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Tennessee Residents Need Strong Funding of the Legal 
Services Corporation 

 
The Legal Services Corporation (LSC) is the largest single provider of funding to civil legal assistance programs 
for low-income Americans. LSC distributes grants to 134 independent local programs, and LSC grantees 
operate legal aid programs in each of the 50 states. LSC funding supports local programs which provide civil 
legal services to individuals at or below 125 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. LSC grantees operate in 
each of the nation’s counties and congressional districts, including rural areas in which lawyers are in short 
supply. 

 
Tennessee has four LSC grantees: Legal Aid of East Tennessee, Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the 
Cumberlands, Memphis Area Legal Services, and West Tennessee Legal Services. The state currently receives 
$7,498,819 in federal funding for LSC. The ABA and LSC are grateful for the $25 million increase that Congress 
provided for FY14. However, the need for legal assistance continues to rise, with 67 million Americans 
expected to be eligible for civil legal assistance in FY15. Therefore, the ABA requests the Administration level 
of $430 million for LSC for FY15. Funding the program at $430 million will bring $8,823,455 in legal aid funds 
for Tennessee in the next fiscal year. 

 
Nearly one in five Americans currently qualifies for civil legal assistance from the LSC grantees, a 21 percent 
increase in the past six years. LSC grantees assist 2.3 million Americans annually; these include veterans 
returning from war, domestic violence victims, individuals undergoing foreclosure or other housing issues, 
those coping with the after-effects of natural disasters, and families involved in child custody disputes. 

 
Tennessee needs Congress to fund the Legal Services Corporation at $430 million for Fiscal Year 2015 
because: 

 
  Over 20 percent of Tennessee's total population is eligible for legal aid assistance. Furthermore, 

the state's poverty population has increased by nearly 351,000 people since 2000. 
 

  Tennessee has one of the highest unemployment rates in the country, making legal aid funding 
critical for the state. 

 
  Due to reductions in LSC funding, Tennessee closed over 1,500 fewer cases in 2012 than in 2011. 

 
  Violence against women is a serious legal issue in Tennessee; the Tennessee Economic Council on 

Women found that the state spent at least $886 million in 2012 as a result of domestic violence, 
human trafficking, and sexual assault. 

 
  With domestic violence high in the state, as well as economic factors causing an uptick in the 

number of divorces and child custody issues, legal aid dollars for Tennessee are very needed. 
Family law matters alone account for 26 percent of Tennessee's LSC grantees' total caseloads. 

 
 Thirty-six percent of Tennessee's legal aid funding comes from LSC, and other sources of funding for 

legal assistance have declined in recent years. Revenue from Interest on Lawyers' Trust Accounts 
(IOLTA) has diminished significantly due to continued low interest rates, and the recent increase to 
LSC that Congress provided will help Tennessee's programs but is not enough to meet the growing 
demand for legal aid in the state. 

 
The Legal Services Corporation needs full funding to give its grantees adequate resources to serve the low-
income people of Tennessee. Funding LSC at $430 million is critical to provide Tennessee with $8,823,455 to 
help provide legal assistance for its residents. 

 
ABA Staff Contact: Ann Carmichael ● (202) 662-1767 ● ann.carmichael@americanbar.org 
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