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A.J. Bahou is a mediator and registered patent attorney who practices in the area of Blockchain, data privacy, 
cybersecurity, healthcare, and intellectual property law, including litigation management of patents, copyrights, 
trademarks, and trade secrets. He has extensive experience in all aspects of patent infringement litigation, from 
pre-complaint investigation through trial and appeal. Mr. Bahou has worked on cases involving varying 
technologies such as medical devices, computer hardware, software, smart meters, and Internet security 
systems. He has represented clients in electronic discovery disputes, motion practice, claim construction 
("Markman") hearings, trials and several appeals before the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit. Mr. Bahou is a Board Member of LaunchTN (a public-private partnership focused on supporting the 
development of high-growth companies in Tennessee), Chair of the Tennessee Bar Intellectual Property Law 
Executive Council, and is past President of the Tennessee Intellectual Property Law Association (TIPLA). He 
earned a B.S. in Engineering from Tennessee Tech, an M.S. with honors in Electrical and Computer Engineering 
(focusing in Networking and Data Security) from the Johns Hopkins University, and a J.D. / LL.M. in Intellectual 
Property Law from the University of New Hampshire.  
 
Scott Augenbaum became a Special Agent in 1994 and was assigned to the Syracuse, New York Office, where 
he worked domestic terrorism, white collar and hate crimes, and all computer crime investigations. Previously 
he joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the New York Field Office in 1988 as a support employee. 
In October 2003, he was promoted to Supervisory Special Agent at FBI Headquarters, Washington D.C in the 
Cyber Division, Cyber Crime Fraud Unit and was responsible for managing the FBI's Cyber Task Force Program 
and Intellectual Property Rights Program. In 2006, he transferred to Nashville, TN and managed the FBI 
Memphis Division Computer Intrusion/Counterintelligence Squad in Nashville, TN. Over the past ten years, he 
has had the opportunity to provide hundreds of computer intrusion threat briefings with the goal of educating 
the community on emerging computer intrusion threats and how to not to be the victim of a data breach.  He 
earned an MBA at American Sentinel University in Information Technology and a Masters Certificate in 
Information Security Management from Villanova University and hold numerous General Information 
Assurance Certifications. 
 
Kevin Christopher is a registered patent attorney and San Francisco Bay Area expat with a penchant for 
startups, mountaineering, and his little girl’s Cheerio crumble charms. His practice areas include intellectual 
property prosecution, licensing and litigation, benefit and alternative company structures, and 
commercialization. Being a Certified B Corporation necessitates community engagement, and to that end Kevin 
sits on various local and statewide boards dedicated to sustainability and social empowerment. He is a member 
of the Tennessee Bar Association’s Leadership Law Class of 2017, Advisory Board Member for Chattanooga's 
INCubator and Cookeville's Biz Foundry, Executive Council Member for the Tennessee Bar Association’s 
Intellectual Property Section, and Mentor for Chattanooga's Co.Lab, Nashville's Social Enterprise Alliance, and 



Tennessee's Life Science Network. Previously, Kevin led bioinformatics, bioscience, and biotech licensing 
activities at Lawrence Livermore National Lab, steered large scale partnerships in renewable energy and 
synthetic biology for UC Berkeley, and mentored SBIR - funded startups under the National Institutes of Health. 
Additionally, Kevin has served as a foundational team member or key advisor for startups with algal production, 
biomass conversion, microbiome editing, and hepatocellular carcinoma diagnostic technologies. As a student, 
Kevin was a teaching assistant to former State of Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm at Berkeley Law, 
outstanding scholar in the UC Hastings Law and Bioscience program, judicial extern for U.S. District Court Judge 
Charles R. Breyer, law clerk for the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and regularly featured poet in To An Unknown God – A 
Journal of Christian Thought at Berkeley.  
 
Bill Fortunato works with his clients to determine how they can leverage their intellectual properties to further 
their business goals. Whether clients aim to expand their patent portfolios, establish trademarks, or protect 
themselves from infringers, Bill recognizes that providing competent and cost-effective services is key to his 
clients’ success. Bill’s previous industry experience informs his legal work and his hands-on approach to 
handling clients’ needs. Prior to his career in the law, Bill worked in a variety of roles throughout the electrical 
industry, from software engineer to production manager, and from repair technician to design engineer. Bill’s 
broad experience provides insight into how his clients use intellectual property throughout their daily 
operations and how to holistically approach clients’ specific needs related to intellectual property. Outside of the 
office, Bill enjoys reading, improving his grasp of foreign languages, and jiu jitsu. 
 
