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administration toward a global settlement of the law-
suits. That eventually fell apart, but the Newberry case
involving home health care was resolved in 2003.

The TennCare budget had ballooned, and as he tried
to rein it in, Bredesen strongly criticized the lawsuits.
Believing Gov. Don Sundquist had agreed to unreason-
able consent decrees, he retained an outside law firm,
Cooper & Kirk of Washington, to beef up the state�’s legal
team. The firm is also engaged in the current litigation.

The Justice Center now has legal reinforcements of
its own, with the two other advocacy groups involved.

Fiscal Review. Meanwhile, the legislature�’s Fiscal
Review Committee has scheduled a hearing for Tues-
day, three days before the court hearing, on the
Northrop Grumman contract situation.

Republican lawyers want AG post
Several Republicans are eyeing the possibility of

becoming the first Tennessee attorney general to carry
the party�’s label since the Reconstruction era, including
at least two state senators, Gov. Bill Haslam�’s legal
counsel, and a longtime friend of Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey.

Attorney General Bob Cooper, a Democrat who has
served since Nov. 1, 2006, is seeking a new eight-year
term. The Tennessee Supreme Court, which under the
state constitution chooses the AG, has a 3-2 Democratic
majority, the same breakdown, though with a different
membership, that was in place when Cooper won the job.

But the political dynamics now are decidedly differ-
ent. Then, as legal counsel to Gov. Phil Bredesen and
with impeccable credentials, Cooper was seen as a polit-
ically safe choice. This time, the court�’s three Democrats
have been through a grueling, expensive campaign for
retention during which organizations recruited by Ram-
sey (R-Blountville) attacked them as pro-Obamacare
liberals. The court�’s hiring of Cooper was central to
attack ads used by its opponents.

During the campaign, Justice Sharon Lee said she
would work with the Republican members in choosing
the next attorney general, which is a big reason Republi-
cans have been abuzz �— including at the Council of State
Governments meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, last week
and at this week�’s National Conference of State Legisla-
tures convention in Minneapolis �— over their prospects.

If Lee refuses to go against the Republicans, then
obviously Cooper must win the vote of one or both of

them to hold onto his job. He was the first, last week, to
declare himself a candidate. The deadline for submitting
applications is next week. In the mix:
! Bill Young, director of the Administrative Office of
the Courts, is well-positioned. He was hired by the
Supreme Court for the AOC job. One of the justices,
Connie Clark, moved from AOC director to the Supreme
Court in 2005. Young also has served as state solicitor
general, essentially the second-in-command in the AG�’s
office, under an appointment by Cooper that Ramsey at
the time hailed as �“the perfect choice.�”
! Herbert Slatery, counsel to the governor, hasn�’t
decided to run �— but hasn�’t decided not to. Slatery and
Haslam have worked smoothly with Cooper, and
Haslam did not take part in Ramsey�’s crusade to oust
the justices. If Slatery were to jump in, with the gover-
nor�’s blessing, all bets would be off.
! Sen. Doug Overbey (R-Maryville), who is well
respected in the legal community, plans to apply. The
senator often has been accused by GOP critics of being a
moderate, a label he has had to fight in primaries but
which certainly won�’t hurt him in this quest.
! Senate Majority Leader Mark Norris (R-Collierville),
who would offer both legal and political gravitas, is con-
sidering applying but probably won�’t. He would be more
inclined to take the plunge if Overbey and Young
weren�’t interested.
! Tom Lawless, chairman of the Governor�’s Commis-
sion on Judicial Appointments and a close friend of
Ramsey, is filling out an application but isn�’t sure he�’ll
submit it. He is a critic of Cooper �— for failing to join in
legal actions challenging Obamacare �— but he is sup-
portive of Young.

Safety Commissioner Bill Gibbons, the former Mem-
phis district attorney, has been mentioned of late as a
potential applicant, but he does not intend to apply.

Ramsey money. Ramsey bankrolled much of the
campaign to replace the justices with his political action
committee, RAAMPAC. According to a disclosure filed
with the Registry of Election Finance covering July 1-28,
RAAMPAC put $425,000 into the campaign. A signifi-
cant but yet-to-be-disclosed amount was added after the
deadline. How the justices will view the candidates in
relation to Ramsey is a topic of much speculation.

After applicants are screened, the court will hold a
public hearing, possibly as early as Sept. 3.

! Tennessee�’s unemployment rate for
July was 7.1%, officials said Monday, up
from June�’s 6.6%. The national rate was
6.2%, compared with 6.1% in June.
! Sixty-one cities and towns collected
enough signatures by Thursday�’s dead-
line to get the wine-in-grocery-stores
issue on the November ballot, according
to Red White and Food, a coalition that
pushed for the law that was passed this
year authorizing the referendums. Nash-

ville is among those certified for a vote.
In Memphis, petition signatures were
still being reviewed today.
! The state completed Tuesday the sale
of $190 million in general obligation
bonds, in two offerings, at a combined
true interest cost of 2.99%. The bonds
will be used to fund new capital projects
and refinance, for a saving of $6.9 mil-
lion over 16 years, some outstanding
bonds. The bonds, as usual, were rated

triple-A by Fitch and Moody�’s, AA-plus
by Standard & Poor�’s.
! In a ceremony in Kingsport, Judge
Robert Montgomery was sworn in
Wednesday as a judge on the Court of
Criminal Appeals.
! In events at six schools across the
state, Gov. Bill Haslam this week pro-
moted Tennessee Promise, the state�’s
last-dollar scholarship initiative for stu-
dents in two-year degree programs.


