
 
 
Don’t be misled by dishonest politicians 
  We all know that the right to vote is one of the most important rights and 
privileges that Americans have. As Sullivan County judges, we would like 
to stress that we should all exercise that right and to stress that it is more 
important to be an informed voter. Witnesses in court are sworn to “tell the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” The reason the judicial 
system expects witnesses to honor their oath is that we know that we 
cannot make correct and informed decisions without accurate information. 
Another reason that witnesses are sworn is so that they can be held 
accountable for not telling the truth, such as being charged with perjury. 
   
All of us have been bombarded with half-truths and other misinformation 
as we attempt to decide who to vote for, to retain or to replace in office. We 
do not write this letter to recommend retaining, replacing or voting for any 
public official. However, we feel we are obligated to warn the public that we 
are concerned and dismayed by the attitude displayed by many politicians, 
both nationally and locally, that think they are entitled to provide false 
information to the public. We feel that the voters should have a moral right 
to expect the same kind of trustfulness from politicians that we expect from 
witnesses in court. The decisions of the voters are as important, if not 
more important, than the decisions judges make in court. We ask that you 
exercise your right to vote and that you do the proper research to become 
an informed voter. Don’t be misled by labels, catchy slogans or unrealistic 
promises. 
 
   R. Jerry Beck, criminal court judge 
  E.G. Moody, chancery court judge  
Raymond C. Conkin Jr., general sessions judge  
John S. McLellan III, circuit court judge  
Mark Toohey, general sessions judge  
J. Klyne Lauderback Jr., general sessions judge!


