
Our new Director of Advocacy Philip Oliphant comes to us by way of the 
Memphis City Attorney’s office where he has been a litigator for the last 
nine years, defending the City in both state and federal court. Originally, 
from Little Rock, Philip came to Memphis with his wife, Miriam, and their 
daughters, Leandra and Kayla, to clerk for Judge Bernice Donald when she 
was still a federal district court judge. When Judge Donald was elevated to 
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in 2011, she called upon Philip to serve as 
her chief of staff in a two year leave of absence from the City. In that 
position, he not only assisted the judge with drafting decisions on some of 
the weightiest legal issues of the day but also used his managerial skills in 
creating from the ground up an organizational structure for Judge Donald’s 
chambers that continues to serve her today. 

Prior to pursuing a legal career by getting his law degree at Vanderbilt 
University, Philip had worked for many years as a database developer, 
primarily in the New York banking industry. He has a Master in Business 
Administration degree from the University of California, Los Angeles and a 
Certificate in Database Application Development from Columbia 
University. Philip is not entirely left-brained, however. He also completed a 
chef-training program at the Natural Gourmet Cookery School in New York 
City. In his spare time, Philip enjoys yoga and bread baking. He also 
teaches legal writing and research at the University of Memphis law school. 

Philip views his coming to MALS as something of a “homecoming” in that 
he is returning to his original intention in going to law school: to serve his 
community and use his energy and skills to make the world a more just and 
livable place.    


