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Nashville School of Law Will Honor Five 
Revered Attorneys at Annual Dinner 

School to Celebrate Board Honoree, Faculty Member, Alumni Law Team,  
Bestow Late Dean With Inaugural “Legends” Award  

 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – At its 19th annual Recognition Dinner on Friday, June 1, Nashville 
School of Law (NSL) will celebrate the considerable contributions of four practicing 
attorneys—Aubrey B. Harwell, Jr., George A. Dean, Bill Stinnett and Bill Wilkinson, and 
the late Dean James Gilbert Lackey, Jr. During the gala at the Millennium Maxwell 
House Hotel, Harwell will be presented the 2012 Community Service Award, Dean will 
be named the 2012 Distinguished Faculty Member, and Stinnett and Wilkinson will be 
jointly named 2012 Recognition Dinner Honorees. 
 
The dinner will also pay tribute to the late Dean Lackey (1915-1987), naming him the 
first “Legend of Nashville School of Law.”  Lackey led the school for four decades, 
serving as both dean and instructor from 1946 until 1986.  Along with the award 
presentation, the school will shed light on Dean Lackey’s myriad contributions to NSL 
and his role in charting the course for its future.  
 
NSL’s banner event, the annual Recognition Dinner—chaired this year by Charlie 
Niewold—brings together hundreds of alumni, faculty, students and friends of the school 
to herald honorees. Harwell, the co-founder of Nashville’s Neal & Harwell law firm, has 
served on the NSL board since 1993, while land use expert Dean has taught classes at 
the school for 25 years. NSL graduates Stinnett and Wilkinson are prominent law 
partners in Ashland City, where they have shared a thriving practice for 34 years and 
contribute significantly to the community.  
 
“Each of these men possesses a passion for the law—and for serving others,” said 
Judge Joe C. Loser, Jr., Dean of the Nashville School of Law. “They truly embody 
everything Nashville School of Law stands for, and it is our honor to pay tribute to them.” 
 
Harwell has continuously served as managing partner of Neal & Harwell since its 
formation in 1971. He concentrates his practice on commercial litigation, crisis 
management and white-collar criminal defense, and has been involved in multiple cases 
that received national attention. Harwell has taught law at Belmont University and his 
alma mater, Vanderbilt University School of Law.  
 
He has served on the board of the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee, Boy 
Scouts of America, Vanderbilt University Children’s Hospital, and many others. His 
honors range from Nashvillian of the Year to the Joe Kraft Humanitarian award. 
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"I admire all those who set out to study law while still working full-time and often raising 
families,” Harwell said of his service on the board of NSL. “Ensuring the continued 
success of NSL is incredibly important to the profession, the community and to me.”  
 
Faculty honoree George A. Dean taught Land Use Planning at NSL for a quarter-
century. A published author and frequent lecturer on zoning, land use and codes 
enforcement issues, he wrote the two books he uses to teach his classes at the school.  
 
“I am challenged and energized by my time in the classroom with rising attorneys,” Dean 
said. “Sharing my experience with future leaders is greatly rewarding.”  
 
He moved to Tune Entrekin & White in 2010, after practicing for almost 30 years at 
Parker, Lawrence, Cantrell & Dean.  A graduate of Vanderbilt University School of Law, 
Dean is a member of the Nashville, Tennessee and American Bar Associations, and is 
admitted to practice before the local, federal and state courts, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit and the U.S. Supreme Court.  
 
Bill Stinnett and Bill Wilkinson met as students at NSL, when Stinnett worked at the 
Nashville Ford Glass Plant and Wilkinson was a young professional seeking to expand 
his career horizons. The two graduated in 1967, and often worked on opposing sides of 
cases before launching Stinnett & Wilkinson in Ashland City in 1978.  
 
“It was probably the best thing we ever did,” Wilkinson said. 
 
The two share a long history of public service, with Wilkinson being appointed Ashland 
City’s first city judge and Stinnett serving as the town’s first elected judge—a position he 
holds today. For more than 30 years, their firm has represented Tennessee Farmers 
Mutual Insurance, along with a variety of local clients seeking legal counsel for business, 
personal and family matters.  They have led the boards of organizations including the 
local Chamber of Commerce and Lions Club, and regularly provide pro bono services to 
churches and those who could not otherwise afford legal aid. 
 
This legacy of giving back illustrates the spirit of gratitude that typifies Stinnett and 
Wilkinson. “Had it not been for Nashville School of Law, I could have never afforded to 
go to school,” said Stinnett, who had three young children when he entered NSL.  
 
Cocktails will be served at 5:30 p.m., with dinner at 7 p.m. Tables for 10 are $1,250 and 
tickets are $125 per person. To purchase tickets, please call (615) 256-3684.  
 
About Nashville School of Law 
Founded in 1911, The Nashville School of Law is a non-profit, independent institution 
offering a four-year, part-time program of legal education for working men and women. 
Classes are held exclusively at night. The faculty consists of practicing attorneys  
and judges. The school is located at 4013 Armory Oaks Drive in Nashville. For additional 
information please visit the website at www.NashvilleSchoolofLaw.net or call (615) 256-
3684. 
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