
Tennessee Uniform Trust Code � Humor: E-mail order preacher



12 TENNESSEE BAR JOURNAL, JANUARY 2005

Happy 
Birthday, 

TBJ!
By Suzanne Craig Robertson

C  O  V  E  R S  T  O  R  Y
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A lot of information is stacked around me —
on the floor, on my desk, in the window sill.
There are old Tennessee Bar Journals bound in hard-

cover, navy blue books, black & white photos in crink-

ley file folders and the yellowing pages of Tennessee

Lawyer, a newsletter that predated the Journal, heralding

the new magazine’s coming in its January 1965 issue.

Pulling out the high points of 40 years of publishing is

daunting and I’m about to decide it’s not possible, glanc-

ing one more time at the calendar as the drop-dead

deadline inches closer.  

The fact is, I love all these Journal pages and am proud
to oversee its production into its 41st year, my 18th. To
relay the Journal’s first 22 years, I’ll rely on the archives.
For 1987 through 2004, I can nearly do it from heart. 

I want you to see it all:  the early Caribbean cruises
offered by the TBA where men wore suits and ties on
deck and their wives were only known as Mrs. Some-
body Else; the Economic Survey of 1966 where it was
reported that Tennessee lawyers’ median income was
$16,000; my sweet Golden Retriever who posed for a

cover story called “There’s no such thing as a free bite,”
which generated letters in defense of a breed that of
course would never bite anyone anyway; and pictures of
many of you senior lawyers when you were young
lawyers, right out of school.

When Wisconsin Lawyer celebrated 75 years of pub-
lication recently, freelance writer Dianne Molvig com-
mented to editor Joyce Hastings that “it could easily
turn into one of those family vacation slide shows peo-
ple put on for their friends. Showing slide after slide,
treasuring every moment, the folks in the audience are
nodding off.” Taking that advice, you’ll be spared the
minute details of the cabinetry used in the association’s
former office space, but forgive me if I go on a bit
about the dramatic changes in the printing industry
during this time and how it has made production
quicker and cheaper, and our turnaround time much
shorter. (I’ll skip it this time, but believe me, the
changes are huge.)

During 2005, the Journal will have a column every
month highlighting different aspects of the bar world the
Journal has presided over in its four decades. We’ll cover
advocacy, changes in the Young Lawyers Division, con-
vention coverage, the changing role of women and
minorities, the advent of mandatory continuing legal
education and more. Don’t nod off yet, there are only
187 more slides to go …

When the Tennessee Bar Journal began in 1965, it was quarterly and measured 6" x 9".

(Continued on page 15)
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A dvertisers jumped at the
chance to advertise in the Ten-
nessee Bar Association’s new

statewide magazine. Two advertisers —

West Publishing Company  (now
ThompsonWest) and The Michie Com-
pany (now owned by Lexis-Nexis) — are
still advertisers, 40 years later.  In fact,
West has been a continuous advertiser
with the Journal since the first issue. 

Advertisers in the Tennessee Bar Jour-
nal’s in 1965 were:

• Bobbs-Merrill Company, Indianapolis
• Chattanooga Federal Savings

• Commercial Insurance Company,
Newark, New Jersey

• Commerce Union Bank
• CT Corporation System, Atlanta 

and St. Louis
• Dewberry Engraving Co., 

Birmingham, Ala.
• First Federal Savings and Loan 

Association of Chattanooga
• First National Bank of Memphis
• Guaranty Title Company

It paid to advertise in the Journal, even then

West Publishing (now ThompsonWest) has been a continuous advertiser in
the Tennessee Bar Journal since 1965. Thanks, West!

A  R  T  I  C  L  E
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Modest beginnings
“As issues of the Journal follow, we hope

to improve it, to give you better service
and more interesting articles,” TBA Presi-
dent Olin White declared in his President’s
Report in February 1965, the first issue of

the Tennessee Bar Journal.
“The Tennessee Bar Association’s

objective is not only to serve its members
and the lawyers of Tennessee, but to
work for the benefit of all the citizens of
this state, to the end that their rights are
fully protected and that there be a just
and orderly determination of their claims
and disputes.”

Those are pretty tall orders. Has the
Journal done this?

Robert Kirk Walker of Chattanooga
was TBA president-elect when the Journal
was conceived. 

“At the time, I knew it would be a
good communicative tool and am
impressed that the Tennessee Bar Journal
has come into its own,” Walker says. At
79, he is of counsel at the law firm of
Chambliss, Bahner and Stophel.

