
Faculty Biographies 
 
Producer  
 
Dusty King 
Is a Partner at King & King in Jackson where his practice focuses primarily in the areas of family law, business 
law, commercial litigation and bankruptcy. He is listed by the Tennessee Supreme Court as a Rule 31 
Civil/Family Mediator and is a member of the Tennessee Bar Association, the Madison County Bar Association, 
and Jackson Kiwanis Club. King is the current Chair of the Tennessee Bar Association Animal Law Section. 
 
Speakers 
 
Daina Bray 
Is a nonprofit counselor with more than 14 years in legal practice and extensive international experience. She 
currently serves as General Counsel at Mercy For Animals. Prior to that role, Bray was the Manager of Corporate 
& Legal Affairs, then General Counsel for the International Fund for Animal Welfare. She is also the former Chair 
of American Bar Association's TIPS Animal Law Committee. 
 
James Todd 
Is a partner with Hagan and Todd in Nashville.  Prior to private practice, Todd served as an Assistant District 
Attorney in Nashville where he was court supervisor in Criminal Court Division 6 and Juvenile Court.  He was a 
member of Governor Don Sunquist’s Juvenile Justice Reform Commission and chairman of the Delinquency 
Subcommittee.  
 
Joan Heminway 
Professor Heminway brought nearly 15 years of business finance and governance practice experience when she 
joined the faculty of the UT College of Law in 2000. She was an attorney in the Boston office of the firm of 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP from 1985 through 2000 working in the areas of public offerings, 
private placements, mergers, acquisitions, dispositions and restructurings. She teaches primarily in the areas of 
corporate governance, corporate finance and securities regulation. Heminway has served as an expert witness 
and consultant on business finance and governance issues, as well as federal and state securities law matters, 
and is a frequent continuing legal education presenter on business law issues. 
 
Lauren Curry 
Is a Member at Sherrard Roe Voight & Harbison in Nashville. Her practice areas include general and commercial 
litigation, including contract disputes, employment disputes, business torts, insurance coverage disputes, and 
professional liability and other health care litigation. Prior to joining Sherrard & Roe, Curry served as a law clerk 
to the Honorable Jane B. Stranch, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. During law school, she also 
interned for the Honorable John T. Nixon, U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee. Before starting 



law school, Curry served as a police officer for the Metropolitan Nashville Police Department for approximately 
four years. She holds degrees from the University of the South and Vanderbilt University Law School. 
 
Hon. Renard Hirsch 
Is a Partner at Smith & Hirsch, PLC in Nashville. He also serves as Environmental Court Judge for the General 
Sessions Court of Metropolitan Nashville & Davidson County. 
 
Rick Schwartz 
Has been heavily involved in the world of conservation for almost thirty years. He is known internationally for 
his expertise in big cats and for his personal devotion to the preservation of the highly endangered clouded 
leopard. In 1989, Schwartz lent his expertise to a group of Nashvillians intent on creating a local zoo. Since then 
he has been the director and primary architect of Nashville Zoo, building facilities, designing the exhibits and 
working extensively with other zoos throughout the country to develop the outstanding collection of species 
represented at Nashville Zoo. Schwartz's exhibit designs have been featured on Animal Planet's Ultimate Zoo 
series, and Zoo professionals from around the world come to Nashville to consult on his innovative designs. 
 
Robert Simpson 
Is a veterinarian at Kingston Animal Hospital. In addition to that role, he is also a lawyer, which brings a 
differing and valuable perspective to the program. Simpson received his Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine from 
the College of Veterinary Medicine at University of Tennessee in 2008. 
 
Shannon Romain 
Worked for the State of Tennessee for over ten years. She served as a Legislative Research Analyst in the 
Research Division of the Tennessee House of Representatives from 2000 to 2005, where she was assigned to 
the Children and Family Affairs Committee and the Consumer and Employee Affairs Committee. From 2005 to 
2007, she served as the Deputy Legislative Liaison for the Tennessee Department of Health. In 2007, she took 
the plunge and went into private practice focusing primarily on Family Law. Romain holds degrees from 
Hampton University and the University of Tennessee College of Law. 
 
Sheila Calloway 
Came to Nashville, Tennessee in 1987 to attend Vanderbilt University Law School. She received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Communications in 1991 and her Doctor of Jurisprudence in 1994. Calloway worked at the 
Metropolitan Defender’s Office in the adult system as well as the juvenile system. In January 2004, she was 
appointed by Judge Betty Adams Green to the position of Juvenile Court Magistrate and served in that position 
until November 2013, when she announced her intention to run for the position of Juvenile Court Judge. She 
was elected Davidson County’s Juvenile Court Judge in 2014 and was sworn into office for her eight-year term 
on August 28, 2014. Judge Calloway also serves as an Adjunct Professor at Vanderbilt University where she 
teaches both in the Undergraduate and Law Schools, and an Adjunct Professor at the American Baptist College, 
where she teaches Criminal Justice. 


