
INTRODUCTION TO THE TENNSSEE BAR ASSOCIATION  
YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION 

 
The Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division (“TBA YLD”) has been 
actively serving the public and the profession since 1936.  A voluntary bar association, 
the TBA is the largest and one of the most active professional organizations in the State 
of Tennessee.  As the young lawyer component of the TBA, the TBA YLD’s membership 
automatically includes all members of the TBA who are under the age of 36 and/or who 
have been licensed to practice for five years or less.  
 
The TBA currently has more than 11,000 members and nearly 2,200 of those members 
are young lawyers.   Since the creation of the TBA YLD, the division arguably has been 
the senior bar’s most proactive arm in reaching out to its membership, its potential 
membership, and the community.   
 
The 2010-2011 bar year has been no exception. 
 
Tennessee is proudly known as the Volunteer State and that moniker is not lost on the 
TBA YLD.  This year, our division has enjoyed living up to our State’s reputation for 
volunteerism in the services we have provided to our community and to our members.  
Our organization appreciates the opportunity to share our successes with the American 
Bar Association and we respectfully submit this application for consideration for the 
2010-2011 Awards of Achievement. 
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For Makalia and Samantha



Polly Possum was very worried and sad,



Worried about her mom, worried about her dad.



She wasn’t sure, but she had been told,
That Dad was over the hill, sleeping by the road.



She knew for sure that he hadn’t been 
home in awhile



And Mom was always fretting,
never had a smile.



Mom never laughed anymore,
she would only shout,



And no matter what Polly did,
she always felt left out.



Then one day Mom had to go see Judge Owl.
He said,”I believe there is something foul.



From what I’ve heard I really suspect
That Polly is a child of abuse and neglect.”



      
        

Cassie Bear stopped by Polly’s house
the very next day. First she introduced

herself and then had this to say:



“Judge Owl appointed me to hear and see 
That Polly’s care is the best that can be.



I speak for you, Polly, so fi rst I’ll have to know
Exactly what you want.



 Then I’ll go talk to teachers,



neighbors,



Mom and Dad,
To fi nd out what’s going on,

both good and bad.



After the talking is done and I’ve looked around,
I’ll report to Judge Owl just what I’ve found.



I’ll recommend to him what I think he should do 
To make sure that everything is alright for you.



Judge Owl will read the report;
hear what everyone has to say;
Then he decides who will care
for you and where you’ll stay.



And if he wants, I’ll be back now and then
To see that you’re ok and happy again.”



CASA OF NORTHEAST TENNESSEE

Mission Statement

The mission of the CASA Program is to
speak up for the best interest of abused or
neglected children in the Juvenile Courts of 

Northeast Tennessee through trained
community volunteers. The program trains 

and monitors volunteer advocates. The
volunteer advocates strive to preserve the 

right of each child to a safe, permanent home.

Daniel Rowland, Author
Daniel relocated to Tennessee after retiring from a career as a New York State employee.
Living in Johnson City, he began volunteering with CASA of Northeast Tennessee to
fill his free time. He quickly came to appreciate, however, how much of a difference
one person can make in the life of a child. After working on several cases, Dan realized
that many families had trouble understanding the juvenile court process and the role
CASA plays — and even more so when he tried to explain it in his Yankee accent! It
was then that Dan decided to write a story to bring the role of the CASA advocate to
life for families and children. A chance encounter with an opossum provided the first
creative spark for this kid-friendly coloring book. With the encouragement of the CASA
of Northeast Tennessee staff, Dan completed the book and through a generous grant
from the East Tennessee Foundation Harris Fund for Washington County, the agency
distributes the book to every child it represents, and makes it available at public and
school libraries, pediatrician’s offices and childcare facilities.