Being instrumental in the magazine’s
beginnings makes him proud, he says,
especially that it has been “embraced,
refined and improved upon” by TBA staff

and contributors over the years.
“We felt that the Tennessee Lawyer was

an inadequate publication for us,” Walker
says. “The Journal provides an opportunity
for lawyers who are experts in certain fields
to share their expertise with others.”

The Board of Governors had voted to
start a new publication in November 1964,
on recommendation of the Publications
Committee, the purpose of which would be
“to bring to the lawyers of Tennessee arti-
cles and studies of value in their legal prac-
tice and their improvement of the profes-
sion.” The committee’s chair that year was
W. Ovid Collins Jr., of Nashville.

Collins still practices law a few days a
week with Cornelius & Collins LLP in
Nashville, and at 86 still reads the Journal
every month. 

“I’m glad we got it done,” he says of the
work to start the new publication.

“It was very modest at the beginning,”

Happy Birthday, TBJ!

• Kansas City Title
Insurance Company
• McDowell Engineering
Contracting

• Mid-South Title Company, Memphis
• National Bank of Commerce in 

Memphis
• Pilot Life Insurance Company, 

Greensboro, N.C.
• Prentice-Hall / 1965 Federal Tax 

Services
• Road Builders Inc., Nashville
• The Daily News, Memphis
• The Michie Company, 

Charlottesville, Va.
• Thompson & Green Machinery 

Company Inc., Nashville

• Union Planters National Bank of 
Memphis

• West Publishing Company, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

(Continued on page 16)
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he says. “Of course, you’ve improved 
it tremendously.” 

The Journal was to complement the
quarterly newsletter called Tennessee
Lawyer, which the TBA began publish-
ing in 1952. For 20 years the two publi-
cations dovetailed until Tennessee
Lawyer ceased publication in 1985. With
the January/February 1986 issue, the
Journal went bi-monthly, incorporating
the news and association information
that had previously been in the Lawyer.

In 1999 the Journal doubled its out-
put, going to a monthly schedule.
Although some people involved in the
process were afraid there would not be
enough information to fill that many
pages, that has proved incorrect. Turns
out, there’s plenty of information lawyers
need to hear and it started pouring in.
The Journal’s leap to monthly was the
idea of TBA Executive Director Allan F.
Ramsaur, who had been at the TBA only
a few months at the time.

“The Journal is easily the  most visi-
ble, tangible asset of the TBA,” Ram-
saur says. “My goals in recommending
that we publish monthly were to
expand the services to our members, to
communicate more timely and effec-
tively and to enhance the value of that
asset. Once we convinced the leader-
ship that the money was there, they
leaped at the chance to provide the
Journal every month.”

A little help from its friends
Other forms of communication have

supplemented the Journal through the
years, too.  After Tennessee Lawyer, the
TBA began another quarterly newsletter
called Across the Bar, which ran in the
early 1990s. In 1995, the weekly
newsletter LeaderFlash began and soon
adapted to technological advances by
turning into an email newsletter as well.
In 1995 its new best friend, TBALink,
was born. TBALink is the TBA’s web
site, which back when it started was the
first of its kind. The Journal frequently
refers to its electronic pages for more in-
depth information, an option to dissemi-
nate even more information to readers.
The Journal is also now available elec-
tronically. In 1998 the Journal began car-

rying a full continuing legal education
schedule in its center.

They keep you updated
In addition to the many writers who

have contributed, a handful of faithful
have written and written and written.
Standing columns have always been a
part of the Journal, beginning with
“Practicing Your Profession,” by Billie
Bethel (see page 20), and there has
always been a column by the president.
“Avoiding Legal Malpractice Claims” by
Duke Nordlinger Stern ran from 1985-
88. The still-popular “Paine on Proce-
dure” by Donald F. Paine began in 1989.
Well-read humor columnist Bill Haltom
starting slinging funny arrows in the
summer of 1993 with “But, Seriously,
Folks!” and we’re laughing too hard to
get him to stop. In 1992, Chancellor
Robert Brandt began writing “From the
Bench,” which Judge R. Vann Owens
took up when he became president of
the Tennessee Judicial Conference. In
1999, four columns began rotating:
“Employment Law” by Tim Bland, “Day
on Torts” by John Day, “Where There’s a
Will” by Dan Holbrook, and “Criminal
Law” by David Raybin. In 2003 we
added the cartoon “Jest Is For All,” by
Arnie Glick.

