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In the first place, we should insist that if the immigrant that
comes here in good faith becomes an American and
assimilates himself to us, he shall be treated on an exact
equality with everyone else, for it is an outrage to discriminate
against any such man because of creed, or birthplace, or origin.
But this is predicated upon the persons becoming in every
facet an American, and nothing but an American.  

Almost 100 years after those words were written by Theodore
Roosevelt, state and federal lawmakers still struggle with the question of
how an immigrant becomes “in every facet” an American.  While many
debate and hypothesize about the best means to accomplish this
challenging task, Sigfredo and Isabel Rubio have dedicated their
personal and professional lives to advocate on behalf of Latino and
Hispanic immigrants.  

Sigfredo (“Freddy”) Rubio is the youngest of four children of
Silverio and Julia Rubio of Puerto Rico.  Following his birth in
Milwaukie, Wisconsin, Freddy and his family returned to Puerto Rico
where he lived for 20 years.  Thereafter, Freddy moved to Birmingham,
Alabama to pursue an accounting degree at the University of Alabama,
Birmingham (“UAB”).  In 1995, Freddy moved to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania and began working as a mail carrier at the post office with
his father.  Three years later, Freddy returned to Birmingham where he
managed several post offices.  During this time, Freddy continued to
pursue his accounting degree at night while working at the post office
during the day. While in Birmingham, Freddy also met his wife and best
friend, Isabel Rubio.

Isabel, the granddaughter of a Mexican immigrant, was born and
raised in Pike County, Mississippi.  In 1964, civil rights organizations in
Mississippi organized a voter registration drive, known as the Mississippi
Summer Project, or Freedom Summer, aimed at dramatically increasing
voter registration in Mississippi.  During this time, in response to the
civil right push to register black voters, Pike County was the scene of 12
church burnings.  Being born into this racially hostile environment and
being a student in the first forcibly integrated class at grade school set
the course for Isabel’s life work.  

Isabel obtained a degree in History from Southern Mississippi and
a degree in Social Work from UAB.   Isabel began her career working as
a social worker for UAB.  During her time at UAB, the Birmingham
Latino population increased exponentially and Isabel recognized a need
to help these immigrants assimilate into the community.  

In 1999, Isabel founded the Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama
(“HICA”) with the goal of working with Latino immigrants in the
Birmingham areas to make sure they were supported in transitioning to

life in a new country.  In 2007, HICA serviced over 8,500 Latino
immigrants.  HICA’s services range training judicial court interpreters to
assisting women in domestic violence situations.         

Through a different lens, Freddy also observed a need within the
immigrant community.  In 2004, Freddy worked for a law firm in
Birmingham screening Hispanic calls.  Freddy saw the need for a
Spanish speaking attorney in Birmingham and he decided to switch
careers to become a lawyer.  In 2005, Freddy enrolled at Cumberland
School of Law where I had the pleasure of spending three years with
him.  Not only was Freddy a great student and friend, he was an
exceptional trial advocate.  Freddy tried, and won, his first jury trial as a
third year law student working with the Montgomery County District
Attorney’s Office.  

While at Cumberland, Freddy started the Hispanic Interest Law
Student Association and from that point on, each Cumberland class has
had at least one Hispanic student.  Following graduation, Freddy worked
for ten months at a private law firm in Birmingham before opening his
own practice in March of 2009.

Freddy represents Latino and Hispanic individuals in personal
injury and criminal defense cases.  In four years, Freddy has added four
attorneys to his firm, and he sees the potential for further growth beyond
Birmingham and the surrounding counties.

Freddy also works on behalf of the ACLU.  He has served on the
Alabama Board of Directors and was recently rolled off the National
Board of the ACLU.  As counsel for the ACLU, Freddy is actively
involved in litigation filed against the State of Alabama challenging the
constitution of House Bill 56.  

For those readers unfamiliar with HB 56, it has been described as
the national’s strictest anti-illegal immigration law.  HB 56 was initially
scheduled to take effect on September 1, 2011.  However, legal actions
taken against it have resulted in numerous provisions of the law being
overturned as unconstitutional.  In August of 2011, the U.S. District
Court for the Northern District of Alabama temporarily blocked
enforcement of the law.  Thereafter, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled that numerous provisions of HB 56 were unconstitutional.
Litigation against HB 56 is still ongoing.  One of the main sections
being challenged is the power of a police officer to inquire about the
immigration status during a routine stop.

Freddy was also appointed by the past Chief Justice of Alabama to
the Access to Justice Commission.  The Access to Justice Commission is
a state program that provides legal representation to indigent people of
the State of Alabama.  

Freddy is also in the process of certifying a class action against the
State of Alabama on behalf of numerous undocumented individuals and
U.S. citizens seeking the right to marry.  Essentially this litigation
concerns the fundamental right of a U.S. citizen to marry whoever they
choose, including the right to marry an undocumented individual.

Freddy and Isabel work daily to advance the plight of
undocumented immigrants and to change the community’s perception
and response to these individuals. They are focused on successfully
integrating Latino and Hispanic immigrants into the social, economic
and professional community through community awareness, legal
representation, and immigration reform.  

I encourage all of you to come hear Freddy and Isabel speak at the
Supreme Court dinner to learn more about the issues facing
undocumented individuals and the ways we can get involved to make
sure these individuals “become nothing but” an American.  

By: Adam G. Russell 
Kramer Rayson LLP
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