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Legal Aid Society Receives $15,000 Grant for SNAP Advocacy 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. August 17, 2016 – Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands 
announced today that MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger has awarded Legal Aid Society a 
$15,000 partnership grant to support MAZON’s anti-hunger efforts. This is the third year Legal Aid 
Society has received the grant funding, and it includes an award increase. The funds will be used to 
continue Legal Aid Society’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP – formerly known as 
food stamps) benefits advocacy. 
 
Each year, SNAP advocacy efforts are led by a core group of experienced Legal Aid Society attorneys. 
Russell Overby, lead attorney for the health and benefits section of Legal Aid Society’s Nashville 
office, has over 40 years of experience advocating for SNAP recipients before state and federal 
agencies and will continue to work with the Tennessee Department of Human Services (DHS) on 
several critical SNAP issues. Emma Sholl, also of the Nashville office, has been working on benefit 
cases with Legal Aid Society for the last 2 years, and Theresa-Vay Smith, from Legal Aid Society’s Oak 
Ridge office, has worked in East Tennessee to secure food stamp benefits for clients for over 17 years. 
 
“Thousands of individuals in our 48 county service area rely on SNAP to meet their basic nutrition 
needs,” said Gary Housepian, Legal Aid Society’s executive director. “Because the process to obtain 
these benefits can often be challenging and easily misunderstood, individuals often need legal 
intervention to be granted SNAP benefits. We are pleased to partner with MAZON once again in our 
efforts to work to secure benefits for those who need them and advocate for systemic improvements 
to our state’s SNAP program.” 
 
MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger is a national nonprofit organization working to end hunger 
among people of all faiths and backgrounds in the United States and Israel. 
 
Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands advocates for fairness and justice under 
the law. The non-profit law firm offers free civil legal representation and educational programs to 
help people in its region receive justice, protect their well-being and support opportunities to 
overcome poverty. It serves 48 counties from offices in Clarksville, Columbia, Cookeville, Gallatin, 
Murfreesboro, Nashville, Oak Ridge and Tullahoma. Legal Aid Society is funded in part by United Way. 
Learn more at www.las.org, or by following the firm on Facebook.  
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