Our driving force
So important to the consistency of

the Journal are two groups of people, the
Editorial Board and the staff. The Edito-
rial Board — chair Andrée Sophia
Blumstein, Miles Mason Sr., Donald F.
Paine, Nathan D. Rowell and Jonathan
O. Steen — give a huge amount of time
reviewing articles and having great ideas.
We will feature them more fully in a
subsequent issue.

Staff members whose jobs keep the
Journal humming are Assistant Executive
Director Barry Kolar, Production Coor-
dinator Landry Butler and me, the edi-
tor. Stacey Shrader compiles and writes
the disciplinary actions and the Bulletin
Board section, with Sharon Ballinger
wading through press releases checking
information for Bulletin Board.

A handful of other people have
poured their hearts into this magazine

over the years — more in recent years
because almost all production is now
done in-house. When the Journal began,
and even up through about 1989, type-
setting, photo scanning and layout were
all done by outside vendors. Now, except
for the printing and some proofreading,
it’s all done by employees. Journal alum-
nae include Gary Hunt, Mary Tucker,
Julie Warner Swearingen, Gina Jones,
David Duke and Kate Jankowski.

Award-winning? You bet
The Journal has been recognized by its

peers twice with a Luminary Award from
the National Association of Bar Execu-
tives for excellence in publications for
mid-sized bars. Before that, it won
awards from the Nashville Chapter of
the International Association of Busi-
ness Communicators for color photogra-
phy, writing and editorials. The Ten-
nessee Society of Association Executives
awarded the Journal its Excellence
Award for magazines and journals in
1994 and 2000.

Come see for yourself
The Journal has been the voice of the

legal profession, a reflection of the times
and circumstances surrounding the law
in Tennessee, since 1965. As you can
see, we are proud of the contribution
and look forward to many more years of
providing this legal mirror. 

It’s possible this is starting to sound
like that family vacation slide show, so
we’ll leave it at this. But if you have a
deeper interest, I invite you to come to
the Tennessee Bar Center in Nashville
and read through the old navy blue
hard-bound treasures yourself. 

Suzanne Craig Robertson is editor of
the Tennessee Bar Journal. The stacks
of old publications on her desk will be
back on the bookshelf by the time you
come by to look at them.

TBA Membership Coordinator Megan
Rizzo contributed to this story. 

Happy Birthday, TBJ!
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T he Tennessee Bar Journal has
been a reflection of the legal
landscape in the state for 40

years. When something major happened
(and lots of not-so-major things), the
Journal covered it. Here is a sampling:

1965Amendments to Tennessee
Supreme Court Rule 42

form a committee to investigate, report
conclusions and recommend actions
concerning lawyers’ unethical practices,
giving teeth to the process. Then-presi-
dent-elect Robert Kirk Walker recalls
this as the first big issue covered by the
Journal. The Professional Ethics and
Grievances Committee is the predeces-
sor to the Board of Professional Respon-
sibility, which was established in 1975.
n Billie Bethel, TBA executive secre-

tary, is named editor of the new Ten-
nessee Bar Journal. (She served in this
capacity until 1982 when she was termi-
nated. Not much was written about that
in either publication, but the newsletter
Tennessee Lawyer carried President John
Tune’s column in January
1983 saying that “the matter
has been completely resolved
between the Board and the
former executive director …
[who has] paid to the associa-
tion the sum of $20,000
which fairly represents the
items the Board and a special
commitee believe that she
purchased improperly and
also represents her use of Bar
personnel or assets which were not in
the interest of the TBA.”)

1969The journey of changing
ethics rules is reported in a

story by Walter P. Armstrong Jr., outlin-
ing the proposed new Code of Profes-
sional Responsibility. (In August 1974,
the Journal reports that the ABA adopt-
ed amendments to the code, which were

automatically effective in Ten-
nessee. President Randy Noel
reports in his February 2000 col-
umn that the TBA’s Committee
for the Study of Standards of Pro-
fessional Conduct, after five years
of work, has recommendations
ready to take to the Supreme
Court for action. In December
2002, the Journal runs “Your
Ethics Roadmap” — by Lucian
Pera, chair of the Standing Com-
mitee of Ethics and Professional
Responsibilty, and Carl Pierce,
who was the committee’s reporter
— as its cover story, detailing the new
rules that put Tennessee in line with
nearly all other states.)

1971The Rules of Civil Proce-
dure become effective. Don

Paine and Jerry J. Phillips cover the
highlights in a feature article in the
August 1970 issue.

