rep-
resentation. The sparse availability of legal representa-
tion for students is overwhelmed by the growing need
for access to legal advocacy on behalf of this vulnera-
ble population. CAN-LEARN has sought to address
this imbalance.

In 2004, the University of Tennessee College of
Law was admitted to membership in the Law School
Consortium Project (LSCP). CAN-LEARN is the
University of Tennessee College of Law’s Project for
the LSCP. The mission of the LSCP is to increase
access to justice by supporting law schools to expand
their educational and institutional mission beyond
graduation, to include support and service to solo and
small-firm practitioners who are committed to serving
low and moderate-income individuals and communi-
ties. The LSCP is a nationwide network of now seven-
teen (17) law schools (with the admission of Stanford
Law School in May of this year) dedicated to enhanc-
ing the ability of small firm and solo practitioners to
meet the legal needs of under-served communities and
individuals. CAN-LEARN, however, also includes
legal services and other public interest lawyers. 

CAN-LEARN is not a source of direct representa-
tion nor is it a pro bono project. Instead, the project
serves as a back-up and support center for lawyers who
engage in education representation. The project will
form supportive networks to bolster the ability of small
firm and solo practitioners to meet the challenges of
representation in a wide variety of education-related
cases, including special education, suspension and
expulsion, juvenile court, No Child Left Behind, fos-
ter children, racial and ethnic discrimination, migrant
children, and others.

The University of Tennessee College of Law
received a grant from Equal Justice Works (EJW) that
allowed the University of Tennessee College of Law to
fund a full-time staff attorney position for the CAN-
LEARN Project from September 2004 through August
2006. The mission of EJW is to create a just society by
mobilizing the next generation of lawyers committed
to equal justice. EJW believes that lawyers can make a
significant difference in the lives of vulnerable people
and communities that desperately need legal interven-
tion to obtain justice. EJW is the national leader in

creating summer and postgraduate public interest
opportunities for law students and lawyers. 

CAN-LEARN is staffed full-time by Dolores J.
Whiters, an Equal Justice Works Fellow. Professor
Dean Hill Rivkin serves as the CAN-LEARN Project
Director. Attorney Brenda McGee volunteers as a
consultant with the project.

A number of faculty members at the University of
Tennessee College of Law have committed to assisting
the project in their areas of expertise and are excited
about finding ways, through CAN-LEARN, to further
the University of Tennessee College of Law’s work
with and for at-risk children and youth. Professors
Fran Ansley, Doug Blaze, Dean Tom Galligan, Desiree
Kennedy and Dean Rivkin participated in CAN-
LEARN’s creation.  !

If you would like further information regarding the CAN-
LEARN Project, please contact Dolores J. Whiters at
(865) 974-4141 or whiters@libra.law.utk.edu.

CAN-LEARN Project

I

AOC to Study Use 
of Parenting Plan
Process in Juvenile
C o u r t
At the insistence of the Tennessee legislature, the
Administrative Office of the Courts has con-
vened a study group to study the implementation
and use of the parenting plan process and form in
child custody cases involving children born out of
wedlock that are heard in Juvenile courts and
other Tennessee Courts. The AOC must report
to the legislature no later than January 15, 2006.

JACL members Carl Seely and Deb House have
been asked to serve on this study committee. The
first study group meeting will be held on August 26,
2005. Both Deb and Carl would appreciate your
thoughts into expansion of the parenting plan
process to Juvenile Courts. They are interested in
not only your insights about the wisdom of expan-
sion but also challenges you see with implementing
the process in Juvenile Court. This includes
whether the current parenting plan form should be
m odified for use in Juvenile Court.

Please contact Carl or Deb with your com-
ments. Carl can be reached at (731) 660-5252 or
cseely@usit.net. Deb can be reached at (423)
479-8577, ext. 107 or dhouse@laet.org.



4

he TBA has established an ad hoc group to help
coordinate TBA support for the Train the
Trainer Program being developed by the Court

Improvement Program (CIP) of the Administrative
Office of the Courts. The ad hoc group consists of
members of the TBA’s JACL, Young Lawyers Division
(YLD) and Access to Justice Committee. 

The Train the Trainer Program will provide educa-
tion for a core group of attorneys on child dependency
and termination of parental rights law. This group
will, in turn, provide individual CLE programs within
their local communities. The goal of the program is to
increase the number of CLE programs on child
dependency law statewide and to recruit attorneys to
represent children and parents in juvenile court.

It is anticipated that the Train the Trainer Program
will be held in Nashville in February 2006. The core
group of attorneys to be trained will be recruited
statewide. These attorneys will be required to have
experience practicing in juvenile court in child depend-
ency and termination of parental rights cases; provide a

letter of reference from at least one juvenile court
judge; be available to provide CLE programs in counties
within designated training regions; and be amenable to
answer questions of attorneys as requested. The training
in Nashville will be provided by the CIP staff over a
p e r i od of 1? days. Expenses will be paid by the CIP and
the training should qualify for CLE credits. 

