
2014 CASA VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 
NOMINATION FORM 

  

ASSOCIATION 

Name and Address of Nominee: Thomas Evans   

7506 Lacie Jay Lane, Ooltewah, TN 37363 
  

Name and Address of Nominating Agency: Hamilton County CASA 

1600 East Third Street, Chattanooga, TN 37404 
  

Executive Director: Amy Pedigo 
  

Occupation of Nominee (if applicable): Operations position w/ Power Solutions, LLC   

Length of Service as a CASA Volunteer: 1 year 
  

Please state why your agency has selected this nominee for consideration for the 2014 CASA 
Volunteer of the Year Award: 

Thomas is a great example of everything that is positive about a CASA volunteer. He 
  

has a kind and genuine personality, and he shows dedication to each case assignment. 
  

At age 29, Thomas represents "Generation X" among our volunteer family. Even 
  

though he has a busy job and sometimes have to travel for it, Thomas continues to be 
  

willing to devote a portion of his free time to CASA volunteer work. He is also a 
  

newlywed--he got married shortly after being sworn in as a CASA in December 2012. 
  

Thomas has had 2 cases in his 1 year of service. After the conclusion of the first case, 
  

the presiding Magistrate specifically commented about the helpfulness of the CASA's 
  

input and stated that this is exactly why the Court utilizes CASA volunteers. Thomas 
  

maintains contact with the CASA Coordinator throughout active case work, and he 
  

provides detailed, well-written reports to the Court. Thomas is a motivated individual 
  

and has a desire to help out and stand up for others. 
 



Provide specific examples of the contributions made by the nominee to your local agency: 

By relaying information from 

the involved parties to the 

CASA office, Thomas 

brought to the Court's 

attention an issue involving 

recording a conversation 

with a child. This issue can 

be rectified to prevent 

negative impacts on 

sensitive cases in the future. 

List any other accomplishments, achievements, goals, challenges, successes or other information 

about the nominee’s role in serving as a CASA volunteer which you would like our committee to 
consider: 

Thomas' second CASA case (07/23-10/29/2013) looked pretty bad on paper. Both the 

child and mother have mental health issues, and the mother's style of interaction is 

difficult and manipulative. There are long-standing family problems which make this 

case complex. The initial turnaround time was only 4 weeks; and despite all this, 

Thomas accepted the case. In addition to the contribution described in the previous 

section, Thomas’ investigation as a CASA contributed to the Court's decision to grant 

temporary custody to another family which has now become permanent legal custody. 

While this case was about 1 teenage boy, he also has a twin brother who was recently 

discharged from an in-patient treatment facility. At the conclusion of the original case, 

Thomas predicted that a custody case would probably develop for the twin brother, and 

he has requested that case assignment should the Court choose to appoint CASA again.



List the nominee’s other community, civic, professional, or volunteer activities and 
achievements: 

Both Hands organization, Sunday School, volunteer with Children's Miracle Network, 

Sigma Chi alumni 

  

  

  

Provide the committee with any other insights or information you would like us to consider 
concerning your nominee: 

Thomas has been a valuable addition to our CASA program because he is 1 of 3 men 

who are classified as active volunteers. Both of his cases involved teenage boys, and 

it is very possible that the affirmative outcomes of those cases are related to Thomas' 

ability to relate well with the kids. 

Thomas became interested in volunteering with CASA after playing in a CASA golf 

tournament in Dallas. 

  

  

Have you sent an electronic photo of your nominee? yes, Separate attachment in e-mail 

Are you willing to travel to Nashville on Jan. 17, 2014 to receive this award if chosen? yes 

Amy B. Pedigo 

Printed Name of Executive Director 

Amy B. Pedigo 

Signature of Executive Director 

423-209-5230 

Phone number of Executive Director