1974No truer words are written
when author T. McN Simp-

son III notes that “for an indefinite peri-
od of time, we must expect public discus-

sion of the relevant issues”
after the report from the Tax
Modernization and Reform
Commission was given to the
General Assembly bringing
“a measure of political
respectability to the question
‘should Tennessee adopt the
income tax?’” (That, pub-
lished in the February 1974
issue, was the first of many
articles about the Tennessee

Constitution and its relation to a pro-
posed state income tax. Others following
the issue are: Rodger A. Bolling and
William Brent Carper, May 1984; Little
H. Skennis Jr., May 1977; Robert E.
Cooper Jr., January/February 1992; and
in September 1999, Lewis R. Donelson
and N.B. Forrest Shoaf square off in a
pro/con debate.)

1977 “Legal Aid for Older Ten-
nesseans,” by William M.

Stephens, points out that most counties
don’t have legal services programs. 
n The Tennessee Consumer Protec-

tion Act of 1977 is detailed in an article
by Irvin L. Tankersley. Kenneth M.
Bryant wrote about it in 1999 and in
2004 Matthew Evans offered new prac-
tice tips to use with the TCPA.

1978 Irvin L. Tankersley covers
the Tennessee Products Lia-

bility Act of 1978 in the November issue.

1981The Justice Joseph W.
Henry Award for Outstand-

ing Legal Writing is established to honor
the writer of the best Tennessee Bar Jour-
nal article in a given year. (The award
continues today, and is judged annually
by the chief justice, the president of the
TBA and one of the law school deans.)

1982Gil Campbell is the new
executive director and

Gary Hunt is the assistant executive
director, also serving as the Journal’s new
editor. (The February 1983 issue marks a
change to an 8.5x11 magazine format,
and the promise that the Journal will
branch out to include feature stories, not
just substantive articles.) 

1985The Journal takes over parts
of Tennessee Lawyer, which

prints its final issue in April. News, For-
(Continued on page 23)

1990 — Martha Craig Daughtrey was sworn in as
the first woman on the Tennessee Supreme Court,
as part of the “Court of the ’90s.” From left:
Daughtrey, Frank F. Drowota III, Chief Justice Lyle
Reid, Charles H. O’Brien, E. Riley Anderson and
Gov. Ned McWherter.

Journaling legal history as it happened

A  R  T  I  C  L  E



Here’s a sampling of the articles in the
1965 Tennessee Bar Journals:

FEBRUARY
The President Reports by Olin White

(in the 84th year of the Tennessee Bar
Association, he writes about the new
quarterly publication and dedicates it to
the members of the profession)

“The Matter of Perspective,” by
Robert Gill Gillespie (an article by a
Mississippi supreme court associate jus-
tice about the changes the law has seen)

Executive director’s column by Billie
Bethel: “The telephone – friend or foe?”

“Justice Chattin named to Supreme
Court”

“Suggestions on selec-
tion of a trial jury,” by Vir-
gil Carmichael, who was a
regular contributor to the
Journal for many years. He
died just last November (see
page 10).

“The case of the unpopu-
lar cause,” by Henry H. Han-
cock (the need for lawyers to
take on unpopular defendants)

“Recent tax developments
affecting the lawyer in general
practice,” by John C. Stophel

MAY
The President Reports by

Olin White (about the fear that
our government will become a
police state – it is 10 pages long)

“The Law: Ideals, Opportuni-
ties, Challenges,” by Robert Kirk

Walker (a speech to law school students) 
A complete schedule of the 84th

Annual Convention, held at the
Andrew Jackson Hotel in Nashville

“The Era of Gideon v. Wainwright,” by
Hon. Frank W. Wilson (a speech)

“Bulk Sales and the Uniform Com-
mercial Code,” by W. Harold Bigham

Executive director’s column by Billie
Bethel: “Don’t let that date slip by!”
(the creation of an “Office Tickler Sys-
tem,” see related story, page 20) 

AUGUST
The President Reports by Robert

Kirk Walker (about the institution of
the Professional Ethics and Grievances
Committee and its 27 commissioners,

Gov. Frank Clement and Tennessee
Supreme Court Justice Hamilton Bur-
nett wrote letters of congratulations
to the Tennessee Bar Association
upon the publication’s beginning in
1965. Their successors, Gov. Phil 
Bredesen and Chief Justice Frank F
Drowota, have done the same.

A  R  T  I  C  L  E

Those first issues
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who will investigate and report conclu-
sions and recommendations “in matters
touching unethical practices of a mem-
ber of the Bar.” The TBA had filed a
petition in favor of this amendment to
Supreme Court Rule 42, which is print-
ed in its entirety.)