The local CLE programs are expected to begin in
spring 2006. The attorneys trained who present at
these programs will receive an honorarium from the
CIP and will be eligible for CLE credits. The CIP staff
will monitor the initial CLE programs conducted by
the attorneys. The CIP staff will be responsible for the
planning of local programs, from obtaining sites for
the programs to filing the CLE credits.  !

Attorneys interested in applying for the Train the Trainer
Program should contact Leslie Barrett Kinkead or Nyasha
N. Justice at the Administrative Office of the Courts at
615-741-2687.

Train the Trainer Program in Dependency 
and T P R C a s e s

T

Tennessee Commission on
Continuing Legal Education 
and Specialization Proposes
Certification Program in Juvenile
Law-Child We l f a r e
The Tennessee Commission on Continuing Legal Education and Specialization
(Commission) has petitioned the Tennessee Supreme Court to establish a certifi-
cation program in Juvenile Law-Child Welfare. This program would provide
Tennessee attorneys an opportunity to become certified in this specialized area of
l a w. The standards for certification as approved by the ABA Standing Committee
on Specialization and the House of Delegates, which will be the basis for any
Tennessee certification, can be found at http://www. n a c c c h i l d l a w. o r g / t r a i n i n g / c e r-
tification.html. These standards come from the National Association of Counsel
for Children.

The full text of the petition and attachments can be found on the
Commission’s web site, www.cletn.com.
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continued from page 1

tion and child support issues and we have seen a huge
increase in these types of disputes.” 

Progress in Madison County has been steady.
During Judge Little’s tenure, a boot camp, a child
advocacy center and teen court have been imple-
mented. Though understandably proud of the boot
camp program, Little seemed most pleased about the
Teen Court program. “I think it is very positive for
children to be allowed to be a part of the judicial sys-
tem. Even the defendant’s parents are pleased, as they

have told me the program seems to have had a lasting
effect on their young people,” she said. “The busi-
nesses are pleased with the outcomes. The kids are
more accountable when they have to account to their
peers. So far, the stats are good.”

For Judge Little, so far, the experience has been a
good one as well. !

Interview conducted by Linda Warren Seely, July 27, 2005

TennBarU, the Administrative Office of the Courts, the TBA Access to Justice Committee, the TBA Juvenile
and Children’s Law Section and the TBA Family Law Section present …

Limited Scope Representation for 
Self- Represented Litigants: When Less
Legal Service May Mean More Fe e - Pa y i n g
Clients for Tennessee Lawyers
2 Dual CLE Credits

This seminar will examine how Tennessee lawyers can take advantage of TRPC 1.2(c) to provide lim-
ited representation to persons who otherwise would try to represent themselves in court proceedings. 

Although the “unbundling” of legal services has been promoted as means by which Tennessee
lawyers can more manageably provide pro bono service to self-represented persons who cannot afford
to retain a lawyer, this seminar will focus on the provision of limited services on a fee-paid basis as a
means by which Tennessee lawyers can attract and usefully, responsibly, and profitably serve clients who
would otherwise proceed without any assistance of counsel. 

Taking into account the experience of lawyers in other states, attention will be paid to identifying
the characteristics of a professionally responsible and potentially profitable limited representation of
clients involved in domestic relations, landlord tenant, and consumer litigation. 

October 28 Knoxville 11:30 – 1:30 UT Conference Center
November 11 Chattanooga 12:00 – 2:00 Choo Choo Holiday Inn
December 2 Nashville 11:30 – 1:30 Tennessee Bar Center
December 9 Memphis 11:30 – 1:30 Hilton Hotel 

Registration Fees
$65 for members of the TBA Juvenile and Children’s Law Section and the 

TBA Family Law Section
$80 for TBA members
$100 for non-member attorneys
$25 for law office personnel and non-attorneys
No charge for judges, lawmakers and law students who are TBA members
Late Fee: If you are registering within 5 days of the seminar on onsite at the door,

there is an additional $25 charge

To Register
You may register with TBA online at www.TBA.org or you may contact TBA at 1-800-899-6993 
or in Nashville at 383-7421.



Tennessee Bar Association
221 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 400
Nashville, TN 37219

Access and Advocacy for All
September 28-30
Montgomery Bell State Park
Middle Tennessee

Join us for the annual training event of Tennessee’s
equal justice community, bringing together private
attorneys, legal aid staff, and other organizations
that provide low income legal assistance.

Up to 15 hours of low-cost CLE is offered.

Visit www.tals.org
or call (615) 627-0956
to register or for more information.

s p o n s o red by Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services and the Tennessee Bar Association

Equal Justice
C o n f e rence 2005

Request for
Fo r m s
One of the projects the Juvenile and
Children’s Law Section is undertak-
ing this year is the development of an
online form bank. This resource will
reside on the section’s web page on
the Tennessee Bar Association web-
site. The section would appreciate
your sharing your forms with others
for the bank. Please email copies of
g o od forms to Deb House at
dhouse@laet.org. They will be
reviewed by the Executive Council
and good examples of a range of forms
pertaining to Juvenile Law practice
will be posted on the site in the near
future. To access the site go to
www.tba.org then click on sections
and Juvenile and Children’s Law. Your
user name is your six-digit BPR num-
ber and your password is TBA. !


