
  
 
 
Name and Address of Nominee:_John Porter, 269 Rock Point Drive, Vonore, Tennessee, 
37885 
 
Name and Address of Nominating Agency:_CASA Monroe, 301 College Street N, 
Madisonville, TN  37354 
 
Executive Director:   Alisa Hobbs  
 
Occupation of Nominee (if applicable):   Retired  
 
Length of Service as a CASA Volunteer:   4 Years  
 
Please state why your agency has selected this nominee for consideration for the 2014 
CASA Volunteer of the Year Award: 
 
John Porter is type of “Riches to Rags” volunteer.  He is actually one of the developers of the 
GPS system.  In 1967, as an employee of the telephone company in San Francisco, John began 
working with digital mapping, one of the precursors to GPS.  He later became an independent 
consultant and in 1996, started a software application development company dealing with digital 
mapping.  In three years, the company grew from 5 to 75 people.  Despite his incredible success 
(John’s step-son is the inventor of the X-box, by the way), he has created a retirement with a 
strong focus on “giving back.”  John once said, “I don’t want to be on boards of directors 
anymore. I want to do the actual work. As such, John is not only one of our best CASA 
advocates, but he washes dishes for Meals on Wheels, for example.  No job is too small for this 
once successful entrepreneur who feels so blessed that he is willing to do anything that is needed.  
This is why CASA Monroe has selected John Porter.  
 
 
Provide specific examples of the contributions made by the nominee to your local agency: 
 
John has gone above and beyond his basic duties on so many occasions.  One year, he had a case 
with a single mother and 6 children.  They had next to nothing, so John organized his family and 
friends (even his out of town visitors) to provide the family with both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners.  The food was all home made and enough to enjoy leftovers.  During our 
Festival of Trees, John brought in one of the mothers in a case and bought a Christmas tree for 
her house.  John has had a few Juvenile Justice cases with teenage boys and in every case, he 
would travel great distances, (sometimes hours of driving,) to visit his CASA children when they 
were in detention centers or therapeutic homes.  He believes with all his heart that you must be 
there for the child, no matter where that child is.  John has been so effective that even the 
Department of Children’s Services (DCS) has asked for him on particularly tough cases. 
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List any other accomplishments, achievements, goals, challenges, successes or other 
information about the nominee’s role in serving as a CASA volunteer which you would like 
our committee to consider: 
 
As a CASA Advocate, John participates fully in our program.  He attends CASA Gatherings 
regularly, attends our Festival of Trees GALA, and supports other CASA fundraisers and events. 
This year (2013), CASA Monroe started a “CASA Advocate of the Month” program and John 
was our first title-holder.  We think that much of him.   
 
List the nominee’s other community, civic, professional, or volunteer activities and 
achievements: 
 
In addition to his service with CASA Monroe, John is a dishwasher (extraordinaire) and general 
helper for Meals on Wheels in Monroe County.  John is also one of the founders of the Rarity 
Bay 1st Responder Medical Emergency Team where he is on call to assist his neighbors with 
medical intervention until the ambulance arrives. He and his wife Jean, a local artist, worship at 
Tellico Village Community Church.   
 
 
Provide the committee with any other insights or information you would like us to consider 
concerning your nominee: 
 
Just to add that John once said to our staff at CASA Monroe that his “second career” in East 
Tennessee is based on his beliefs and desire to give back to his community.  “My life here has 
been guided by two main principals:” said John, “love of God and love of country.” 
 
 
Have you sent an electronic photo of your nominee?   Yes 
 
 
Are you willing to travel to Nashville on Jan. 17, 2014 to receive this award if chosen?  Yes 

 
Alisa Hobbs 
Printed Name of Executive Director  
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Signature of Executive Director 
 
 
Cell (865) 603-5489 or Office (423) 442-2750 
Phone number of Executive Director 
 