“Et tu Brute?” by Billie Bethel and
Robert Kirk Walker (an overview of the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, cov-
ering the National Conference on Law
and Poverty, a group convened to “discuss
the problems of the extension of legal
services to the poor under the program,
policies and regulations of the Office of
Economic Opportunity” … “the programs
and policies propounded proved astonish-
ing as well as greatly alarming to many of
those present …” It con-
cludes that “coopera-
tion or non-cooperation
with OEO policy –
either one – leads to
socialism and destruction
of the legal profession.”)

A poem by Virgil F. Carmichael,
“Condemned?” 

NOVEMBER
President’s Report by Robert Kirk

Walker (announcing that the board has
approved a statewide economic survey
for 1966)

Report of the newest member of the
Tennessee Supreme Court: Larry
Barkley Creson

“Defense of the Indigent and Other
Unpopular Causes,” by Barnabas F. Sears
(a speech given to the Tennessee Young
Lawyers’ Conference, the predecessor to
the Young Lawyers Division)

“A fair trial and a free press,” by Hon.
Frank W. Wilson (a speech)

“Verdicts or out of
court settlement of
$50,000 or over in
wrongful deaths in Ten-
nessee,” compiled by J.D. Lee

Executive director’s column by Billie
Bethel:  “Confidentially speaking – to the
legal secretary CARE” (The key to being
a top legal secretary is: Conscientiousness,
Appearance, Respect, Efficiency). 

— Suzanne Craig Robertson
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T he earliest column,
besides the president’s,
was called “Practicing

Your Profession,” written by Executive
Director Billie Bethel. It offered practi-
cal advice for running a law office and
no doubt was a great help to the lawyers
and law office personnel of the 1960s.
Some subjects covered are still true
today, even with the vast changes in
technology available to the law office.

Some of the advice, however, helps us
recall just how much the office environ-
ment has changed. (And of course all
the lawyers and clients are “he” and the
support staffers are “she.”)

That timeless telephone
“The Telephone: Friend or Foe?” is

the first column in the first issue. The
short answer is it could be either one,
depending on how you deal with your
calls. It’s a “you be nice to your phone
and it will be nice to you” proposition,
and most of the advice given is still
applicable, even though these days your
phone may have 12 lines, voice mail,
caller ID and valet parking. And take
care in selecting your receptionist: “You
should seek a girl with a clear, pleasant,
well-modulated voice, good enuncia-
tion and diction and a friendly, out-
going personality.”

Some upgrades have 
been made

“Don’t Let That Date Slip By!” in
May 1965 admonishes lawyers to estab-
lish an Office Tickler System “to serve as

a reminder to you of matters which
require your attention.” Here’s what you
need to do: “The Tickler System file
should be placed in the control  of a reli-
able secretary, bookkeeper or file clerk.
This person should have assigned two
daily tasks in respect to the system. The
last task of the day for the designated
person should consist of picking up infor-
mation cards for the tickler file from
each lawyer’s desk and filing them in
proper chronological sequence. The first
task each morning must be the checking
of the Tickler File and the distribution of
the cards coming up for that day.”

It goes on to recommend 3x5 cards
and index card drawers. “The file clerk
should also prepare a docket sheet for
the office each Friday for the following
week. A sufficient number of copies
should be made for each lawyer and his
secretary to have one. Thusly, the entire
firm has information as to the court
activities of each lawyer.”

Speaking of 3x5 cards, in 1987 when
I walked through the doors of the TBA
for the first time, the membership
records — probably about 6,000 of them
— were kept in a big metal box called
the Cardex and each member had a
card, filed alphabetically. It was soon
after that time that the TBA hooked up
a computer and started using member
records from an electronic database. 

The Office Tickler System of 1965
sounds like the computer program iCal,
which we use here at the TBA to keep
track of where everyone is supposed to
be.  In describing the card system to a
young lawyer recently, he told me this:
“I'm blessed with a great assistant who
keeps up with my deadlines via some
type of computer calendar.  I just get

daily reminders (printed) of upcoming
deadlines. So I guess the tickler system
you described is really what I use today.”
So things some places are not so differ-
ent from the way they used to be.

Another lawyer told me that lawyers
in his firm input the time themselves
sometimes and sometimes jot it down for
a secretary to enter into the system.

