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BRIEF CASE SUMMARY 

July 2 – 6, 2014, Raleigh, NC. In 2014 – 225 years after the Bill of Rights was penned in 
1789 – the State of North Carolina hosts a gala Independence Day celebration in downtown 
Raleigh. The event also celebrates the 2003 return of North Carolina’s missing Bill of Rights 
with a rare public display of the document in the old Senate Chamber on the second floor of 
the Capitol –  the very building in which a Union soldier allegedly found and absconded with 
it near the end of the Civil War. Speeches extolling our freedoms as enshrined in the Bill of 
Rights will be an important part of the event – including an appearance by a U.S. Supreme 
Court at 10 AM on July 4th.   
 
Olympic hopeful Andy Archer is a 19-year-old rising sophomore at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
attending on a full track and field scholarship.  Andy also happens to be the grandchild of 
Anne Archer, one of the two sisters in the family who eventually obtained the document 
from the Union soldier. In 2000 the two sisters sold the Bill of Rights to an antiquities 
dealer who was “caught” in an FBI “sting” operation to recover the document. The Archer 
sisters were soon portrayed in the media as recalcitrant thieves who did not return the 
document to its rightful place, seeking instead to profit from its sale. Andy Archer, only 8 
years old in 2003, was deeply troubled by the treatment of his/her family, which eventually 
became so negative that it drove them from their home.  
 
Blair Hooper is a 45- year-old Detail Security Guard with a love of North Carolina history 
and a record of confrontation with the Archers over their role in the perceived theft of the 
Bill of Rights.  In person and over the web, Hooper and Archer clash.  Then, on that fateful 
Independence Day, Hooper acts to stop what s/he claims to perceive as Archer’s threat to 
the assembled dignitaries, deploying a TASER that causes Archer to tumble down a flight of 
stairs, shattering Archer’s femur and Archer’s Olympic dreams. 
 
In August of 2014, Andy Archer files a lawsuit against Hooper’s employer, Detail Security, 
for battery and for Detail’s negligent hiring and retention of Hooper.  Alex Lillington, 
Archer’s friend and colleague in Revolutionary War reenactment, and Kelly Blount, an 
expert in security procedures, testify with Archer for the Plaintiff.  Blair Hooper takes the 
stand in defense of her/his actions, joined by Madison Hancock, a member of Archer’s 
reenacting unit who takes a very different view of Archer’s behavior, and Terry Spaight, an 
expert who disputes Blount’s assessment.  
 
Trial is joined May 15, 2015.
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