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ABA YLD Awards of Achievement Program 

NEWSLETTER: 
The application should highlight the most successful public service project conducted during the last concluded 

activity year. 

Any ABA YLD Young Lawyer Affiliated Organization affiliated under Articles 3.1 (a) or 3.1 (b) of the ABA YLD 

Bylaws is eligible. For more information on Affiliate eligibility, see the ABA YLD Bylaws. 

Submission deadline is June 15, 2011. Awards will be presented on August 6, 2011 during the YLD Assembly at the 

ABA Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada. 

* Indicates required field. 

Cover Sheet 

* Name of YLD Affiliate 

  

TN - Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division 

Page 1 of g 

(fill in total number of pages on mailed copy) 

* Division (Figures are for the young lawyer membership of your organization) 

  

| State Affiliate: 3000 or less 

* How did you hear about the AOA program? (Select all that apply) 

lv Friend/Colleague fv YLD Email 

[= Local Affiliate fv YLD Website 

Organization Profile 

* Number of young lawyers in your affiliate 

[2180 
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* Is your organization affiliated with a senior bar? 

@ Yes C: No 

lf YES, is membership in your organization automatic? 

@ Yes C No 

If a state organization, which are you? 

( Mandatory @ Voluntary 

* When does your fiscal year begin and end? 

https://abanet.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_4GFqs05B7BwCc96 

  

July 1- June 30 

Chairperson/President of Affiliate 

* First Name 
  

[Tasha 

* Last Name 
  

|Blakney 

* Address 
  

[The Cherokee Building, Suite 101, 400 West Church Avenue 

* City 
  

Knoxville 

* State 

ra 

* Zip Code 
  

[37902 

Application Prepared By (You will be the person contacted by the ABA YLD regarding this project) 
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* First Name 

https://abanet.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_4GFqs05B7BwCc96 

  

Lee 

* Last Name 
  

[Bowles 

* Address 
  

|Bussart Law Firm, 520 N, Ellington Parkway 

* City 
  

[Lewisburg 

* State 

* Zip Code 
  

[37091 

* Email Address 
  

llee@bussartlaw.com 

* Telephone 
  

{931-359-6264 

* Please indicate number of exhibits being submitted 

    

Publications 

1"
) 

CD or DVD 

* Single Project Title 
  

[Tennessee Young Lawyer 

Do Not Write in This Area 
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Decision of Judges: 1st Place 2nd Place 

Performance 

Special Recognition Certificate of 
  

Submit | 

*PLEASE PRINT FOR YOUR RECORDS BEFORE SUBMITTING.™* 

- Print Here -     
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ABA YLD Awards of Achievement Program 

NEWSLETTER 

The application should highlight the role of an Affiliate newsletter in achieving its overall goals and objectives. 

Any ABA YLD Young Lawyer Affiliated Organization affiliated under Articles 3.1 (a) or 3.1 (b) of the ABA YLD Bylaws is 
eligible. For more information on Affiliate eligibility, see the ABA YLD Bylaws. 

Submission deadline is June 15, 2011. Awards will be presented on August 6, 2011 during the YLD Assembly at the ABA 
Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada. 

* Indicates required field. 

Project Information Form 

*Name of YLD Affiliate 

  

TN - Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division 

Page 1 of 

(fill in total number of pages on mailed copy) 

* Division (Figures are for the young lawyer membership of your organization) 

  

| State Affiliate: 3000 or less 

* How did you hear about the AOA program? (Select all that apply) 

Iv) Friend/Colleague jv YLD Email 

|: Local Affiliate \v| YLD Website 

*Name of Newsletter 

  

Tennessee Young Lawyer 

Introduction, history of the organization (250 words or less) 
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The Tennessee Bar Association Young Lawyers Division (TBA YLD) has been 
actively serving the public and the profession since 1936. A voluntary bar 
association, the TBA is the largest and one of the most active professional 
organizations in the State of Tennessee. As the young lawyer component of 
the TBA, the TBA YLD's membership automatically includes all members of the 
TBA who are under the age of 36 and/or who have been licensed to practice 
for five years or less. The TBA currently has more than 11,000 members and 
nearly 2,200 of those members are young lawyers. Since the creation of the 
TBA YLD, the division arguably has been the senior bar's most proactive arm 
in reaching out to its membership, its potential membership, and the 
community. The 2010-2011 bar year has been no exception. Tennessee is 
proudly known as the Volunteer State and that moniker is not lost on the TBA 
LD. This year, our division has enjoyed living up to our State's 
reputation for volunteerism in the services we have provided to our 
community and to our members. Our organization appreciates the opportunity 
to share our successes with the American Bar Association and we respectfully 
submit this application for consideration for the 2010-2011 Awards of 
Achievement.   