Time was money back 
then, too

The 1966 Economic Survey indicated
that lawyers who kept up with their bill-
able time “always” made an annual
median income of $22,000 (East Ten-
nessee), $18,500 (Middle) and $19,600
(West). Those who never kept time
records reported a salary of $13,000,
$14,200 and $15,500, respectively. So in
November 1966 when Practicing Your
Profession covered keeping up with bill-
able hours, it had some legs to stand on.

“Mark Time! Forward March!!” is the
November 1966 installment of the col-
umn, dealing with billing time sheets.
See the figures on these pages for a sug-
gested way to keep your time. But, the
article warns, “before you select a system
of time records make up your mind that
you will keep COMPLETE and ACCU-
RATE records. To keep time ‘sometimes’
is not enough!”

This sounds like the precursor to soft-
ware programs like TimeSlips or
OMEGA, which divides the attorney’s
day into six-minute increments and inte-
grates with accounting and case manage-
ment systems. Using John Doe’s time
sheet it looks like he has six and a half
hours to bill that day. If he does the
same thing five days a week, he’ll have
32.5 hours to bill that week. Sources tell

Some advice is timeless 
(other things are funny to read 40 years later)

A  R  T  I  C  L  E
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me that’s barely enough these days to
keep you employed. It’s possible that 30-
minute coffee break Mr. Doe is taking in
the afternoon would need to tighten up.

In the matter of the 1966 Economic
Survey, it is reported that the “survey
returns have been edited and punched
into IBM cards ready to be processed by
the computers.” It’s also reported that
the return on the survey was a whopping
56 percent. In the TBA’s 2002 survey,
which surveyed members and non-
members, it was conducted mostly elec-
tronically (no punch cards) and the
return was 12.7 percent. 

Do you C.A.R.E.?
In November 1965, the column was

“Confidentially Speaking: To the Legal
Secretary CARE,” which addressed the
legal secretary directly, not the lawyer.
“Being a Legal Secretary, in the truest
sense, is not an easy task! It is not just
going to the office at 9 each morning and

departing
promptly at 5
in the
evening. It is
not ‘putting
up with’ your
boss  … It is

not just col-
lecting your
pay check.

No, being a Legal Secretary is not just a
job, it is a career.”

The key to being a top legal secretary
is C.A.R.E.: Conscientiousness (“She is
the girl who comes to the office early,
who, of her own accord, stays a few min-
utes late because their is work which she
feels should be completed …”), Appear-
ance (A nicely typed, crisp letter, well
spaced on the page, is most attractive
and carries the message far more effec-
tively than a smudged, crowded letter
with strikeovers and erasures), Respect
(This includes respecting the privacy of
clients as well as the training and ability
of the lawyer) and Efficiency (including
directing skills and abilities to the most
effective use, developing ways to
improve her skills, to eliminate wasted
operations and unnecessary tasks).

Still a good idea
In February 1973, “Use and Develop-

ment of a Law Office Manual,” directs
lawyers to use an office manual, how to
develop one and what should go in it and
even how to present it. The sample
“Operations Manual for [the law firm of]
Care, Considerate & Concerned Lawyers”
is 16 pages long. Some particulars:

• Smoking, gum chewing and
snacking in the office are not indica-
tive of an efficient, businesslike, pro-
fessional office. Such activities do not
contribute to the image nor the work
product of the firm. You are, there-
fore, respectfully requested to forego
these activities during your work day.

• A refrigerator and hot plate
have been provided in the coffee
room … no employee shall have food
at his desk during regular working
hours. Eating shall be strictly con-
fined to the coffee room area.

There are subheads about use of the
telephone, document uniformity, filing
systems, Tickler system, expense charges
and equipment.

Although employment laws have
surely changed since then – and the
sample one printed in that Journal would
not be much help anymore —  the prac-
tice of using an office manual is, of
course, still in use today. 

— Suzanne Craig Robertson



W
ith rioting in
our cities and a
rapidly escalat-
ing war in
Southeast Asia,
1965 was a tur-

bulent year for the birth of a new maga-
zine for Tennessee lawyers. And just as
the Tennessee Bar Journal has persevered
through four decades, many of the issues
and topics of that period remain a part of
our world.

Vietnam — still a contentious topic in
presidential politics and the nation’s psy-
che — is the logical place to start. Forty
years ago, the war dominated headlines as
the U.S. changed its role from advisor to
full combatant. Following attacks by the
North Vietnamese, President Lyndon
Johnson launched major air strikes
through the Operation Rolling Thunder
campaign, and also sent in a first wave of
combat troop. The first major American
ground battle of the war soon followed,
when 5,500 U.S. Marines destroyed a Viet
Cong stronghold on the Van Tuong
peninsula. In all, troop levels increased
from 23,000 at the beginning of the year
to 154,000 by year-end.