Celestina Pierce, Illustrator 
Celestina was born and raised in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She moved to Johnson City
in 1982. Knowing of her lifelong love of drawing, a friend approached her about illus-
trating a book that would be used to help children understand what are often confusing
and scary changes in their living situations. Celestina was particularly interested in the
project given the fact that she helped raise her granddaughter and has been raising her
grandson. Recognizing that not all children have a grandmother or other relative who can
stand in the gap for them, Celestina wanted to do her part to help CASA kids — many
of whom are removed from their biological home under distressing circumstances.

Court Appointed Special Advocates
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) recruits and trains volunteers to represent the
best interests of abused and neglected children in court proceedings. In Tennessee, 25 local
programs serve 42 counties across the state. The Tennessee CASA Association is a non-
profit organization established to support the development, growth and continuation of
these local programs. The organization’s primary goal is to provide a CASA volunteer for
every child in the state who needs one by the year 2020. For more information about
CASA in Tennessee visit http://www.tncasa.org.
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CASA of Northeast Tennessee ! PO Box 1021 ! Johnson City, TN 37605
Phone:  423-461-3500 ! Fax:  423-928-2400

www.casanetn.org

Committed to Advocacy Excellence

Made possible by a grant from the
East Tennessee Foundation Harris Fund

for Washington County

Statewide distribution of CASA Speaks for Polly
was made possible by the generous contributions 

of the following sponsors:

Crayons donated by
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Ms. Joy McRay, Executive Director 
Ms. Leslie Dalton, Volunteer Coordinator   
CASA of Northeast Tennessee 
9 Beechwood Court 
P.O. Box 1021 
Johnson City, TN 37605 
 
RE: CASA SPEAKS FOR POLLY PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
 
Dear Joy and Leslie: 
 
Please accept this letter as an invitation to join us at the Tennessee Bar Association 
Young Lawyers Division dinner on Friday, January 21, at which we will honor the 
2011 CASA Volunteer of the Year and announce the "CASA Speaks for Polly" 
coloring book project. As you know, young lawyer groups across the state have 
joined forces with two corporate sponsors to make the coloring book available on a 
statewide basis. 
 
We are excited about presenting the coloring book at the dinner and hope you can 
join us. Without your agency and the efforts of local CASA volunteer Dan Rowland, 
the “CASA Speaks for Polly” project would have not been possible. You can be 
proud to know that your creativity and ingenuity now will benefit all CASA clients 
in the state. 
 
The awards dinner will be held at The Standard at the Smith House on January 21. 
The restaurant is located at 167 8th Avenue North (also known as Rosa Parks Blvd.) 
in downtown Nashville. It can be reached at (615) 254-1277. There is a small 
parking lot across 8th Avenue from the restaurant where you may park. 
 
Cocktails will begin at 7 p.m. with dinner following at 8 p.m. The award ceremony 
will take place after dinner. Most folks will be dressed in business attire, just to give 
you a reference point for dress. 
 
Please respond to me by Monday, January 17, as to whether you can attend and 
whether Celestina Pierce, the illustrator of the coloring book, is able to attend. We 
would be so pleased if she was able to be at the dinner as well. 
 
Thank you again for all you do for Tennessee's children! We are proud to be a 
partner with CASA in these endeavors. 
 
Sincerely, 

Katrina J. Atchley 
Katrina J. Atchley, Chair  Attorney at Law 
Children’s Issues Committee  Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C. 
Young Lawyers Division  (865) 546-4646   
Tennessee Bar Association  KAtchley@lewisking.com 
 
 
 

 

January 7, 2011 
 

President 
Tasha C. Blakney 

President-Elect 
Mason W. Wilson 

Vice President 
  David H. Veile 

        Secretary 
 Stacie E. Winkler 

Treasurer 
Marisa Lee Combs 

East Tennessee Governor 
Blair Bennington Cannon 

Middle Tennessee Governor 
Mary Beth Haltom 

West Tennessee Governor 
Steven W. King 

Immediate Past President 
David A. Changas 

 

