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Tennessee Lawyers Assistance Program (TLAP) 

TLAP VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR 

Honorable Chris Craft, Judicial Volunteer of the Year 
Rebecca Freeman, Volunteer of the Year 

 
Criminal Court Judge Chris Craft was presented with the first TLAP JAG Volunteer of the Year 
award during the Saturday banquet of TLAP’s Annual Retreat at Montgomery Bell State Park. 
Nashville attorney Rebecca (Becky) Freeman received the Stephenson Todd Award for being the 
TLAP Volunteer of the Year. 
 
The Judicial Assistance Group (JAG) is a network of judges from across the State of Tennessee 
who volunteer their time to reach out to other judges and to lawyers when needed to ensure 
TLAP’s consultation, intervention, expertise, or other assistance is available.  JAG members 
have received training to help them in their volunteer work.  JAG members have also given 
informational presentations, which are approved for CLE credit, to groups such as the Tennessee 
Judicial Conference, Tennessee Bar Association, Tennessee General Sessions Judges 
Conference, Tennessee Municipal Court Judges Conference, Tennessee District Attorneys 
General Conference, and the Tennessee District Public Defenders Conference, as well as local 
bar associations throughout the state.  The JAG members in Tennessee have been an integral part 
of TLAP’s reputation, leading TLAP to be consistently recognized as one of the top three state 
Lawyers Assistance Programs in the United States.  
 
Judge Craft has served as Shelby County’s Criminal Court Judge since 1994.  He helped 
intervene and assist attorneys with mental health and substance abuse issues well before TLAP 
was created in 1999.  As a TLAP volunteer and JAG member, Judge Craft has developed both a 
firm but understanding reputation in dealing with attorneys who are struggling with problems 
that may be impairing their ability to practice in the courtroom. Many attorneys have received 
treatment and are alive today due to Judge Craft’s dedication and commitment.  
 



Becky Freeman, winner of the 2012 Stephenson Todd Award, has been a TLAP volunteer for 
over seven years.  She participated with TLAP staff and other lawyers in an effort to see that 
TLAP expanded its scope of service to adequately include services for those with issues other 
than substance abuse.  She served on a committee to address the rash of attorney suicides in 
Tennessee, and became a certified QPR instructor (Question, Persuade, Refer)-- teaching 
attorneys across the state a simple suicide prevention technique. She also assisted in developing 
an all female attorney support group that meets weekly in Nashville. She has been licensed to 
practice law since 1985 and currently works for Metro General Sessions Court Probation 
Department for Judge William E. Higgins. 
 
TLAP is fortunate to have such dedicated volunteers as Judge Chris Craft and Becky Freeman.  
If you are interested in becoming a TLAP volunteer, or in learning more about TLAP services, 
please call 615-741-3238.  
 
 
 