As the war escalated, so did opposition
back home. In October, the anti-war stu-
dent-run National Coordinating Commit-
tee to End the War in Vietnam staged its
first public burning of draft cards. 

Also taking to the streets were protest-
ers fighting to extend civil rights to the
nation’s African-American population.
Long deprived the opportunity to vote in
many areas, these citizens held marches
and protests across the nation, including
the famous march from Selma, Ala., to
the capitol in Montgomery led by Martin
Luther King. 

That protest was originally scheduled
for March 7, but Gov. George Wallace
swore to stop it, and that Sunday on the
Edmund Pettus Bridge near Selma, the

marchers were met by state troopers and
horsemen armed with clubs and whips.
The ensuing bloodshed was captured by
national television crews, resulting in a
public relations disaster for the governor.

In Washington, support for legislation to
guarantee rights of African Americans
grew, leading to August passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 – a measure that
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A few things besides the ‘Journal’ 
happened in 1965
By Barry Kolar

A  R  T  I  C  L  E

Births
• Michael Dell, founder of Dell Inc.
• Steve Finley, Major League Baseball All-Star
• Sarah Jessica Parker, actress
• Robert Downey Jr., actor
• Brooke Shields, actress
• Sandra Bullock, actress
• Joanne Kathleen Rowling, author of the

Harry Potter series
• Reggie Miller, basketball star
• Shania Twain, singer/songwriter
• Katarina Witt, figure skater

Deaths
• T. S. Eliot, American/British poet
• Alan Freed, disk jockey
• Winston Churchill, British politician
• Nat King Cole, singer, musician
• Malcolm X, Black Muslim Movement

activist
• Felix Frankfurter, justice of the Supreme

Court of the United States
• Edward R. Murrow
• Albert Schweitzer, German physician 

Sports
• Los Angeles Dodgers win World Series 4-3

over the Minnesota Twins. The Series
MVP was the Dodgers’ Sandy Koufax.

• UCLA wins NCAA Basketball Champi-
onship 91-80 over Michigan

• Boston Celtics wins NBA title 4-1 over
the Los Angeles Lakers

• Felice Gimondi of Italy wins the Tour de
France

•  Jack Nicklaus wins The Masters 
• Gary Player wins the U.S. Open
• Peter Thomson wins the British Open 
• Dave Marr wins the PGA 

Championship 
• Montreal Canadiens win the Stanley Cup:

4-3 over the Chicago Blackhawks

Debuts
• Television shows that made their debut in

1965: Days of Our Lives, Green Acres,
Hogan’s Heroes, I Dream of Jeannie, Lost
in Space and The Dean Martin Show.

In Tennessee
• Memphis civil rights lawyer and business-

man A.W. Willis Jr. becomes the first
African American representative elected
to take office in the Tennessee General
Assembly in 65 years.

• Memphis lawyer and juris Abe Fortas,
whose most famous case was Gideon v.
Wainwright, was appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court by President Lyndon
Johnson.

• “Tennessee Waltz” by Redd Stewart and
Pee Wee King joins “My Homeland, Ten-
nessee,” “When It’s Iris Time in Ten-
nessee,” “My Tennessee,” “Rocky Top”
and “Tennessee” as state songs.

• Vol basketball player A. W. Davis is taken
in the fifth round by the Los Angeles
Lakers.

• The Vols finish the 1965 season 8-1-2
under coach Doug Dickey.

• John Pechonick; chemistry/physics
teacher at Jackson High School in Jack-
son is named State Teacher of the Year.

• At the Professional Putters Association
(yes, Putt Putt golf) National Champi-
onships in Indiannapolis, Mike Swett of
Memphis finishes in a tie for 21st place in
the professional division and takes home
$321.66.

• Chicago Bears use their first round draft
choice to take Tennessee tackle Steve
DeLong.

• The General Assembly adopts official slo-
gan “Tennessee – America at its Best.” 

(Continued on page 36)
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and direction to Corporate, Division
and facility personnel on a multitude of
issues including a wide range of regula-
tory matters including fraud and abuse
counseling and related compliance
matters, licensure, reimbursement, and
medical staff issues as well as litigation,
labor and employment and corporate
transactional matters. 

