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Leadership changes at Tennessee Bar Foundation 
 

 

Nashville, TN – At its annual membership meeting in Nashville, the Tennessee Bar Foundation 

installed a new Chair and a new Regional Trustee as part of its 12 member Board of Trustees. 

 

 William C. Argabrite, of Kingsport, took office as the 35th Chair of the Foundation.  He was 

elected to the Board of Trustees in 2012 as an East Tennessee Region Trustee.  He is the 

Foundation’s first Chair from Kingsport. 

 

 Argabrite is a Kingsport native who received his undergraduate and law degrees from Wake 

Forest University.  He has practiced corporate law with the firm of Hunter, Smith and Davis since 

1982 and is the firm’s managing partner. 

 

Linda Warren Seely, of Jackson, was elected as a West Tennessee Region Trustee.  She 

spent many years as director of the pro bono projects at West Tennessee Legal Services, in Jackson 

and the surrounding counties, and then at Memphis Area Legal Services.  

 

Seely is currently the CEO of the West Tennessee chapter of the “A Step Ahead” 

Foundation.  Seely received her undergraduate and law degrees from the University of Memphis. 

 

 

About the Tennessee Bar Foundation 

The Tennessee Bar Foundation, established in 1982, is a philanthropic organization with a two-fold 

purpose: to honor attorneys who have distinguished themselves in the profession by selecting them 

for membership and to administer a grant-making program, on behalf of the Tennessee Supreme 

Court, that supports law-related public projects. That program, known by the acronym “IOLTA” 

(Interest On Lawyers’ Trust Accounts) has awarded in excess of $20,000,000 over 28 years to 

Tennessee organizations that assist victims of domestic violence, that promote child advocacy or 

alternative dispute resolution or rehabilitation of offenders and to clinics that provide civil legal 

service for the indigent.  Twenty-seven organizations are sharing in $500,000 in IOLTA grants for 

2016.   

 

The Foundation is governed by a 12 member Board of Trustees.  Statewide geographic distribution is 

ensured by the election of three Trustees per Grand Division (East, Middle, and West) and the 

rotation among those grand divisions of the board leadership.   

 

For additional information, visit www.tnbarfoundation.org. 
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