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Today’s youth are tomorrow’s leaders. It is said that, “what is done to children, they 

will do to society” (Perspectives on Youth). This poses the question, “how is the society 

in which our children and youth live shaping and molding them?” It is vitally important 

that the youth of America are positively influenced in order for them to become the best 

people that they can be. In order for youth to be effective in society, they must be 

educated, encouraged, and enabled. 

The first step toward becoming an effective citizen is a child’s education. Youth must 

understand the democratic process and their role in society. If they are not taught at 

school or in their homes about the country in which they live and it’s political system, 

they will not understand why they should obey its laws. Most teenagers are not interested 

in politics because they have not learned to appreciate their country. If young people 

understood the sacrifices made for their freedom, then they would have more respect for 

the nation’s leaders and for the law itself. This is in turn creates a good citizen because in 

doing so, youth will be less likely to disobey the law. 

The second step for equipping youth for leadership is to encourage them. Young 

people that are making a positive influence on society should be encouraged to continue 

doing well by recognizing the good things they do (Taiwan Youth for Democracy). Many 

teenagers are involved in volunteer activities that greatly benefit their communities. Most 

people do not realize the good work that youth are doing in our society today. The 

community service that they participate in not only makes them better citizens, but it also 

trains them for future leadership positions. There are thousands of young people making a 

    

 



difference for democracy not only in America, but also in other countries around the 

world. 

The third and final step for engaging youth in democracy is to enable them to take part 

in the political process of the country. When youth are involved in political campaigns 

for our nation’s President and other leaders, they are greatly benefited. Being a part of 

things such as rallies and debates make youth feel like their opinion is being heard. When 

youth are involved in the political process, they are more likely to go out to the poles and 

take advantage of the opportunity to elect their leaders. It is very important that they also 

participate in political groups such as the Young Republicans or Young Democrats. This 

gives youth the chance to understand what politics is all about and decide what they 

believe. 

In order for youth to be effective citizens they must be educated, encouraged, and 

enabled. These three things help teenagers understand what their role in society is, and 

will prepare them for the future. Youth must be taught at home and in the schools how to 

be a virtuous person, rather than what will get them ahead in life. Society is very 

influential on youth; therefore, it should tell teens what they need to hear rather than what 

they want to hear. 
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