The successful candidate will
understand the legal and regulatory
issues principles impacting the health
care industry and possess the necessary
verbal and interpersonal skills to com-
municate effectively and confidently
within the organization. The success-
ful candidate will be expected to have
at least 5 years of legal experience
with a health care organization or law
firm devoted to health care issues, as
well as the ability to demonstrate flex-
ibility and organizational skills in a
fast-paced environment. LifePoint
offers competitive salaries and attrac-

tive benefit packages, and is an equal
opportunity employer.

Resumes should be sent by e-mail
to mark.dupay@LPNT.net or faxed
to 615.372.8580. To learn more
about LifePoint and its affiliates hos-
pitals, visit our web site at www.life-
pointhospitals.com.

ATTORNEY OPENING
Nashville law firm seeks attorney for
Immigration. Very competitive com-
pensation and benefits. Requires out-
standing academic record, strong ana-
lytical, communication and writing
skills. Experience or interest in prac-
ticing traditional labor law a plus.
Send resume and cover letter to
Recruitment Coordinator, P.O. Box
198246, Nashville, TN 37219.

TRI-CITIES
Tri-Cities firm seeks health care attor-
ney for focus on health care transac-

tional, corporate, real estate and/or liti-
gation representation. Prior experience
preferable. Please send cover letter,
resume and salary requirements to Box
500, Tennessee Bar Association, 221
Fourth Avenue North, Suite 400,
Nashville, TN 37219-2198.

TENNESSEE DEPT. OF MENTAL
HEALTH
Opening for an attorney in Chat-
tanooga, TN.  Requirements:  Ten-
nessee license; a minimum of three to
five years’ litigation experience;
health law and/or disability law expe-
rience helpful; proven ability in
maintaining a solo practice; computer
literate; and able to do computer
legal research.  Contact Cynthia
Clark Tyler, Legal Director,
MHDD, 3d Floor Cordell Hull
Bldg., 425 5th Avenue North,
Nashville, TN  37243.  
Fax:  615-253-4379.

C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  
(Continued from page 35)

suspended literacy tests and provided for
the appointment of federal examiners who
could register qualified citizens to vote.

Violence also erupted that year in New
York, where Malcolm X was assassinated
by Black Muslims, and in Los Angles,
where a routine traffic stop sparked rioters,
who took over the streets in the Watts
neighborhood for six days, leaving 34
deaths, more than 1,000 people injured
and more than $40 million in damages.

Amidst all of this upheaval, there was
also triumph, perhaps most notably in
space, where several milestones were
passed. Soviet cosmonauts were the first to
walk in space in March, and days later
NASA launched Gemini 3, the nation’s
first two-person space flight. In June,
Edward White took the first steps in space
by a U.S. astronaut. 

Unmanned space crafts also explored
new regions, with the U.S.’s Mariner 4 fly-
ing past Mars in July and the Soviet’s Ven-
era 3 taking flight toward Venus in
November (it landed on March 1, 1966).

The birth of Rudolph and 
raindrops on roses

Other creations from 1965 remain
with us today. “The Sound of Music”
opened to crowds that even surpassed
“Gone with the Wind,” the Gateway
Arch began welcoming travelers to St.
Louis, and the animated Christmas
favorite “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-

deer” made its debut. One 1965 inven-
tion that didn’t have such a long run —
the Sony Betamax video format. 

Barry Kolar is assistant executive direc-
tor of the Tennessee Bar Association. He
is, of course, not old enough to remem-
ber any of these events personally.

(Continued from page 22)

A few things besides the ‘Journal’ happened in 1965

I just have to reach out and touch my
computer, hit “reply,” walk down the vir-
tual aisle, and accept the call, just as I am.

And so, brothers and sisters, I’m
pleased to announce that this Sunday I
will be taking the e-pulpit of my new
church, The First Church of Spam. I’ll be
preaching on the timely topic “How I
Gave Up My Law Career and Became a
Preacher in Just 24 Hours, and How You
Can Too for a Very Small Fee.”

Next week, my new wife (Tammy

Faye) and I will be appearing on the
PTL Club along with Jimmy Swaggert,
and we will soon be opening our new
faith-based amusement park, Six E-Mails
Under Heaven.

Finally, I am also pleased to announce
that I will be joining Oral Roberts and
Benny Hinn at an upcoming healing cru-
sade. Frankly, Oral and Benny could use
my help in ministering to the sick. You
see, brothers and sisters, I recently bought
an e-mail doctor’s license.

B U T  S E R I O U S L Y ,  F O L K S !
(Continued from page 34)


