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Legal Aid Attorney Receives Statewide Honor 
 

MURFREESBORO, TN (August 30, 2017) – Legal Aid of East Tennessee (LAET) is proud to 
announce that staff attorney Christina Magráns-Tillery has received the 2017 New Advocate of the 
Year Award.  This award, given annually by the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services (TALS), 
recognizes individuals who have been with a legal services program for five years or less and “who 
use their legal skills in an active, creative way that produces outstanding benefits for individual 
clients and the communities in which they live.” 

Ms. Magráns-Tillery is known for her passion and commitment to finding favorable results for her 
clients. She joined LAET in 2014 as a benefits attorney in the Johnson City office. In 2015, she 
moved to LAET’s Knoxville office to focus on housing issues. 

“Christina has been fearless and relentless in identifying fair housing issues and advocating for our 
fair housing clients at the Tennessee Human Rights Commission and in the Chancery, Circuit and 
General Sessions Courts,” said Jane Kopp Morris, Managing Attorney of LAET’s Knoxville 
office.  “She has put a stop to racially discriminatory processes, and she has often ensured that 
clients with therapy and service animals do not need to give up this needed support in order to find 
housing. Legal Aid of East Tennessee is fortunate to have Christina on staff and she deserves 
recognition for her incredible work.” 

In his letter supporting Ms. Magráns-Tillery’s nomination, Knox County General Sessions Court 
Judge Chuck Cerny wrote, “I have had the good fortune to work with Ms. Magrans as she has been 
an advocate on behalf of tenants in Knox County General Sessions Court. I can attest that Ms. 
Magrans is always passionate, committed, and intelligent, but her mediation skills and her 
commitment to the cause of persons with less means have led her to be affirmative, energetic and 
extremely effective. I can confidently affirm that she is not only the best ‘New Advocate’ I have 
seen, she is among the best advocates I have ever worked with.”  

 



 

“Christina’s influence is not only seen in her direct client work, but also in her involvement with 
the local bar association and community groups,” said R. Brad Morgan of The University of 
Tennessee College of Law. “Through this work, she is able to successfully educate others on the 
law, needs, and state of fair housing in and around Knoxville.” 

 Ms. Magráns-Tillery was honored Wednesday evening (August 30) at the Access to Justice 
Dinner in Murfreesboro. The awards dinner was a part of the TALS 2017 Equal Justice University. 

For more information on LAET, contact Bill Evans, LAET Director of Marketing and 
Communications at (865) 251-4948 or by email at bevans@laet.org. 

 

Legal Aid of East Tennessee’s mission is to ensure justice for elderly, abused, and low-income people by providing a 
broad scope of civil legal assistance and advocacy.  LAET serves eligible persons in 26 counties through offices in 
Chattanooga, Cleveland, Knoxville, Johnson City, Maryville, and Morristown. 
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