District Representatives 
W. Michael Baisley 

Brandon E. Bass 
H. Garth Click 

Mark N. Foster 
Charles L. Holliday 

Jenney S. Keaty 
Aimee Miller Luna 

David G. McDowell 
Michael C. McLaren 

David “Adam” Moore 
Rachel M. Moses 

Ellen R. Neese 
Michael P. Sayne 
Todd A. Tressler 

 

Committee Chairs 
Katrina J. Atchley 
Ahsaki E. Baptist 

Lee Bussart Bowles  
Blair Bennington Cannon  

Bradley M. Carter  
Marisa Lee Combs 
Michelle G. Sellers 
Nathan E. Shelby 
Hanson R. Tipton 

David H. Veile 
Troy S. Weston 

Stacie E. Winkler 
TBA House of Delegates 

Kristal Hall Boone 
Chris W. McCarty 
Stacie E. Winkler 

 

221 Fourth Ave. N, Suite 400 
Nashville, TN 37219 

(615) 383-7421  
Toll Free (800) 899-6993 

FAX (615) 297-8058 
www.tba.org 
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111111111111111111111*    xxxx Ms. Lida Hoskins Burke 

Research Specialist 
LexisNexis 
119 Abbeywood Dr  
Nashville, TN 37215 
 
RE: CASA SPEAKS FOR POLLY PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
 
Dear Ms. Hoskins Burke: 
 

Thank you for your support of the Tennessee Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division’s (TBA YLD) Children’s Issues Committee’s project CASA 
Speaks for Polly.  Because of LexisNexis and LexisCares’ generous donation, 
approximately 5,000 children in Tennessee’s juvenile court system will be able to 
use this coloring book to better understand the role of Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) and the legal system in their lives. 

 
 On January 21, the TBA YLD is holding its midwinter board dinner at The 
Standard at the Smith House in Nashville.  This traditionally has been an event 
dedicated to honoring a CASA volunteer.  This year, in addition to honoring a 
deserving CASA volunteer, we also are going to “officially” present the CASA 
Speaks for Polly coloring book to the executive director of Tennessee CASA, 
recognize the author and illustrator of the book, and thank our generous sponsors 
and supporters – you!  As such, we cordially invite you and a guest to the dinner so 
that we may recognize your company for its contribution to the project. The 
Standard is located at 167 8th Avenue North (also known as Rosa Parks Blvd.) in 
downtown Nashville. Cocktails will begin at 7 p.m. with dinner following at 8 p.m.  
 

Please RSVP by January 17 to TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at 
sshrader@tnbar.org. Please also provide the name of your guest. If you are unable to 
join us, we invite you to designate another representative from the company to 
attend in your stead. If someone else will be coming, please let us know that 
person’s name and their guest’s name by the January 17 deadline. 
     

Again, thank you for your support of this worthy endeavor.  Without you, we 
would not be able to make this project a reality.  We look forward to celebrating the 
presentation of the coloring book with you on January 21.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me at the numbers below or Stacey at (615) 
383-7421 or sshrader@tnbar.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

Katrina J. Atchley 
Katrina J. Atchley, Chair  Attorney at Law 
Children’s Issues Committee  Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C. 
Young Lawyers Division  (865) 546-4646   
Tennessee Bar Association  KAtchley@lewisking.com 
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Senior Vice President/Chief Marketing Officer 
Ruby Tuesday, Inc. 
150 West Church Avenue 
Maryville, TN 37801 
 
RE: CASA SPEAKS FOR POLLY PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
 
Dear Mr. Young: 
 

Thank you for your support of the Tennessee Bar Association Young 
Lawyers Division’s (TBA YLD) Children’s Issues Committee’s project CASA 
Speaks for Polly.  Because of Ruby Tuesday’s generous donation of crayons, 
approximately 5,000 children in Tennessee’s juvenile court system will be able to 
use this coloring book to better understand the role of Court Appointed Special 
Advocates (CASA) and the legal system in their lives. 

