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he Nashville School of Law 
has introduced several new 
programs designed to provide 
its students with practical, 
hands-on experience. These 
programs feature NSL 

students working with attorneys and different 
groups to further access-to-justice needs. 
The groups include Habitat for Humanity 
of Greater Nashville, Tennessee Alliance 
for Legal Service’s Online Tennessee 
Justice, and Davidson County 
Juvenile Court. 

Longtime NSL faculty member 
John Lewis has spearheaded these 
pro bono efforts. Lewis has been 
very active with the Tennessee Bar 
Association in helping members of 
the National Guard complete legal tasks, 
such as wills and powers of attorney, before 
deployment. His work in the TBA Hometown 
Support and his involvement with the TBA’s 
Access to Justice Committee introduced him 
to the Law School Pro Bono Committee. 

H A B I T A T  W I L L S  C L I N I C 

“My initial concept was to have students 
draft wills,” Lewis explains. “After my work 
with the members of the National Guard, I 
knew there were people that needed these 
types of legal services.” 

Habitat approached Lewis about their need 
for having legal documents drafted for their 
clients. A key player in the synergy between 

Habitat and NSL is John Roberts, chief 
financial officer for Habitat and a 

4th-year student at the school. 

“Mr. Lewis and I were talking in 
the hall at the law school one 

evening,” Roberts recalls. “He was 
excited about starting the NSL Pro 
Bono program and heading it up. 
We agreed that wills for Habitat 

homeowners might be a great service and 
provide a very workable arrangement for 
attorneys and students, given that our offices 
are only two blocks from the law school.” 
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Pictured Above:  
John Roberts consults with a client at 
Habitat for Humanity.
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“The Pro Bono program would not exist and 
could not function without the leadership of 
Professor Lewis,” says Roberts. “He brings his 
wealth of legal knowledge along with practical 
experience administering pro bono programs 
for military families. He is the catalyst who 
engages and energizes the attorneys and the 
NSL students. He is able to understand the 
needs of the Habitat families as well as the 
required structure to ensure effectiveness of 
a pro bono program.” 

Lewis also turned to advice from fellow 
NSL faculty member and Davidson County 
circuit court Judge David Randall Kennedy, 
who helped him understand the process and 
brainstormed with Lewis about how best to 
create a program. 

The result has been a series of wills clinics, 
where a group of NSL students assist volunteer 
lawyers. This consists of students meeting and 
interviewing the clients, preparing worksheets, 
and drafting wills. “The students love it,” 
Lewis says. “We generally have three students 
to each practicing attorney.” 

The first clinic occurred March 25, 2014. 
At the time of this writing, there have been 
five wills clinics. 

Shannon Walker (2014) participated in the 
program as a student at NSL and continues to 
support the program as a practicing attorney. 
“The Clinic is not only an excellent learning 
opportunity, but is also a great way to be of 
service to others,” Walker explains. “The 
Nashville School of Law has given students a 
great opportunity to be a part of this pro bono 
initiative. I intend to continue volunteering 
my time with the program.” 

V I R T U A L  O N L I N E  C L I N I C 

NSL students soon will begin participating 
in a virtual legal advice clinic under the 
auspices of the Tennessee Alliance for Legal 
Services (TALS), a group which has worked 
with law schools across the state in creating 
such clinics. The Online TN Justice Clinic 
allows students to work with attorneys in 
answering legal questions from members 
of the public. 

NSL students will participate in the clinic 
in August, October, and December. At 
each clinic, there will be seven attorneys 
and twenty-one (21) NSL students. Three 
students will work with an attorney to help 
the attorney answer the legal questions. 

NSL law students will benefit from their 
involvement as they interact with practicing 
attorneys to evaluate legal questions and 
gain guided practical experience by assisting 
with answering the questions. 

“The Online TN Justice virtual legal clinic 
offers law students the opportunity to research 
and assist attorneys as they answer the 
real - world legal questions of vulnerable 
Tennesseans,” says Samantha Sanchez, Online 
TN Justice Site Operator and Operations 
Director for TALS. “The Online TN Justice 
virtual legal clinic offers law students the 
opportunity to research and assist attorneys 
as they answer the real - world legal questions 
of vulnerable Tennesseans.” 

Back row, left to right: Dean William 
C. Koch, Jr;  John Lewis; Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Nashville CEO 
Danny Herron; and  NSL student  
Shyanne Coe.  

Front row, left to right, Habitat CFO 
and 4th year NSL student John Roberts; 
attorney Elizabeth Greer (2013);  
4th year NSL student Betsy Shirley.

N S L  C O M M I T T E D  T O  P R O  B O N O  I N I T I A T I V E S  A N D  
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J U V E N I L E  C O U R T 

Another avenue for NSL students to garner invaluable experience 
will be working in juvenile courts. 

Lewis identified a need in juvenile courts similar to the clients at Habitat. 
“Dean Koch strongly encouraged us to pursue other opportunities 
where students could be advocates,” says Lewis. “I learned that many 
people in juvenile court had a similar need to Habitat. This program 
will afford our students the opportunity to be advocates in court on 
parental terminations.” 

Davidson County Juvenile Court Judge Sheila Calloway says there 
is a “pressing need” for this type of work in juvenile court. She also 
emphasizes that the exposure students receive in juvenile court will 
assist those students later when they open up their own practices. 

 “The rules and policies in Juvenile Court are so unique from any other 
court system that it requires a special skill set in order to handle the 
cases,” Judge Calloway says. “For students, they get the opportunity 
to learn the policies and procedures in juvenile court before having 
their own cases.” 

Judge Calloway explains that she, the magistrates, and other juvenile 
court staff are looking forward to working with NSL students. “We 
understand the importance of teaching students early in the game 
about the issues in Juvenile Court. We know that not only will the 
students have an opportunity to learn more about Juvenile Court, 
but also we are looking forward to the chance to learn more from 
the students.” 

The Nashville School of Law’s leadership supports the mission of 
access to justice and welcomes opportunities to instill that mission 
in its students. “The Nashville School of Law’s increased emphasis 
on using Tennessee Supreme Court Rule 7 to provide our students 
with opportunities to serve those who cannot afford a lawyer will help 
more of our students embrace the value of service,” explains Dean 
Koch. “It will also help our students learn practical lawyering skills 
and gain real experience that will make them more practice-ready 
when they graduate and pass the bar exam.”

Lewis also remains committed to increasing pro bono opportunities 
for NSL students. “I’ve been affiliated with the school for 40 years 
and I want our students to have as many opportunities for pro bono 
work as possible,” he says. “I hope that one aspect of my legacy is 
that besides having taught more than 4,000 students, is to leave 
behind a pro bono legal clinic program for the next generation of 
NSL students.” 

 “THE RULES 
AND POLICIES 
IN JUVENILE 
COURT ARE 
SO UNIQUE 
FROM ANY 
OTHER COURT 
SYSTEM THAT 
IT REQUIRES 
A SPECIAL 
SKILL SET IN 
ORDER TO 
HANDLE THE 
CASES.” 
— Judge Sheila Calloway


