
An Evening To Launch 
the Fred D. Gray 

Institute for 
Law, Justice 
and Society



You are invited to join President L. Randolph Lowry, 
the Institute for Law, Justice & Society and Lipscomb 

University as it honors a man whose life has been 
extraordinarily committed to furthering law and justice 

in our country... 

The Fred D. Gray Institute
for Law, Justice & Society

at Lipscomb University

with
Honored Guest and Keynote Speaker

Fred David Gray
Veteran Civil Rights Attorney

Saturday, November 12, 2016
Frist Center for the Visual Arts • Nashville

Reception in the Grand Lobby: 6 – 6:45 p.m.
Guests are welcome and encouraged to view
the Frist’s exhibitions during the reception.

Dinner and Program: 7 – 8:30 p.m.

$200 per person
$2,000 for a reserved table for 10

RSVP by Nov. 2 at lipscomb.edu/ljs-gray
Complimentary parking in the Frist Center lots



Fred David Gray 
With a quiet demeanor, strong determination and 
a secret commitment made in college, Fred David 
Gray vowed “to become a lawyer, return to Alabama 
and destroy everything segregated I could find.”  
Gray began his legal career as a sole practitioner 
and less than a year out of law school at age 24, he 
represented Ms. Rosa Parks after she refused to 
give up her seat on a city bus.  The action began the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Mr. Gray was also Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s first 
civil rights lawyer, represented the Freedom Riders, and filed the lawsuits 
that desegregated Alabama schools. In a legal career that now spans over 
55 years, Mr. Gray has been at the forefront of changing the social fabric 
of American through desegregation and constitutional law cases.  He has 
changed the face of racial discrimination in voting, housing, education, jury 
service, farm subsidies, and medical ethics.

The Institute for Law, Justice & Society
A part of the College of Leadership & Public Service, the Institute for Law, 
Justice & Society is based on the idea that legal change is one of the surest 
means to effect social change. Here, students consider America’s legal 
system from a multidisciplinary perspective to get a fuller understanding 
of its mechanisms, practice and consequences. The Institute is home to 
an undergraduate major that focuses on socio-legal issues in order to 
encourage critical thinking, good writing and a passion for justice. The 
program prepares students for law school, public policy or governmental 
work, and work with non-profits. Students faculty and mentors examine how 
law and society work together and how justice is built in the midst of that. In 
addition to the academic work of LJS, the institute has hosted conversations 
involving immigration, human trafficking, Christian/Muslim/Jewish 
relations and health care for low-income families. As part of the institute’s 
involvement in the legal community, LJS partners with the Tennessee Bar 
Association to host a summer Law Camp for high school students interested 
in a career in the legal field.



Host Committee:

Andrea Blackman, Special Collections: 
Civil Rights Room of the Nashville Public Library

Bone McAllester Norton PLLC

Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP

Dawn Deaner

Tennessee State Senator Thelma Harper

Allen & Charla Long

Randy & Rhonda Lowry

Napier-Looby Bar Association

Joelle and Brant Phillips

A. Gregory Ramos

Tennessee Attorney General Herbert H. Slatery III

Renata Soto

Tennessee State Senator Jeff Yarbro