J. Bennett “Ben” Fox Jr. joined Adams and Reese in 2008 in Memphis after practicing for almost three years 
with a law firm in New Orleans. He is a Partner in the firm's Memphis office. Ben’s practice includes civil 
litigation, media law and legal ethics. His general civil litigation practice is focused on transportation and 
logistics related litigation, commercial and personal injury litigation, and constitutional law issues. In his legal 
ethics practice, he assists with the representation and advisement of attorneys, law firms, their clients and 
businesses who deal with lawyers about all aspects of the law. Recent assignments have included defense of 
lawyers in disciplinary investigation and in administrative proceedings, counseling clients with disciplinary and 
other claims against lawyers, and advising law firms about complaints and claims. He also serves on the firm’s 
Ethics Committee. Ben’s media law practice includes representation of media outlets in a variety of matters, 
including claims and lawsuits for defamation or invasion of privacy. Prior to entering the practice of law, Ben 
served as a Spanish interpreter in Memphis and taught English as a second language in Valparaiso, Chile. He 
also worked as an Auditor in FedEx’s Global Operations Audit Department, where he conducted management 
audits in the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Trinidad, Barbados, Scotland, the Philippines, Hong Kong and the 
United States. His other significant contributions include: 

§ Working on class action lawsuits and other complex commercial litigation claims in transportation, 
energy, insurance, and health care industries as well as toxic tort claims. 

§ Representation of municipalities in litigation involving constitutionality of state voting requirements. 
§ Obtained early dismissals with prejudice of cargo claims against shipping industry clients. 



§ Experience with and client contact for numerous successful mediations and pre-trial dismissals against 
a nationwide trucking company regarding personal injury and property damage claims. 

§ Representing protection and indemnity clubs in claims involving maritime personal injuries, cargo 
claims, ship collisions and other maritime property damage claims. 

§ Worked on a trial team that obtained a defense verdict in a complex medical malpractice case. 
Ben is a member of the Memphis World Trade Club and Memphis Traffic Club. Ben also speaks frequently on 
legal ethics and professional responsibility and has co-authored annual media law updates for the Media Law 
Resource Center. Ben spends his free time listening to music, following his favorite sports teams, reading, and 
enjoying the outdoors with his family. 
 
Mark Graham Esq. Born, Toccoa, Georgia, August 9, 1955. Graduated, BS Chemical Engineering, cum laude, 
University of Tennessee 1981, Doctor Jurisprudence, cum laude, University of Tennessee 1985. Admitted to 
practice as Registered-Certified Patent Lawyer with the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 1986, 
Admitted United States Supreme Court, United States Court of Appeals for The Federal Circuit, Second, Fourth, 
Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth US Circuit Courts of Appeal, US District Court for the Eastern and Western 
Districts of Tennessee and numerous other federal District Courts, Admitted to Practice in Tennessee before the 
Tennessee Supreme Court 1985 and all other courts of the State of Tennessee. Member The Hamilton Burnett 
American Inn of Court (Knoxville area) and ABA, TBA, and numerous other legal, professional, and technical 
organizations. Frequent speaker/presenter of topics involving Patent/Intellectual Property Law and practice to 
bar and professional/civic groups. Varsity College football, avid golfer. Married 30 years to Ellen, born Paduca 
Kentucky 1959; BS Nursing University of Tennessee 1982. Mark and Ellen have four children, Kathleen, Laura, 
Tyler, and Eric. 
 
Ian McFarland is an associate at Merchant & Gould’s Tennessee office. Since receiving his license in 2011, Ian 
has focused his practice on patent and trademark prosecution, counseling, and related litigation. He is licensed 
to practice before the USPTO, the Tennessee Supreme Court, the Federal Circuit, the Sixth Circuit, and the 
Eastern District of Tennessee. Ian received his J.D. from the University of Tennessee College of Law after 
graduating with a B.A. in biology from the University of Missouri. While in law school, he was a member of the 
Tennessee Law Review and patent law moot court team. Ian emphasizes attention to detail to zealously advocate 
for his clients’ intellectual property rights. Whether in the form of IP acquisition or litigation, achieving client 
objectives is extremely rewarding to Ian. Outside of his practice, Ian enjoys cooking, watching college football, 
and playing golf. 
 
Gary Montle has been with Patterson Intellectual Property Law since 2008 and focuses his practice on the 
procurement and enforcement of intellectual property rights. He advises clients throughout each stage of the 
process for patent, trademark and copyright issues, including strategic portfolio development, scope of 
protection, licensing and enforcement. Prior to joining Patterson Intellectual Property Law, Montle worked in 
the manufacturing industry as a field service engineer at Beta Lasermike Inc., out of offices in Atlanta, Ga. and 
Miami, Fla. 



 
 
 
 
 
	