* Annual budget for newsletter production, excluding mailing costs 

[$400 
  

* Circulation 

  

2597 | 

* Number of issues per year (Must be published at least quarterly in order to be eligible) 

4 
  

*Newsletter Title 
  

Tennessee Young Lawyer 

* Describe the goals and objectives of the publication of your newsletter 
  

The goal of the Tennessee Young Lawyer is to provide relevant, informative 
and easily accessible information about practicing law and achieving 
personal and professional success as a young lawyer in Tennessee. The 
publication seeks to meet that need by combining substantive legal articles 
with opportunities for continuing education, opportunities for service, 
general division news, profiles of young lawyers making a difference in 
their communities, and a humor column that provides a little levity. The 
newsletter also is designed to provide an outlet for young lawyers who wish 
to author articles and achieve statewide recognition for their expertise. 
Finally, the newsletter seeks to encourage active participation in the 
division by recruiting new members, increasing the involvement of current 
members, and increasing participation by under-represented groups and 
individuals.     

* Describe the impact of your newsletter 
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The impact of the Tennessee Young Lawyer is easily measured by the response 
received from readers. The newsletter is routinely used to recruit 

volunteers for the High School Mock Trial Competition, Statewide Public 
Service Day events, Celebrate Pro Bono projects and Wills for Heroes 
clinics. Over 2,000 young lawyers learn about these exciting programs, and 
event coordinators report that young lawyers quickly and enthusiastically 
respond to these opportunities. The publication also provides a nice way to 
thank those who volunteer by highlighting their service and allowing them to 
receive recognition from their firms, colleagues and friends. In addition, 
the newsletter features a young lawyer in each issue who is making a 
difference in his or her community. These features promote morale within the 
organization and help in recruiting new, active members. Recruiting young 
lawyer authors also provides an opportunity to increase the number of 
members who are actively involved in the division. Finally, the publication 
provides a targeted way for the bar association to communicate important 
information to its membership and make members aware of new benefits and 
services.   

* Average number of pages per issue 
  

18 

* What was the reason for undertaking this project? 

(Include in your discussion the steps taken to evaluate the need and to market this project to minority young lawyers to 
encourage their participation.) 
  

The division produces this newsletter as a member service because it 
believes it is critical to provide young lawyers with relevant, informative 
and easily accessible information about practicing law in Tennessee, 
building a successful career, and finding fulfillment in the legal 
profession. The newsletter also is produced to help create a cohesive 
community among young lawyers working in a variety of practice settings and 
geographical areas across the state. 

*Is the Newsletter included in membership dues? 

Yes 

e 

* Are subscriptions sold separately? 

Yes 

Cc 

If yes, number of subscribers 

No 

No 

  

not applicable 

If yes, subscription cost $ 
  

not applicable 

* Annual advertising revenue 
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[so 

* Number of advertising pages 
  

0 

* Approximate percent (%) of pages devoted annually to the following 

Bar news 

Loca! legal news 

Feature articles 

Substantive law 

Advertising 

Other (describe below) 

      

Total 

Describe above Other percentage 
  

Chris McCarty ably serve the role of Humorist in our Barely Legal column. 

* How many years has the newsletter been published? 
  

Under the current name, the publication has been published for 6 years. A similar publication was published for 7 years prior. 

* Number of staff members actively involved in publication of newsletter 
  

2 

* Describe their roles 
  

Staff member #1: Develops publication schedule for the year; reviews articles to ensure compliance with association publication 
standards and Associated Press style; makes editing suggestions to authors; reviews, corrects and approves proofs; notifies 
readership via email that a new issue of the newsletter is available on the division's website; and maintains online and file archives. 

Staff member #2: Lays out text, photos and artwork in a graphics design program; recommends appropriate stock images; circulates 
draft versions for proofing; makes corrections as needed; creates web-version and print-version of the final product; and handles print 
orders if hard copies are needed. 

* Number of volunteers actively involved in publication of newsletter 
  

4 
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* Describe their roles 
  

Publications Chair: Provides overall direction and leadership to volunteers working on the newsletter; recommends feature articles; and 

is responsible for the publication in the editor's absence. 

Newsletter Editor: Recruits authors to write legal articles and feature articles; reviews and edits submissions for legal accuracy; collects 

photos and artwork to be used; and ensures compliance with publication schedule. 

YLD President: Writes a column for each issue highlighting a priority of his or her administration; provides photos and artwork to 
complement articles; assists with recruiting authors as needed. 

Humor Columnist: Writes a humor column for each issue of the newsletter; and assists with recruiting authors as needed. 

  
If you have any questions, contact YLD Administrator, Bill Stanton at William.Stanton@americanbar.org or 312-988-5611. 

Submit: | 
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