
 
 

Name and Address of Nominee:  Meg White, 110 Newcrest Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
 
Name and Address of Nominating Agency:  CASA of the Tennessee Heartland, 12 Van Hick 
Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
 
Executive Director: Naomi Asher 
 
Occupation of Nominee (if applicable): Graduate Student University of TN, Computer Science 
 
Length of Service as a CASA Volunteer: 3 years, 2 months 
 
Please state why your agency has selected this nominee for consideration for the 2014 CASA 
Volunteer of the Year Award: 
 
When Meg White came to CASA at the age of 24, she became our youngest CASA volunteer, 
and remained so for quite some time.  She immediately went to work on a very time consuming 
case, which still continues three years later.  Her challenges have included working with five 
children with varying needs, one of whom may be a perpetrator of sexual violence, as well as 
two mothers in two different states, and family members spread across the country who may 
have allegations of violence of their own.   On top of this, her age has been a hurdle in that she 
has been forced to prove her abilities (which are mighty!) to those who look at her as 
inexperienced, which she is not! 
 
Through it all, Meg has proceeded with grace and patience, and has above all, put the children 
first in her work.  She has endured criticism and disparaging remarks, and has still managed to 
make strides in her case, as well as for the CASA program in her county. 
 
Provide specific examples of the contributions made by the nominee to your local agency: 
 
One of Meg’s many talents is to be able to clarify situations and facts in a very convoluted and 
emotional situation.  Judge Brandon Fisher, when addressing CASA events, likes to tell the story 
of how Meg was the first volunteer to gain CASA access to discussions in Judge’s chambers 
with attorneys.  As we all know, from time to time Judges call all lawyers on a case into 
chambers to discuss something privately without the parties.  Traditionally, no one but lawyers 
were allowed.  One day Meg decided that this was unacceptable, and that the child advocate 
should also be there.  She entered, attorneys were surprised, but could not think of grounds to 
object, and since then all CASAs in Anderson County are allowed at all in-chambers 
conversations! 
 
The second part of the story that Jude Fisher tells is that during that first meeting, there was a 
pause in the legal wrangling in which Meg spoke up and said “excuse me, but I really just want 
to know why the kids aren’t in therapy? What needs to be done for that to happen?” Needless to 
say the children were enrolled in critical therapy immediately thereafter.  The point of the story 
is that Meg put the children’s needs first, and got them met! 
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Throughout this very confusing case, there have been many points s at which CASA stood alone 
in voicing the children’s needs and wants, and all others disagreed.  Meg has stood strong and 
always advocated for the children’s best interests, despite this adversity.  As we all know, what is 
right is not always what is easy! 
 
List any other accomplishments, achievements, goals, challenges, successes or other information 
about the nominee’s role in serving as a CASA volunteer which you would like our committee to 
consider: 
 
During her case the parents have attempted to discredit her at many points, and do not want her 
input.  This is simply because she is recommending things that they do not appreciate.  We feel 
that her recommendations have always been appropriate and supportive of the children’s best 
interests.  She has handled this with great patience and grace, and the Judge at every turn has 
supported her and CASA’s recommendations.  We think this tells a great deal about Meg. 
 
We also feel that it speaks volumes about Meg’s character that at a time in her young life when 
she has gone through many changes, including new jobs, deciding to pursue graduate school, 
even getting married along the way, she has made the commitment to stay with CASA and has 
not only met that commitment, but has always gone the extra mile, putting in long hours to make 
sure everything that could be done has been done.  Personally, staff had some biases when 
accepting a young graduate student, as we feared she would not stay long with the program, 
wouldn’t devote the time needed.  However, we couldn’t be happier that she proved us wrong! 
 
List the nominee’s other community, civic, professional, or volunteer activities and 
achievements: 
 
With CASA work and grad school, Meg has little time for much else, but she still serves 
elsewhere. She is founder and secretary of “Systers: Women in EECS @UTK.”  This is a group 
at the University of TN, which has a mission to recruit, mentor, and retain women in the 
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.  In addition, Meg has just run her 
first marathon in October this year!   
 
Provide the committee with any other insights or information you would like us to consider 
concerning your nominee: 
 
Meg is a student, she is young, and she is a newlywed.  Yet unlike many in her age group, she 
chooses to use her limited time and resources to be a voice for children in her community.  She 
has been a strong CASA supporter, an able, dependable, and just plain smart volunteer, and we 
think she is worthy of recognition as TBA Volunteer of the Year! 
 
Have you sent an electronic photo of your nominee? Yes, but it’s from 3 years ago. 
 
Are you willing to travel to Nashville on Jan. 17, 2014 to receive this award if chosen? YES! 

 
Naomi Asher        
865-425-0888 

 
__________________________________________ 
Signature of Executive Director 
 


