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TO: 
 

Tennessee High School Mock Trial Program participants, coaches, parents, 
and district competition coordinators; Tennessee Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division district representatives. 
 

FROM: Kristen Corn, Chair, Mock Trial Committee  
Rob Sands, Vice-Chair, Mock Trial Committee  
Joshua Dougan, Chair, Mock Trial Long Range Planning Committee 
 

DATE:
  

October 21, 2015  
 

RE: Mock Trial Competition Districts 
 

 
The Tennessee Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division is comprised of 14 districts, 
each of which elects a representative to sit on the YLD Board. Each district representative 
is responsible for advancing the YLD’s interests throughout the district, including 
implementing a yearly service project, continuing community outreach, and pursuing other 
tasks. 
 
Currently, the Tennessee High School Mock Trial Competition is composed of 13 districts. 
The size and composition of these mock trial districts has varied over the decades since the 
mock trial program began. For reasons that have become vague, the current alignment of 
mock trial districts differs in many ways from the YLD district map.  
 
While the Tennessee High School Mock Trial Program is generally healthy, certain areas 
of the state currently suffer from low participation at the district level. The Mock Trial 
Committee (assisted by the Mock Trial Long Range Planning Committee) has consistently 
sought to increase participation in these areas. Unfortunately, these efforts have generated 
only limited success. What’s more, the Committee desires to solidify the link between YLD 
district representatives and mock trial district coordinators. District representatives play an 
important role in increasing the number of schools that consistently participate in the 
Tennessee mock trial competition. They also aid mock trial district coordinators through 
providing additional connections to judges, lawyers, paralegals, and other community 
members, all of whom play an important part in each district’s competition. 
 
For these reasons, the Committee has decided to reorganize Tennessee’s mock trial 
districts to match the TBA YLD’s districts. This change takes place immediately, and 
will govern the 2016 mock trial competition. Disseminated along with this memorandum 
is a map and list of the 2016 YLD districts, along with the names of each 2015-2016 YLD 
district representative. District representative contact information may be found at the 
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Young Lawyers Division Leadership webpage. Most mock trial district coordinators have 
not yet been confirmed; the Committee will update that information as appropriate. 
 
YLD districts are numbered sequentially, beginning at the eastern end of the state. While 
the previous mock trial district system ran in the opposite direction (with Shelby County 
constituting District 1, and so on), the numerical designations for mock trial districts will 
now match those of the YLD districts.  
 
A few notes: first, remember that according to Mock Trial Rule 7, if fewer than four teams 
are expected to compete in any given district, the Committee may choose to fold that 
district’s competition into that of another district. The rule is meant (1) to ensure that the 
teams qualifying to attend the state competition are the best teams, and (2) to give every 
team the opportunity to compete multiple times at a district’s competition. We don’t think 
it would be fair for certain teams to compete only one time at a district competition, while 
other teams at other competitions might compete three, four, or even five times. For these 
reasons, we encourage participants, coaches, and parents to work hard to recruit other 
schools for each district competition. The energy and personal experiences that you share 
will have the greatest impact in convincing others to catch the vision of mock trial’s value. 
 
That said, we foresee the need to implement Rule 7 in the 2016 competition. For instance, 
due to the lack of consistent participation in West Tennessee (apart from Shelby County, 
which maintains a strong district competition), we expect Districts 12 and 13 (which 
formerly comprised mock trial District 2) to compete in a single district competition in 
2016. Likewise, it’s possible that certain districts in East Tennessee may compete at a 
single district competition due to low turnout in certain areas of the state. Of course, we 
hope that these will be only temporary modifications. It’s our desire that each district will 
develop and sustain its own healthy district competition. 
 
Second, we remind mock trial district coordinators that they must follow the deadlines 
disseminated by the Committee with regard to team registration for each district 
competition. In order to give the Committee the appropriate time to evaluate each district 
competition and to prepare for the state competition, each coordinator must treat the 
applicable deadlines as mandatory. 
 
Third, we welcome YLD district representatives to closer involvement with the mock trial 
competition at the district level. For some time, the only mock trial task required of 
representatives was attendance at the state competition. But beginning immediately, YLD 
President Rachel Moses and the Mock Trial Committee will ensure that district 
representatives are working hand-in-hand with their local mock trial district coordinators. 
While district representatives can no doubt provide valuable assistance with the logistics 
of the district competitions, each representative’s top priority must be to recruit schools 
and coaches for district participation.  
 
Finally, recall Rule 7’s provision allowing districts that increase the number of teams 
competing by fifty percent or more from the prior year’s competition to send one additional 
team to the state competition. Because of the changes to certain districts, this provision will 
“reset”, and no district meeting these criteria will be entitled to qualify one additional team 
to the state competition. However, the Committee reserves the right to invite an additional 
team in its sole discretion should a dramatic increase in participation in a district so justify. 
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Although we know that the near future may bring some uncomfortable readjustment, we’re 
confident that this realignment is in the best interests of the Tennessee High School Mock 
Trial Program. And, we know you join us in desiring not only a successful competition in 
2016, but the long-term health and stability of mock trial in Tennessee. We extend our 
thanks to each of you for your service and dedication to the mock trial program. 


