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Retired Justice Janice Holder to Lead MALS’ 

Fundraising Efforts in 2015 

Memphis, November 18, 2014 
 
Retired Justice Janice Holder, long-time member of the Tennessee Supreme Court and first female 
Chief Justice, will lead the annual fundraising efforts of Memphis Area Legal Services (MALS) as the 
Chair of the 2015 MALS’ Campaign for Equal Justice.    Justice Holder played a key role in the creation 
of the Tennessee Supreme Court’s Access to Justice Commission and was the Court's liaison to the Commission 
until her recent retirement.  At a meeting of past chairs of the Memphis Area Legal Services’ Campaign 
for Equal Justice, Justice Holder observed, “Contributing to Memphis Area Legal Services helps 
MALS provide legal services to more eligible West Tennessee residents and leverages the pro bono 
efforts of the bar.  Funding for MALS is essential in our efforts to achieve equal justice for all 
Tennesseans.”    
 
Memphis Area Legal Services’ Executive Director/CEO Harrison D. McIver, III stated that “Justice 
Holder is an individual with the stature, commitment and knowledge to lead our 2015 Campaign for 
Equal Justice.  She was a pivotal player in concert with the other justices to proclaim access to justice 
the Tennessee Supreme Court’s top priority. We look forward to working with Justice Holder as she 
seeks to lead MALS’ Campaign in 2015.” 
 
In July 2014, she was honored by the Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services, which announced 
its creation of the Janice M. Holder Award to be conferred yearly upon an individual who has 
made significant contributions to expanding Access to Justice in Tennessee.  
 

About Memphis Area Legal Services Inc. (www.malsi.org) Established in 1970, MALS is a non-profit 
law firm working to ensure that even the most vulnerable Memphians have access to the highest quality 
of legal assistance. MALS predominantly serves women and children, the elderly and the disabled – 
residents who are often susceptible to the widening “justice gap.” MALS’ legal assistance, largely made 
possible through limited government funding and much-needed donor support, results in access to food, 
shelter, income and a safe living environment for the residents it serves. 
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