 
 On January 21, the TBA YLD is holding its midwinter board dinner at The 
Standard at the Smith House in Nashville.  This traditionally has been an event 
dedicated to honoring a CASA volunteer.  This year, in addition to honoring a 
deserving CASA volunteer, we also are going to “officially” present the CASA 
Speaks for Polly coloring book to the executive director of Tennessee CASA, 
recognize the author and illustrator of the book, and thank our generous sponsors 
and supporters – you!  As such, we cordially invite you and a guest to the dinner so 
that we may recognize your company for its contribution to the project. The 
Standard is located at 167 8th Avenue North (also known as Rosa Parks Blvd.) in 
downtown Nashville. Cocktails will begin at 7 p.m. with dinner following at 8 p.m.  
 

Please RSVP by January 17 to TBA staff member Stacey Shrader at 
sshrader@tnbar.org. Please also provide the name of your guest. If you are unable to 
join us, we invite you to designate another representative from the company to 
attend in your stead. If someone else will be coming, please let us know that 
person’s name and their guest’s name by the January 17 deadline. 
     

Again, thank you for your support of this worthy endeavor.  Without you, we 
would not be able to make this project a reality.  We look forward to celebrating the 
presentation of the coloring book with you on January 21.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me at the numbers below or Stacey at (615) 
383-7421 or sshrader@tnbar.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

Katrina J. Atchley 
Katrina J. Atchley, Chair  Attorney at Law 
Children’s Issues Committee  Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C. 
Young Lawyers Division  (865) 546-4646   
Tennessee Bar Association  KAtchley@lewisking.com 
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 Kimberly Holst, Laura Myers, Cheryl Hultman,
Jimmy Wayne and Jane Andrews

CASA staff from across Tennessee prepare
to visit their legislators

Share This:   

April 2011
 

In Recognition of Child Abuse Awareness Month, Local CASA
Programs are Holding "Light of Hope" Walks across the State of

Tennessee.
For event and registration information please visit our website:

http://www.eteamz.com/casalightofhope/ 

Jimmy Wayne is National
CASA's Newest Spokesperson

 
     Country music artist and foster care alumnus, Jimmy
Wayne, is National CASA’s newest spokesperson.
 “I am very honored,” he said “My vow is to help as
many abused and neglected children as possible in my
lifetime. Nothing’s more important.”
     In March, Jimmy stopped by CASA of Davidson
County to learn more about the CASA mission and to
congratulate the graduating CASA volunteers. He also
shared a little of his own story with the group. At the
National CASA conference in Chicago a few weeks later,
he performed two of his songs and further elaborated
on his personal struggles as a child and adolescent.  He
captivated the audience with his music and his words.
    We are grateful to have such a wonderful
representative for our organization. Thanks, Jimmy
Wayne!

For more information about Jimmy Wayne, please visit: http://meetmehalfway.jimmywayne.com/

CASA Programs Attend Child
Advocacy Days and CASA Day

on the Hill

     On March 15 and 16, the Tennessee Commission on
Children and Youth hosted the annual Child Advocacy
Days (CAD) in Nashville, Tenn. CASA Day on the Hill was
also held on March 16 with 10 CASA programs from
across Tennessee present at both events. The theme of
2011’s CAD was “The Art of Children’s Advocacy” which
was celebrated by inviting youth poets, ballet dancers,
and dulcimer players to perform.
     Governor Bill Haslam and First Lady Crissy Haslam
spoke to the audience on the second day of CAD. The First Lady announced her plan for increasing parental engagement in
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 "CASA Speaks for Polly", written
by Daniel Rowland, a volunteer with
CASA of Northeast TN

Fostering Futures trainers Keisha Walker,
Reniere Hayes, and Chinita Moore

children’s education and improving childhood literacy rates in Tennessee. She also acknowledged that 7,300 children are
living in state custody.
"We cannot leave these children out of the growing process," Crissy Haslam said. "Community groups and volunteers all play
a part in ensuring that we have upward growth in how we empower children from all walks of life."
     During CASA Day on the Hill, Tennessee programs met with their representatives and senators in an effort to update
them about the work of CASA programs and to thank them for their interest in child welfare issues.
After meeting with her legislators, Ann Bowman, executive director of CASA of East Tennessee, said “Everyone was very
friendly and supportive. I told them I was on a thank you tour – thanks for their past support and please continue to
maintain the state's support of our programs.”

