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Susan Kovac 
Graduated from Stanford Law School and taught at UT College of Law for 14 years before joining the legal 
division of the Tennessee Department of Children's Services, from which she recently retired. She is currently "of 
counsel" to DCS, developing legal training for program staff and newly hired attorneys statewide. During her 27 
years with DCS, Kovac supervised legal work in Knox and other regions in East Tennessee, provided training, 
and handled a personal caseload of child abuse and termination of parental rights cases.  She has freed literally 
thousands of children for adoption. 
 
Speakers 
 
Doug Dimond 
Is General Counsel for the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. He graduated magna cum laude from 
Brandeis University in 1992 and then earned his law degree from Vanderbilt University in 1996. Upon 
graduation from law school, he joined the Tennessee Attorney General's Office, where for the next fifteen years 
he represented the Department of Children’s Services and several other state agencies in all levels of state and 
federal courts. As lead counsel in Brian A., a federal civil rights class action brought on behalf of Tennessee's 
foster children, Dimond was instrumental in negotiating the original settlement and representing the 
Department in subsequent efforts aimed at improving services to thousands of foster children statewide. 
Dimond also handled scores of appeals in the Tennessee Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. In 2005, he 
received the Attorney General’s Office’s highest recognition, the William M. Leech, Jr. Award. Mr. Dimond has 
served as General Counsel at the Department of Children’s Services since April 2011, leading over a hundred 
attorneys and staff across the state in providing the highest possible level of legal work to clients involved in 
every phase of the Department’s work. 
 
Helen Rodgers 
Is an Assistant General Counsel for the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. She is a 2010 graduate of 
Hamilton College and a 2013 graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law.  Upon graduation from 
law school, Rodgers accepted a position with the Department of Children’s Services Central Office. 
 
Jennifer Williams 
Is an attorney, Rule 31 family mediator and most importantly an advocate for children. Williams is one of the 
few attorneys in the State of Tennessee that has been certified as a child welfare law specialist by the National 
Association of Counsel for Children. She is a graduate of the Nashville School of Law and was previously 
employed in the juvenile court system, where she worked with families to address the needs of the children 
appearing before the court. Williams served as Assistant General Counsel for the Tennessee Department 



Children's Services in Davidson County where she handled hundreds of dependency/neglect, abuse, severe 
abuse, physical abuse, and sexual abuse cases. Williams eventually entered private practice with the goal of 
providing a more personal impact upon the lives of family and children. 
 
Kevin Weaver 
Is a partner in the Cordova law firm of Weaver & Craig, P.C., where his practice is devoted primarily to adoption 
and probate/estate planning. Within his adoption practice, he has represented adopting couples, birth parents 
and adoption agencies in matters including surrenders, termination of parental rights and interstate, 
international, relative and private placement adoptions. Weaver is a member of the American Academy of 
Adoption Attorneys and has spoken at several National Business Institute seminars on adoption law and for the 
Tennessee State Court Clerks Association on the procedural aspects of adoption law. Weaver is also a frequent 
speaker to fellow attorneys on adoption law issues. He received his B.A. degree from Baylor University and J.D. 
degree from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. 
 
Mike Jennings 
Is a founding member of Samples Jennings Clem and Fields where he handles estate planning and 
administration matters and all types of adoption matters — from private and agency placements, to international 
and relative placements. Jennings has been practicing law since 1984 and is a member of the Academy of 
Adoption and Assisted Reproduction Attorneys and the Georgia Council of Adoption Lawyers, and current vice 
chair of the TBA Adoption Law Section. He holds degrees from the University of Georgia and the University of 
Georgia School of Law. 
 
Rachel Rieger 
Is an Assistant General Counsel for the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services. She is a 2007 graduate of 
Martin Methodist College and a 2010 graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Law. Upon graduation 
from law school, Rieger engaged in the private practice of law for approximately one year. She began 
representing the Department in August 2011, starting in Davidson Region and then transferring to Central 
Office in September 2015. 
 
 