CASA Speaks for Polly Project
 

     Children who are appointed a CASA volunteer are often confused about all of the
events that are impacting their lives.   With that in mind, CASA volunteer, Daniel
Rowland, created the script for “CASA Speaks for Polly”, that explains the role of the
judge, CASA and others.   Rowland was honored as CASA Volunteer of the Year by the
Tennessee Bar Association, Young Lawyers Division (YLD) in 2010.  Knowing a good
project when they see it, the YLD decided to secure funding for printing 6,000 books
for distribution to 24 CASA programs.  Donations were secured by the following Young
Lawyers Divisions: Knoxville Bar Association Barristers, Chattanooga Bar Association,
Nashville Bar Association, Jackson-Madison County Bar Association, Memphis Bar
Association, and Tennessee Bar Association.  Lexis Nexis and Lexis Nexis Cares also
provided funds and crayons were donated by Ruby Tuesday.
     Wanda Strayhorn, volunteer supervisor with CASA Works, Inc. in Manchester, Tenn.,
had positive results with the coloring book. “As soon as the children receive them, they
start to color,” she said. “Volunteers are happy to take them to the children. The
coloring book helps the CASA Volunteer explain what CASA does. It allows the volunteer
the opportunity to meet the child on his or her level and helps build rapport.”
     Many thanks to all who helped with this project as it was truly a joint effort

spearheaded by Knoxville lawyer Katrina Atchley, chair of the Children’s Issue Committee and Stacey Shrader with the TBA.

Fostering Futures for Youth in Tennessee
 

     Each year, approximately 25,000 foster youth are legally required to “age
out” of foster care. Often, these young adults will face homelessness,
unemployment, substance abuse, criminal involvement, and mental health
issues upon their emancipation. National CASA is on the forefront of
addressing these poor outcomes through a new curriculum, Fostering Futures.
The curriculum trains volunteers to take an active approach when advocating
for older youth through the use of a needs assessment and goal setting tools.
     CASA of Memphis and Shelby County was chosen by National CASA as one of
16 pilot sites for the Fostering Futures Program. Executive Director Keisha
Walker and her staff found this training to be so valuable that they wanted to
take this training to CASA advocates across the state. The Tennessee CASA
Association was able to cover the costs for onsite training in east, middle, and
west Tennessee.
     The four hours of online training combined with eight hours of in-person
training allowed this curriculum to be completed in a one day session. Keisha
Walker, Chinita Moore, and Reniere Hayes skillfully presented this curriculum in a fun and engaging manner. Participants felt
the training was timely and valuable, due to the poor outcomes facing transitioning foster youth. After completing the
Fostering Futures training, one advocate commented, “It gave me a concrete framework for helping older youth. Prior to
this class, I was not familiar with how to approach any of these issues.” National CASA intends to make Fostering Futures
available to the larger CASA network later this year.

 

Tennessee CASA is a nonprofit organization established to support the
development, growth and continuation of programs, which recruit and

train volunteers to serve as advocates representing the best interests of
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abused and neglected children.

Staff
Cheryl Hultman, Executive Director

Kimberly Holst, Program Services Coordinator
Wendy Spence, Training Coordinator

Laura Myers, AmeriCorps VISTA Member

www.tncasa.org | info@tncasa.org | Tel: 866-498-1864
412 Golden Bear Court Suite B202 | Murfreesboro, TN 37128 US

This email was sent to sshrader@tnbar.org. To ensure that you continue receiving our emails, please add us to your address book or
safe list.

manage your preferences | opt out using TrueRemove®.

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
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